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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

Partial metering
A type of metering system where the exposure reading is taken from a
small area in the centre of the field of view. It’s similar to spot metering,

but the reading is taken from a larger area of the image.

Passive autofocus

An autofocus system that adjusts the focus of the lens by analysing the
image itself, rather than actively measuring the subject distance. Passive
autofocus is used by most digital cameras, and is also known as phase-de-

tection or contrast-detection autofocus.

Parallax

An effect in which the image seen through a camera’s lens is not the same
as that seen through the viewfinder, resulting in parts of the scene missing
in the photograph. It’s found in any camera in which the viewfinder and

lens are separate, such as rangefinder and twin-lens reflex cameras.

PC-E

Stands for perspective control-electronic. It's used to designate Nikon’s
range of tilt-shift lenses, which enable you to move the front elements on
the lens to avoid or exaggerate lens distortion. These lenses are commonly
used in architectural photography to ensure vertical lines remain parallel in

the picture.

PC lens

Stands for perspective-control lens, another name for a shift lens.

PC socket
A simple electrical connection socket found on some D-SLRs for connect-
ing a flash to a camera to enable synchronisation. It’s widely used for con-

necting studio flash.

Pellicle mirror

A lightweight, thin, translucent mirror used in Sony’s Single Lens Translu-
cent (SLT) cameras. In this design, part of the light coming through the
lens is diverted to an autofocus unit, and part goes to the digital sensor.
This allows the photographer to see a continuous image through the view-
finder during exposure. It also avoids vibration and noise from the move-

ment of a mirror.
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Pentamirror

A low-cost alternative to the pentaprism (see next entry) used in the con-
struction of some D-SLRs. They offer the same functionality, but use mir-
rors for the viewfinder construction rather than a prism.

Pentaprism

The five-sided prism used in the eye-level viewfinder of SLR and D-SLR
cameras. It ensures that the image appears the right way up and the right
way around in the viewfinder, correcting the effects of the mirror and the
lens.

Perspective

Perspective is used to translate a three-dimensional scene into a two-di-
mensional image. It gives the viewer a sense of depth in the image, for ex-
ample, through the use of converging lines in a landscape. Perspective al-
lows us to interpret the size and distance between objects, relative to the

camera’s viewpoint.

Phase-detection autofocus

See passive autofocus.

Photobomb
To appear in the background of an informal portrait and upstage the per-
son being photographed, without them being aware.

Photo book

A book largely consisting of photographs. It’s a means by which photogra-
phers have displayed their work since the earliest days of the medium.
Landmark photo books of the past have included Robert Franks The
Americans and Cartier-Bresson’s The Decisive Moment. More recently,
the ability to create a personalised photo book has come within everyone’s
reach via online companies such as Blurb, Snapfish and Photobox.

Photogram

A photographic image created by placing an object on a sheet of light-sen-
sitive paper and exposing it to light. When the paper is developed, parts of
the object that light rays cannot pass through are recorded as pure white,
while translucent parts might be recorded as shades of grey. The technique
goes back to photography’s earliest days. The artist and photographer Man
Ray (1890-1976) later produced many such images, which he called ‘Ray-

ographs” or ‘Rayograms’.
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Photojournalism

News journalism using a camera to record events. The ‘golden age’ of pho-
tojournalism’s lasted from the 1930s to the 1950s, before television took
over as the main source of news, but it still plays an important role in the

media.

Photomerge

A group of ‘automated’ features designed for combining a number of sim-
ilar or related shots together, including Photomerge Panorama for com-
bining an overlapping sequence to create a panoramic view. Elements in-
cludes additional Photomerge tools not included in Photoshop, such as
Photomerge Group Shot (for combining the best features from a series of

near-identical group portraits).

Photomicrography

Photographic images of things invisible to the naked eye, created using a
microscope. D-SLR cameras are connected to a microscope using an adap-
tor, and the degree of magnification is determined by the power of the

microscope.

Photoshop

Industry-standard software program produced by Adobe that enables
photographers to edit digital images on screen and save them as a JPEG,
TIFE PNG or GIFE It was initially named Display, and was created by
Thomas and John Knoll in 1988.

PictBridge
A system for printing direct from a camera to a compatible printer without

the need for first uploading images to a computer.

Pictorialism

An artistic approach to photography, dominant during the late 19th and
early 20th century. Instead of being straightforward documents of reality,
photographs were given a more painterly, soft-focus appearance. Processes
such as bromoil, gum bichromate and platinum printing, which involved
manipulating a photograph’s tones and texture using brushes, pigments

and inks, were popular among Pictorialists.

-112 -



— 21 8 55941 o guaild | Slmllaan yugold -

‘:’b"d‘ﬁw‘
Eongeaill Gall 1a 52330 Aatill aMe ¥l Bl 2 Lo yais el und 3is oug ssun Loluull
Ay ¢ L I a1 ol | LA sy O S i liina g il ¢ 520 sl M5 o

MRV L“):‘u-“’ﬁk}" JSLU)%LZG.A ‘;}A 35 A

J}‘A”@na
ESTORNy T3 »\54@13;_\;:.#)5..‘:@_‘;0&4:»&.._‘;.‘gﬁﬁ}bgﬁ;‘l@gbﬂ;&jmﬁgp\‘
31 Lgin Al 553l 350 (135S59 e Lo g il B yglamia s prad el le 2BeY (o L gia uals

el Olase Bee a3 Busly 3 )gumn oy dalis (sSs2) 283 g8l gan Hguo e grad

Sremall B2 95 9all p gl
a1 |yalS oy 3o e 33l el Lghy oS ¥ a1 42301 e Ln Y1 gt ga
Aty Al 0 2 g ol Joma Aol gy ygame N D-SLR 35 a0l & cuall ool 3 2 S Lol

el 353 e 5 ypmll 3

Cgdigigd
9 3 58 gLl (e g2 2 5 2 g35al1 guaill @lle 2 g Y1 g iall Aonlae pali
(ol e 0185 21988 ale ol ull 1 oya o 15¥1 B3 saill =y . Adobe 285 Y1
Thomas and (s g3 (53 sollags (re IS Bama 2 (a9 (o3l iadg) Display diwus

.John Knoll

TS
el el el 3len 1 Lalai 1) Aol (393 5 pdilse | ypalSI (pa gl e L) bl

ol (e el

PSS — B2 53 AT e )
Ol JSgls e sl oyl 3G 2SS LA 52 g3gal s upennll B (o nlie
La sl penll 1 Lete @l 3] 3l 503 Al 2 g39all spanll Jax e aingg o pall
frasng (bromoil Jugag sull Fis i3ue clais auii s e3lS wlls Ja¥y 3l S )
sl 23 platinum printing aseta 3Ll deLibally . gum bichromate cules S ils

LYy BaeaYly

-113 -



N*<><2<CﬁmWOHOZZhWHHIQmmUnw>

- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

Pincushion distortion

A lens fault or aberration that causes parallel lines in an image to bow in-
wards towards the centre, and is seen when shooting with telephoto lenses.
The effect is similar to one you'd see if an image was printed on a pincush-
ion. It can be corrected using post-capture software such as Photoshop.

Pinhole camera

A camera that uses a small hole instead of a lens to project an inverted
image on to photographic film or a digital sensor. Exposures are usually
manually operated and can range from several seconds to hours in dura-
tion. D-SLRs can be converted to pinhole cameras by replacing the lens
with a piece of plastic drilled with a hole of around 0.3mm in diameter.
Alternative pinhole cameras have been made with anything from wheel-
ie-bins to shoe boxes.

Pixels

Every digital photograph is made up of millions of square-shaped dots
called pixels (the term derives from “picture elements”). Like the tiles in a
mosaic, they blend together to create a photorealistic image. Zooming into
your images using the Zoom tool in Photoshop/ Elements enables you to
see, and then edit, each of these building blocks if you choose.

Pixelated

A digital image in which individual pixels can be clearly seen, either due to
very low resolution or high magnification of a small part of an image.
Pictures are sometimes deliberately pixelated, for example when someone’s
face is obscured in a newspaper for legal reasons.

Plugin

A piece of software that adds functionality to an existing computer program.
Plugins are available for many digital image manipulation programs, in-
cluding Photoshop/Elements, providing an increased range of effects and
transformations.

Polariser

A filter that only transmits light vibrating in one plane. It can be used to
deepen the colour of part of a picture, such as the sky. It can also be used
to eliminate or reduce reflections on non-metallic surfaces, such as water
or glass. It must be rotated in front of the lens until you achieve the desired
effect. See circular polariser.

Positive

An image that gives an accurate representation of the composition, tones
and colours of the original subject being photographed, as opposed to a
negative in which the subject’s composition, tones and colours are reversed.
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PPI
Pixels per inch. A measure of the resolution (density of pixels) in a print or

on-screen image.

Predictive autofocus

A sophisticated autofocus setting where the focus is not only adjusted until
the shutter is actually fired, but continues to be adjusted during the delay
between pressing the shutter and the picture actually being taken. This

enables the camera to focus more accurately on moving subjects.

Prefocusing

A manual focusing technique used for photographing moving subjects.
The lens is focused on a point or at a distance, which you anticipate the
subject is going to move through. The shutter is released when this point

is reached.

Previsualisation
A term first introduced by Ansel Adams, which he defined in his book The
Camera (1980) as “the ability to anticipate a finished image before making

the exposure”.

Prime lens

A non-zoom lens, that is, a lens with a single and fixed focal length.

Program exposure
Any exposure mode where the camera defines both the aperture and the

shutter speed.

Program shift

A program exposure mode in which the camera sets the shutter speed and
aperture automatically, but the photographer has the option of altering the
bias between the two readings to set a preferred shutter speed or aperture

without changing the overall exposure.

PSD

Photoshop’s (and Elements’) own file format, which preserves components
such as layers and transparency that aren’t supported by some formats (in-
cluding JPEG). It’s worth saving an edited photo as a PSD if you might

want the option to revisit layers or adjustment layers at a later time.
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