- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

Appendix

Camera

A camera is an optical device for capturing images or videos. The word
“camera” was derived from Latin origin “camera obscura” which means
dark chamber. The dark chamber was first described in the Book of Oprtics,
written by Arabian physicist Alhazen (965-1040 AD).

Photography

Photography is the art of recording light using a device called camera, either
electronically by means of an image sensor, or chemically by means of a
light-sensitive film. The word “photography” was derived from Greek (1839),
and it consists of two words: “photo” which means light, and “graph” which
means drawing, so the meaning is drawing with light. See camera film and
image sensor.
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