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B (Bulb)
A shutter speed setting that enables you to keep the shutter open for as
long as the shutter release is held down, usually with a remote release. Its

used for long exposures of up to several minutes.

Backlighting

An image is backlit when the light source is on the far side of the subject
in relation to the camera. It means that there’s more light coming from
behind the subject than is directly on the subject itself. It’s often used to
separate the subject from the background to make a subject more dramat-
ic, or to make a silhouette.

Backup
A copy of a digital file that’s kept in case of damage to, or loss of, the orig-
inal digital image.

Ballhead

A type of tripod head in which the head mount, which holds the camera,
is attached to a ball-and-socket joint. When the socket is tightened using
the ball lock knob, it locks the head in place.

Barn doors
Four hinged doors fixed on the front of studio lights. The doors are used
to modify the shape and direction of the light.

Barnack, Oskar

Barnack (1879-1936), an optical engineer and industrial designer, is
known as ‘the father of 35mm photography’ for his work as the head of
development at the Leitz camera company. He designed the first Leica
camera, which went on sale in 1925, and introduced the 24 x36mm for-
mat (now known as 35mm) for still photography.

Barrel distortion

Barrel distortion is a lens fault or aberration that causes straight, parallel
lines in an image to bow outward, and is seen when shooting with wide-an-
gle lenses. The wider the lens, the greater the distortion. The appearance is
similar to the effect youd see if an image was wrapped around a barrel. It
can be corrected using post-capture software.
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Beauty dish

A studio lighting device used to give a flattering effect in portrait and fash-
ion photography. It consists of a large circular dish-shaped reflector, usual-
ly around 40-50cm in diameter, with a light source in the centre. The light
usually has an opaque cover so that only the diffused light reflected from

the dish reaches the subject.

Bellows

A concertinaed tube made of flexible, light-proof material that separates a
lens from the camera body. Bellows were first used on very early cameras
in the mid-19th century, and are still used on large-format equipment
(such as the Ebony view cameras) today. They allow the plane of focus to
be adjusted via a swing and tilt mechanism. Bellows are also used instead
of extension rings on SLR cameras for making more finely adjustable mac-

ro images.

Bit
The basic unit from which any digital piece of data is made. Each bit has a
value of either 0 or 1. The sizes of digital files are usually counted in bytes,

which are each made up of eight bits.

Bit depth

The number of bits used to record the colour of a single pixel. Digital
cameras usually use at least eight bits for each of the red, green, and blue
channels, providing a 24-bit depth, and a possible 16,700,000 colours.
Many D-SLRs offer higher bit depths when set to record in raw mode.

Black trinity

A derogatory name given by fashion and portrait photographer Norman
Parkinson (1913-1990) to three photographers who emerged in the late
1950s and early 1960s: David Bailey (born 1938), Brian Duffy (1933-
2010), and Terence Donovan (1936-1996). This trio worked in a more
relaxed and spontaneous style, and became the leading fashion and portrait

photographers of the period.
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Blending mode

Blending modes determine how the pixels in a layer interact with the un-
derlying pixels on other layers instead of simply covering them. Some
blending modes are much more useful for photo editing than others. Mul-
tiply is used to darken an image, and Screen to lighten it; Overlay and Soft

Light boost contrast.

Blown out
Bright areas in a photo that are over-exposed are said to be blown out.

They won't hold any detail and will be bleached white.

Bokeh

Derived from the Japanese word for ‘blur’, this term is used to describe the
aesthetic quality of the blur in out-of-focus areas of a picture, or the lens
creating them. Smooth, circular out-of-focus highlights are a feature of

‘good bokeh.’

Bounce flash
Indirect flash-lighting technique, where the flashgun is angled to bounce
off a wall, ceiling, or other reflector. This scatters the illumination, creating

a softer lighting effect.

Bounding box
In Photoshop, a rectangular border around a selected part of an image that

can be dragged to transform, rotate, scale or move.

Bracketing
A system for increasing the chances of getting the correct exposure by
taking a sequence of pictures with a slightly different exposure setting for

each. See autobracketing.

Brady, Mathew
Mathew Brady (1822-1896) was a pioneering American photographer,
famous for his photographs of the American Civil War and his portraits of

prominent Americans, including Abraham Lincoln.
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Brandt, Bill

Bill Brandt (1904-1983) was an important British photographer who be-
gan his career documenting the British class system in the 1930s. He went
on to photograph London in the war years before bringing his unique style

to landscapes, portraiture and finally abstract nudes.

Bridge camera

A camera that bridges the gap between compacts and D-SLRs. They are
similar in appearance and handling to small D-SLRs, but they have a fixed,
usually ‘superzoom’ lens, with some models offering up to a 50x optical
zoom. Instead of a D-SLR’s optical viewfinder, they have an electronic

viewfinder.

Brightness range
This is the difference between the brightness of the brightest part of the
subject and the brightness of the darkest part of the subject. Also known as

Subject Brightness Range (SBR).

Bromeoil

A photographic process in which prints made on silver bromide paper are
chemically bleached and hardened before an oil pigment is applied. It was
popular among Pictorialist photographers from its invention in 1907 until

the 1930s.

Brownie

The name of a series of simple box cameras made by the Eastman Kodak
company. The first Brownie went on sale in 1900, and was intended to
make photography simpler and more affordable for everyone. The cameras

were named after the cartoon characters created by illustrator Palmer Cox.

Buffer
Temporary memory used by a digital SLR. The size of the buffer in a cam-
era helps dictate the maximum burst rate, and the number of shots per

burst.
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