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Through [Mahfouz],in the cultural sphere to which he belongs, the
art of the novel and the short story has attained international
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standards of excellence, the result of a synthesis of classical Arabic
tradition , European inspiration and personal artistry.
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Latin American literature has won acclaim in the cultural life of
today. Many impulses and traditions cross each other. Folk culture,
including oral storytelling, reminiscences from old Indian culture,
currents from Spanish baroque, influences from European surrealism
and other modernism blended into a spiced and life-giving brew.
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Its innovative power made modernity, which began as a local
western phenomenon ,a universal project capable of forcing its
theoretical and practical principles on all but the most isolated
civilizations" V.
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If the Nobel Prize had existed 6000 years ago when Egypt's
civilization began, or even 2000 years ago, when the famous library and
university of Alexandria were established, Egypt would have scored
very highly in many fields. In recent times, however, Egypt and the
Arab World, which gave to science Ibn Sine (Avicenna), Ibn Rushed
(Averroes), Ibn Hayan (Giber), Ibn Haytham (Alhazen), and others
have had no prizes in science or medicine. I sincerely hope that this first
one will inspire the young generations of developing countries with the
knowledge that it is possible to contribute to world science and
technology.
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