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Table-top photography

Images of small objects or a miniature scene, arranged on a table top.

Talbotype
See calotype.

Teleconverter

A supplementary lens used between a primary lens and the camera body to
increase the focal length range of the primary lens. For example, a 1.4 tel-
econverter on a 200mm lens will increase the focal length to 280mm, but
causes a corresponding reduction in the maximum aperture size.

Telephoto

A term generally used to describe any long-focus lens (in 35mm photogra-
phy, a lens with a focal length of 85mm upwards). However, telephoto
technically refers to a long-focus lens in which the physical length of the
lens is shorter than its focal length, a design feat achieved by its internal
lens assembly.

Terabyte (TB)
Unit for measuring computer memory or disk storage capacity, which is
roughly equivalent to 1,000 gigabyrtes.

TFT (thin film transistor)
High-quality colour LCD technology, widely used for rear displays on dig-
ital cameras.

Thumbnail

A small, low-resolution version of a larger image. It’s often used in image
management applications such as Adobe Bridge and Organizer to make it
easier and faster to search through and preview your photo collection. The
small representations of each layer in the Layers panel in Photoshop and
similar software are also referred to as thumbnails.

Three-quarters lighting

Used in portraiture, this style of lighting is created by placing a light at
approximately 45 degrees from each side of the centre line of the face. It
lights three quarters of the face, leaving a shadow area along the side oppo-
site to the light that gives the face depth and volume.
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TIFF (Tagged Image File Format)
Digital image format used to record files with maximum available detail.

Files can be large, although this can be reduced using lossless compression.

Time exposure

See long exposure.

Time-lapse
Technique where pictures are taken of the same subject at regular intervals.
Some time-lapse photographers record an event that takes place over a

long period of time, such as a butterfly emerging from a chrysalis.

TLR

Stands for twin-lens reflex. A TLR camera has two lenses of the same focal
length; one is used for taking the picture while the other provides the im-
age for the waist-level viewfinder, seen via a 45-degree mirror. The two

lenses are connected so that focusing is the same on both lenses.

Tog
Short form for ‘photographer’.

Tone mapping
A technique used in image processing to reduce the range of tonal values
in a high dynamic range image, so it looks more natural when shown on a

computer monitor or in print.

Toning

Changing the colour of a black-and-white print or digital image. In tradi-
tional photography, black-and-white prints are usually toned using chem-
icals to change the metallic silver in the print emulsion to a silver com-
pound. This happens in sepia and selenium toning. Other processes, such
as platinum and gold toning, are known as metal-replacement toners.
Similar effects can be produced in digital images using post-processing

techniques.

Toy camera

An inexpensive and easy-to-use film camera, such as the Holga, Lubitel,
Lomo LC-A and Diana. Their lens quality and general build leads to vi-
gnetting, image blur, distortion and light leaks, but many photographers

enjoy incorporating these flaws into their images for artistic effect.
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