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[t has been my endeavour in the following pages to bring together
the results of such ohservations as many years acquaintance with Me-
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»... in rapid succession they (the inhabitants of the Nile Valicy)
invented pottery, basketry, matting, houses, and flax; learned to domes-

ticate animals; built towns; and bepan to bury their dead in cemetrics
and to develop notions of deity. As the Egyptians progressed iu civiliza-
tion, they set about journeying by land. and sea over great. distances in
search of.ipmcious metals and other materials .And in so doing, they
rapidly spread through diffusion and colonization, varieties of the originall
archaic civilization, which had bezen founded ‘on the banks of the Nile”.

(M. Harris. The. Rise of Anthropological Theosy, p.p. 380-381).
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»This expedition marked a tuining point in the history of social
anthropology in Great Britain.. From this time two important and in-
terconnected developments began to take place : anthropology became
more and more a whole<time professional study, and some field experience
came to be regarded as an essential part of the tiaining of its students.
This early professional field Word has many weaknesses.. However. well
the men who carried it out might have been trained in systematic research
in one or other of the natural sciences, the short time they spent amoneg
the peoples they studied, their ignorance of their languages, and the ca-
snalness znd superficiality of their contacts with the natives did not permit.
deep investigation. Itisindeed a measure of the advance of anthropology

that these early studies appear today to he quite inadequate™.

(E.E. BEvans-Pritchard, Social Anthropology and Other Essays p. 73)
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