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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

Grip and rip

A slang phrase for setting the camera to its highest continuous drive mode
and keeping the shutter button held down to shoot as many frames as
possible in a short space of time. ‘Spray and pray’ has the same meaning.

Ground glass screen

A sheet of glass, ground to a matte finish, which is used to look at images
on large-format cameras. The image from the lens is projected upside-down
on the screen. The image is examined and focused more easily by blocking
out all other light with a dark cloth.

Group f/64

A group of like-minded San Francisco-based photographers, formed in
1932, which was dedicated to making clear, sharply focused images of
landscapes and other natural forms. The group included Ansel Adams,
Edward Weston and Imogen Cunningham. The group’s name is a reference
to its members’ preference for using a very narrow aperture for increased

depth of field.

Golden hour

Although not necessarily an hour long, this is the period of time after
sunrise or before sunset in which landscape photographers particularly en-
joy working because of the favourable effect of the light on their images.
The main reason for the term is the warm colour of the sunlight, which,
together with its reduced contrast, gives outdoor scenes an especially at-
tractive appearance. The low angle of sunlight also creates longer shadows
and reveals more texture in a landscape.

GPS

Stands for global positioning system. This geotagging feature is built into
many more recently introduced camera models. Using satellite-based nav-
igation, it records the camera’s position when an image is made. This infor-
mation can then be embedded in the image’s metadata, allowing some
software to show maps of where you took each photo.

H

Haloes

A term used to describe the glow that’s created around the edges of objects
when theyve been over-sharpened in Photoshop or other similar pho-
to-editing software. They are even more prevalent in HDR images.
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Hand tool
A tool for moving your image around when you’re zoomed in and can't see
all the image at once, by dragging on the image. Press the H key, or hold

down the space bar, to switch to this tool quickly.

HDR (high dynamic range)

A digital imaging technique where a series of identical pictures of a scene
are taken at different exposures and then combined into one image. This
brings out detail in shadow and highlight areas that usually can’t be cap-
tured in a single exposure, and is particularly useful for high-contrast sub-

jects, such as brightly-lit landscapes, interiors and night scenes.

Healing Brush tool

A retouching tool that lays down copied pixels like the Clone Stamp tool,
but in addition it analyses nearby colour and tone and attempts to blend
the cloned pixels in with the surrounding area. Sometimes it produces
better results than the Clone Stamp, but not always, because its blending
effect will tend to blur detail. For seamless cloning, it’s often a good option

to use both tools.

HID
Stands for High Index Dispersion, a type of glass used in Tamron lenses

that helps to minimise chromatic aberration.

High key

An image in which the bright, white tones dominate.

Highlights

The brightest (whitest) areas of an image.

High speed sync (HSS)

Flash feature that allows the use of shutter speeds with flash, faster than the
usual sync speed. The flash pulses at high frequency to ensure an even ex-
posure, even though the shutter blinds are never fully open during the
exposure. The facility is useful for freezing close-up action in daylight, and

for allowing the widest apertures even in bright light.
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