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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

1080p
A format for recording full HD video with a resolution of 1920 x 1080

pixels, offered on many current digital cameras.

Optical filter

A glass or plastic accessory placed in a holder or attached to the front of the
camera lens. They are used to alter the image being recorded by allowing
light of particular wavelengths to pass through while blocking others.
Most of the traditional optical filters are only used in film photography,
because their effects can be replicated by in-camera digital filters or by us-
ing post-processing techniques on a computer. The types of optical filters
still used widely in digital camera capture include the polariser, UV filter,
ND filter, ND grad and infrared filter.

Optical low-pass filter
A filter built into many digital cameras and located in front of the image
sensor. It reduces the combined effect of moiré and false colour in digital

images.

Orientation sensor
A sensor used in some cameras that detects when you turn the camera to
take a vertical shot. It stores this information so that it displays the image

correctly when played back on the camera LCD or computer screen.

(O]
Stands for optical stabilisation, the system used on some Sigma lenses to

reduce camera shake.

Over-exposure

Exposing an image for too long to suit the subject in given lighting condi-
tions. As a result, details in highlight areas are lost or ‘blown out’. Some
photographers choose to over-expose when creating a particular effect.
They may also use over-exposure to compensate when the camera’s light

meter gives an incorrect reading — when shooting snow scenes, for exam-

ple.
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Pack shot

A short form for ‘packaging shot’, this is a photograph of a product with
labelling clearly displayed, and is usually taken for advertising or other
commercial reasons. Studio setups for pack shots can vary from the simple

to the elaborate.

Paint Bucket tool

A Photoshop tool that fills a complete area with a particular colour. As
with the Magic Wand tool, you can adjust the Tolerance to change the ef-
fect. It can be useful for creating masks.

Painting with light

Creating images with a mobile light source. One way of painting with
light is to shoot a scene in the dark, whether indoors or outdoors, with the
camera on the B (bulb) setting. While the shutter is open, objects in the
scene can be ‘painted’ with light from a hand-held flash or other light
source. The other technique also involves shooting in the dark with the
shutter open, but in this case the light source is moved while being pointed
towards the camera, often to create a ‘light trail’ shape in the final image.

Palette Bin / Panel Bin

Area on the right of the interface for keeping various dialogs and informa-
tion displays in Photoshop/Elements. Later versions tend to use the term
‘panel’” instead of ‘palette’. The feature can be minimised to buttons or

hidden completely.
Pan-and-tilt head

A tripod attachment that provides independent movement of the camera
in both horizontal and vertical planes, giving the photographer greater
flexibility.

Panning

Moving the camera along a horizontal plane during the exposure to follow
a moving subject.

Panograph

See joiner.

Panoramic

An elongated image in which the width is at least twice the height. Pano-
ramas are made by cropping one image, made using a specially designed
panoramic camera, or by combining several images together using ‘stitch-
ing software’. Aspect ratios for panoramic images can be 4:1 or higher.
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