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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

Motor drive (or motorwind)

A camera facility for taking a number of pictures in rapid succession. The
camera continues to take pictures as long as your finger keeps the release
down, or until it runs out of memory.

Move tool
A tool used for aligning a layer by moving it around the canvas.

Mugshot

Taken from ‘mug’, the established slang word for ‘face’, the term originally
applied to the stark police photographs of criminals, taken after arrest. It
now refers to any simple head-and-shoulders portrait such as those found
on a driving licence or passport.

Multiple exposure
An image created by two or more superimposed images.

Multizone metering
See evaluative metering.

N

Naturalistic photography
An approach put forward in the 1880s by the English photographer Peter
Henry Emerson (1856-1936). He said that photographs should be direct

and simple and reflect nature. He also said they should be produced from

a single negative (as opposed to the use of multiple negatives in combina-
tion printing), without being staged or retouched.

Negative

An image made on a strip or sheet of film made of transparent plastic.
Tones are reversed on black-and-white negative film, while on colour neg-
ative film, colours are recorded as their complementary colours. Negatives
are converted to positive images when printed on photographic paper. The
first negative was recorded on paper by William Henry Fox Talbot in
1835, using his calotype process.

Neutral-density (ND) filter

An optical or electronic filter that reduces the amount of light reaching the
image sensor equally across the entire field of view. It permits longer shut-
ter speeds or wider apertures than would otherwise be possible in the light-
ing conditions.
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