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A «At no time did I have a regular interpreter. Naturally, I.recorded
as much material in the Tikopia tongue as possible. But apart from ta-
king down the statements of informants in the ordinary way, I made a

practice of jotting down verbatim on the spot scraps of what'T overheard,
conversations between people, comments on behaviour, observations made
during the progress of work, and the like. These often give a more inti-

mate insight into the human relationships involved than a long dictated

text on the same theme, and I regard this type of material as amoag the

most valuahle of my records™.

(R. Firth, We, The Tikopia, p. 6).
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SELECTED READINGS
(1)
CARE OF THE YOUNG CHILD.

«The entrance of 2 child into a family circle which has previously
contained only husband and wife naturally causes a considerable change
in the habits of both. After the ritual connected with the birth and con-
secration of the child is over, the babe is taken in charge by the mother
aided by her own and her husband’s female relatives, who devote them-
selves to its welfare. A child in Tikopia can never by said to be neglected -
in the early stages of its life at all events. The infant is not bound with
swaddling clothes but is Iaid-on a length of bark-cloth. Tt is handled with
extreme care, and while it is very young only adult women experienced in
nursing are allowed to interfere with it, Seated on the floor, the mother
or its temporary nurse holds it in her arms, bending over it in caressing
fashion, When it cries it is rocked very gently to and fio, with its facc
pressed against the woman'’s cheek, while she makes soft pulsating little
*’br-r-r-r”* noises with the lips to soothe it. Tt is laid to sleep on 2 bed of
bark-cloth, padded with many thicknesses, in the middle of the floor, and
a little sheet of the same soft material is laid over the top to protect it from
flies or dust. From time to time its fundament is gently lifted to examine
the condition of the bark-cloth beneath. A short supplementary picce of

this stufT is kept underneath its body, and changed when necessary.

Persistent crying or coughing of the babe is usually followed by an
attempt at feeding, and it is either given the breast by the mother, or fed
artificially by her or an assistant nurse. The woman takes a mouthful of
taro or yam, masticates it well so that it is thoroughly mixed with saliva,
then places her lips to those of the child and extrudes a little of the liquid
mass so that it sucks. For drink the mouth of the nurse is filled with wa-
ter, which is swilled round well, and then administered in the same way.

The impression given is that of a bird {eeding its young.
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The mother, as is natural, plays the principal part in the nursing and
feeding of the babe, but -other members.of the household share the labour
with her. If the child cries constantly and disturbs the family it is taken
out, if old enough, by some female relative and walk up and down to pa-
cify it. At the mother’s instance a sister of the father, unmarried and
therefore still residing in the house, may take on many of the duties of
nurse, or the mother may request one of her own sisters to come and live
with the family for some time in order to assist her with the tending of the
child. Cases of polygynous marriage, according to the natives, frequently
arise in this latter way, since the husband, seeing this girl constantly in
the house desires her and obtains her as his wife, often after sexual rela-

tions have occurred between them(1)».

(1) Raymond Firth, We, The Tikopia. A Sociological Study of Kinship
in Primitive Polynesia, p.p. 139-140,





