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C.G. Seligman and B. Z. Seligman, Pagan Tribes of The 'Nl]otlc (ﬂ'
' Sidan. (London, 1932), p. kiii. gt
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C. G. Seligman. (London. 1934). p. ix.



—_ XY -

oot o o Lol @glally slaaadt oal A, G LiastsisYi
¢ (ortiash vabe ¢ Dajlin,y sl ol ol ¢ P ol o0 g2
KAt G g 5otd u e 0 doms ol ol 335 ¢ Dbk 005 oy
FA15 0501 » pleada o ¢ vara e Gy« Piarg 4 el a
.:;L._:Y_ _9_('“ ¢ Yale University JL: daoln » d « visiting Professor
¢ 3,558 d gleales 5 Vage 4 dg o Saanll

S sl clilfa goy

The Melanesians of British New Guinea (1910) ; The Veddas (with
B. Z. Seligman), (1911) ; Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic Sudan (with Brenda
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Abram Kardiner & Preble, They Studied Man. p. 142. (1)

E.E. Evans-Pritchard. Witcheraft, Oracles and Magic Among the {7
the Azande, (Oxford. 1937), p. vii.

M. Fortes, The Dynamics of Clanship Among the Tallensi. (the (1)
Oxford University Press. 1941), p. xiv.

S. F. Nadel. A Black Byzantjum, (the Oxford Ciarendon Press. (v)
1946), p. xii.
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SELECTED READINGS

1)
RAIN-MAKING AMONG THE DINKA

«Bvery rain-maker has immanent in him the spirit of a great ances-
tor who has come to him down the pencrations. It is this that renders

him far-seeing and wiser than common men.

We were fortunate in 1910 in gaining the conflidence of Biyordit,
the rain-maker of the Bor tribe, then an old but active man. In 1922 we
found that Biyordit was dead, Fear of the Government led to unwillin-
goess to speak of the manner of his passing, but we understood that after
he had several times requested that he might be killed his couch was at
last placed in the middst of a cattle hearth, i.e, upon a mass of dried and
hurnt dung, and his people danced round him untill so much dust was

raised that in a few hours the old man - a chronic bronchitic - was dead,

The rain-maker of the Niel tribe was also one of our informants; he
told us that his father and paternal uncle has both been killed in the tra-
ditional manner, the Niel custom being to strangle their ban in his own
house, having [irst prepared his grave. They then wash the corpse and
kill a bullock in front of his house, skinning it immediately and making a
couch of the skin, which is placed in the grave and the body laid upon it ;
a cell should then he huilt over the couch so that the earth does not come
in contact with the hody. The Niel take cvery care to guard the ban from
accidental death, for if he should die suddenly as the result of an accident
some sickness would suzely oceur, even though his son or a close blood
relation would immediately succeed him, If it was thought that the ban

was seriously ill he would be killed, even though he were quite young.
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An Agar Dinka gave-the. f?llowing;apuqqpt of the slaying of their
rain-maker. A wide grave is dug and a couch is placed in it, upon which
the rain-maker lies on his right side with a skin under his head. He is
surrounded by his friends and relatives, including his younger children,
but his elder children aré not allowed near the grave, at any'rate towards
the end, lest in their despair they should i 1njurc themselves The ban lies
upon “the couch without food'or drink for many hours, generally for more
thar'a day. From time to fime he speaks to his people, recalling the past
history of the tribe, how he ha; ruled -énrdr advised them, aﬂari’nsi'ructih-g
them how to act in the future. | At last.he tells them he. has finished, and
hids them cover him up; earth is Lhr};wp intg the grave: and he is soon

suffecated. | | ) -
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Capthin J. M. Stubbs, writing of the Reik, informs us that the ban™
bith i$ Iaid 6n’d bier in a foofed:in cell built'ifi 11 grave, and tbaf his heck,
elbows, dnd knees are broken ; sométifes he'is first strangled with a cow- -
rope. chor’diug to another a'c;:'ount, the ban eats a [ittle millet, drinks
milk, .:md throws the remaindér to thé "e'ast, praying'énd' é'ffi}Jﬁing that he”
is going_E_Q his fathers but that the food he le:%vcs_. to,l'fi;:*. c_l:_lildrren._ A cow-
rope is_pla.ced round his neck, his elbq;_'.;sl apd 1.{.11;?"??5. are broken, and one ?j' y
his sacred spears is placed in his hand, which he is helped to rajse. His
son takes the spear, and the ban is:strangled. It appears th.at‘}_hi's is done .
in semi-privacy; then the drums beat, the people gather, and the grave is,
filled in, (I)»,

1) ‘C.G. Seligman and B. Z. Seligman, Pagan Tribes Of The Nilotic
Sudan (Lordon, 1932), p:p.' 195—=168. + -+ = ¢+ TR vy
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(2)

TOTEMS AMONG THE DINKA

«Most of the Dinka clans whose kwar is an animal derive their ori-
gin from a man born as one of twins, his fellow-twin being an animal of
the species rhat is the totem of the clan. Sometimes, the association is
not quite so close, in which case the totem animal usually Jays certain com-

mands upon one of the members of the clan, offering in return certain
privileges.

Although children take their father’s totcm they respect their mo-
ther’s totem animal or plant, and an animal may be avoided for several
gencrations for this reason. Thus, a man whose paternal grandmother
had the poisonous snake aneng as totcm said that if he saw anyone kill
a snake of ths species he would bury it, because it was the totem of his
father’s mother ; the same man reftained from eating the flesh of hippopo-
tamus because it was the tolem of his mother’s mother. Further, 1t is

customary for both sexes Lo avoid eating their spouse’s totem animal»,

(1) Ibid, p. 143,






