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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

FX
A Nikon (or Nikkor) lens that’s compatible with its full-frame SLRs, as

well as crop-factor ones.

G

G
Stands for Gold — a designation found on top-class Sony lenses. It’s also

used for current Panasonic Lumix compact system cameras and lenses.

Gain
Amplification of an electronic circuit. It’s used in digital cameras and cam-
corders as a way of electronically boosting the sensitivity of the imaging

chip in low light. See ISO.

Gamut
The range of colours that can be printed or displayed by a particular de-

vice.

Gelatin emulsion
A thin coating on one side of a roll of photographic film, which contains

microscopic light-sensitive silver halide particles.

Giclée

A name for digital prints made on high-resolution large format inkjet
printers, coined by the printmaker Jack Duganne in 1991. It comes from
‘gicler’, the French word meaning ‘to spray or squirt’. The name originally
referred to prints made on a prepress Iris printer, but now also includes
those made on other large-format printers that use pigment-based inks

and archival paper.

GIF (graphic interchange format)

A digital file format that uses lossless compression. GIFs are sometimes
used for graphics and images for use on the web. Its image palette is limit-
ed to 256 colours — much fewer than a TIFE JPEG or raw file can contain

— so its use to show photographs isn’t recommended.
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Gigabyte (GB)
Unit for measuring computer memory, roughly equivalent to 1,000 meg-
abyrtes.

Guide Number (GN)

A number on a flash unit that measures its capacity to light a subject at a
particular distance and ISO setting. Usually, based on a setting of ISO100,
the guide number is determined by multiplying the flash-to-subject dis-
tance by the f-stop setting needed to correctly expose the subject at that
distance. A flash with a lower guide number produces a much weaker flash
than one with a higher guide number.

Gradient tool

Fills the image or selection with a colour that fades into another colour (or
into transparency). It’s particularly useful for creating masks with seamless
edges, but can also be used to add colour to a drab sky.

Grad
See graduated.

Graduated

A type of optical filter that has a dark section and a clear section. These
filters — commonly known as ND grads — are used to balance the bright-
ness in high-contrast scenes, usually landscapes, with the dark area placed
over the bright sky and the clear section over the dark foreground.

Grain
Metallic silver particles, random in shape and distribution, particularly
visible in images made with black-and-white photographic film. It’s pres-
ent to a lesser degree in colour film. Grain is more noticeable in higher
ISO film, but it’s also visible in lower ISO film when making big enlarge-
ments.

Grey card

A neutral grey card, usually with 18% reflectance, is used as a standard
reference when determining consistent photographic exposure. It’s used by
placing it in a scene to be photographed and taking a reading from it with
a reflected light meter. This avoids problems of over-exposure and under-ex-

posure.

Greyscale
A digital image in which all the colour information has been removed,
leaving only black, white and shades of grey.
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