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- The Complete Dictionary of Photography -

Dioptric correction
The facility provided on some cameras for adjusting the viewfinder to suit
the user’s eyesight. Limited adjustment is built-in, and some cameras per-

mit further modification with the use of additional dioptre lenses.

Disc film

A short-lived format introduced by Kodak in 1982. The disc-shaped film,
housed in a plastic cartridge, contained 15 negatives measuring 11x8 mm.
After each exposure, the disc rotated to the next frame. Poor image quality

made it unpopular, and it was discontinued in 1999.

DNG (Digital Negative)

DNG is a raw file format invented by Adobe and used by some camera
manufacturers. An advantage of DNG is that, unlike other raw formats, it
isn’t specific to just one camera manufacturer or model, and it isn't just a
read-only format — you can save your files in DNG format too. A free
DNG converter application available from Adobe at www.adobe.com/

products/dng enables you to convert any raw file into a DNG.

DO
Diffractive Optics is used on a handful of Canon telephoto lenses. The
technology enables these long lenses to be made smaller and lighter than

equivalents using conventional optical designs.

Dodge tool

A way of lightening selected areas of the image during digital manipula-
tion. The tool gets its name (and its spoon-shaped icon) from the tradi-
tional darkroom technique of ‘dodging’, where parts of a print are shielded
from exposure and therefore given less light than other parts. See also Burn

tool.

Doughnuts
The name given to the ring-shaped bokeh created by the unique construc-

tion of a mirror lens.

DPI

Dots per inch. Strictly speaking, a measure of the density of dots of ink
that a printer lays down on paper. Compare image resolution (density of
pixels) of a print or on-screen image at a certain size, measured in pixels per

inch.
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