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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

XMP

Stands for extensible metadata platform. A labelling technology used by a
number of image-editing programs, including the Photoshop family. It
records information about a file, and is usually embedded within the file
itself. With raw files, the XMP information is recorded separately.

XR

Stands for extra refractive, a type of glass used in Tamron lenses. It can
bend light at wider angles than normal glass, helping to make the overall
size of the lens smaller.

Y

Yellow filter
In film photography, yellow filters were often used by black-and-white
landscape photographers to darken a blue sky and brighten the landscape.

Yevonde, Madame

Madame Yevonde (1893-1975) popularised the use of colour in portrait
photography in the early 1930s. She’s most famous for her studio portraits
of the mid-1930s that made creative use of costumes and props.

Z

ZA
Stands for Zeiss Alpha — a range of Sony lenses designed by Carl Zeiss.

Zone system
The Zone system is a systematic technique for calculating the best possible
film exposure and development. It was formulated in around 1940 by

photographers Ansel Adams (1902-84) and Fred Archer (1889-1963).

Zoom
A lens with a variable angle of view. On a zoom lens, the focal length can
be changed while the focus remains the same.

Zoom ratio

The relationship between the shortest and longest focal length setting of a
zoom lens. For example, a 14-42mm lens has a zoom ratio of 3:1, or 3x; a
50—500mm lens has a zoom ratio of 10:1, or 10x.
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