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SELECTED READINGS
(1)

CHILD MORTALITY

«Child mortality is very great among the Kipsigis. In many families
it reaches 50 per cent between the ages of one month and 5 years, and it is

very seldom below 25 per cent.

The main reasons for what appears to us an abnormal! death rate

appear to me to be the following :-

(1) Malautrition of the infant. The child is taken from the breast
and put suddenly on an extraordinary diet, consisting mainly of solid

porridge and raw meat.

{2) The uneven temperature and draughts of the hut and the insuf-
ficient protection of the child, which is dressed in a hard untanned goa-
tekin. A good 25 per cent of the children die from pneumonia.

(3) Amoebic dysentery, the most prevalent of ‘all diseases in the
Kipsigis Reserve. Also malarian. (1)

(1) 1. G. Peristiany, The Social Institutions of The Klpsigis, p.p. 79—
80.



CATTLE OF MARRIAGE

b P S|

_ «They are the cattle given to the father by the bridegroom after the
mafria,gc_. to his daughter. The tug’ ab. koit_a.:belo_ng to the hut, that i§_,
they are the property of the brothers of the married girl by the same mo-
ther. The father keeps them in trust until his sons by that wife grow up
He-will thcn*givc:’ them a.few heads of cattle out of their full sister’s bride-
wealth, so as to enable each of them to pay his own tug’ ab koita. The
father h.im_sgh cannot marr_y-\yi.th this catile. The father cannot even sell
or slau'ghter thi§ cattle for meat, \;rith the cxceptiol of one bull, whose.
meat he can sell nowada);s, if he is hard presséd, soasto pay-his__pole-tax:
The mother of the married girl, if she has no sons, can us:e her dauaghter’s

tug,ah-koita'to «marry» herself to.a girl, so as «to raise seed to her hus-

band»; The same restrictions as to freedom of disposal apply:to:the of- -

<Y

i
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fspring of this cattle;.so that the father has no more rights over.them than ...

over the initial cattle of the bride - wealth.

' - 4. IO ) - . A -

If the father is dead when the girl marries, her fill broihers divide’

the tug’ ab koita among themselves.

The economic independence of the different households of a man is
responsible for great inequalities in the distribution of wealth. If, as in
the case of Arap Chuma, a man has two wives, one having three sons and
one daughter and the other four daughters and one son, the male child
of the second hut will grow up to be very rich and marry many wives with
the cartlf; of his four‘sis'gers ; \fhe_rcas the three sons of the first wife will

L

have great Eiiil‘iculty and will have to wait a long time untif they are ahle

.
it
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to marry, as, having only one sister, they must depend on their own efforts
to increase their cattle wealth. They cannot even depend on their father’s
inheritance, as property is, here again, distributed equally between huts,

irrespective. of the number of children in each one of them (I)».

(1) J.G. Peristiany, The Social Institutions of The Kipsigis, p.p. 205
206, '





