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SELECTED READINGS
THE IMPORTANCE
Of

RICE

«Rice being the main crop, it requires the major portion of a man’s
labor and a woman’s also. Rice is by far the most important product of
the murz and one of its chief sources of income. It is the rice of mura like

Suye that feed the nation of Japan.

Many different things are made of rice, It is boiled and in this state
forms a staple of diet, a man eating two or three bowls with cach meal.

Candies and cakes are made from rice. Rice is used as money within the

mura and forms the usual gift in the countless calls 2 woman makes to
relatives and on such occasions as funerals,parties, and naming ceremonies,
Wandering pilgrims carry pouches to receive the lictle sauceful of rice
most housewives give as almes. The liquor (shochu) so very much drunk
in Suye s made from rice. Rice and shochu are standard offerings to gods
and spirits. Shochu mixed with snake skin is used to cure veneral disease.

Rice Water and rice flour diluted 1n water are used as infant foods » (1)

(1) J. F. Embree, Suye Mura, p.p.





