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by means of military force. Therefore. Iraqi poetry in this interval took the
form of a national competition to spread enthusiasm against foreigners and
that led up to the Iraq revolt of 1920. which led to sacrifices of wealth and blood
on both sides.

This revolution shocked the Iragi spirit and changed its ideas and content.
even though the revolution did not succeed.The main result was the coming of
King Faisal I to Irag and the start of a new parliamentary rule. We found that
poetry was full of words urging the people against foreign occupation. The
poets did not care to select words and develop style, they merely urged their
people to fight against the British occupation,

In the fourth section, it is shown that the Iraqis struggle for independence
peacefully by delegations.

A treaty resulted which placed Iraq under Mandate to Britain from the
League of Nations. This was felt by ali Iraqis to be a great burden and they
struggled to get rid of it.,The poetry of this period is full of words concerning
this situation. We find mandate, advisory, parliament, foreign, freedom, ind-
ependence, struggle, etc. All these words sum up the situation of Iraq in this
period. which meaning we did not find in any previous period of Iraq’s political
history. We notice in that period that many poets appeared. This means that
the mandate and occupation urged their spirit and sentiments to express the-
mselves against the occupation.

The Fifth section dealt with a completely different field where we discussed
the problem of social life in Irag, such as the conditions of the peasantry, the
emancipation of women, the poverty in the nation and the influence of all these
factors on Iraqi poetry at that time. I described the part taken by every poet of
the period and I have made research into this problem and the amount of
development which Iraq achieved under Ottoman time until the Second World
War,

I have tried to be a historian and to expose all the influences which have
combined in Iraqi poetry throughout the first half of the 20th Century.

Yusif *Izz— al- Din





