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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

K

Kelvin (K)

Unit used for measuring the colour temperature of light sources, named
after the 19th century physicist and engineer William Thomson, first Lord
Kelvin (1824-1907). Average noon daylight usually has a colour tempera-
ture of around 5500K.

Key light

The main light on a subject used in studio photography.

L

L

Stands for Luxury, and is used to designate Canon’s best pro lenses, which
have superior build quality and weatherproofing.

Lange, Dorothea

Dorothea Lange (1895-1965) was an American photojournalist and doc-
umentary photographer. Her most famous image was taken in the 1930s,
when she recorded the plight of sharecroppers and migrant labourers dur-
ing the Depression era for the American government’s Farm Security Ad-
ministration. Her best-known picture, Migrant Mother (1936) has come
to symbolise the era.

Large format
See format.

Lasso tool
A pencil-like Photoshop tool that you can use to select an area you want to
work on simply by drawing around it.

Layer

The digital counterpart of the cut-out pieces of paper in a collage or decou-
page. Layers containing cut-out objects can be stacked on top of an origi-
nal image or Background layer in order to create a composite image. Ad-
justments and effects can also be applied in the form of adjustment layers,
enabling you to alter the exposure, colour, and so on, without actually al-
tering the original. Layers can be opaque, translucent, or merged with
layers in the stack below in a number of ways.
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