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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

Iris
Another name for the diaphragm, or aperture, of a lens.

IS
The abbreviation used for Image Stabilization — the optical camera
shake-reduction system found in a wide range of Canon lenses.

ISO

Stands for International Organisation for Standardisation. In photogra-
phy, it refers to a system for measuring and specifying the sensitivity of
digital imaging systems and photographic films. The higher the ISO num-
ber, the greater the sensitivity to light. Cameras have an ISO range, ena-
bling you to choose an ISO setting that suits the situation in which you're
shooting.

J

Jack

A socket into which a plug is inserted to make a connection, also known

as a ‘female’ connector. A jack on a camera is used for connecting an acces-
sory such as headphones or a remote shutter release. A 3.5mm mini-jack is
used for connecting an external stereo mic or to connect to old TVs.

Jaggies

See antialiasing.

Joiner

A term coined by the artist David Hockney (born 1937) to describe his
photo-collage work in the 1980s. Hockney’s joiners combined overlapping
prints, made at slightly different times and from multiple viewpoints, to
make landscapes and portraits. His most elaborate joiners used hundreds
of individual prints to make one collage. Other photographers creating
joiners (also called ‘panographs’) have followed Hockney’s method of as-
sembling prints, or have combined digital images on screen using pho-
to-stitching software.

JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group)

A file format used for digital images. A variable amount of compression
can be used to vary amount of detail stored and the resulting file size. It’s
the standard format used by digital cameras (although raw or TIFF for-
mats may also be options).
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