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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS

T OF 37,3
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J gested telegram to Cairo, However, we are inclined to the

belief that the situation of the Latin American Republics
is not analogous Lo that of Egypt at present, in that the
former are not in an active theater of war. If one of

the Latin American Repuhlics were a scene of hostilities
to which the British had been diverting large guantities
of ordnance and shipping acutely needed by themselves,
they would hardly hesitate to offer friendly advice should

we become involved in serlous difficulties with the govern-

ment of that republie,

It will be recalled that even prior to ocur entry int&?
oe

the war the Britlsh formally invited our intervention jin H

the affairs of IYran. When we, uninvlited, intervened in

¢v6l 2

the affairs of Iraq, the British expressed warm appreci-
ation of our action. Our proposed action in the present
instance, of course, contemplated something far short of
"intarventlon" and, as will be noted, envisaged merely the
expression of a "hope" by this Government that a means
might be found to keep Egypt om even keel in the present
vital
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vital period of military operations there, in which we
have a heavy stake.

In view of the actual importanéa of the Near East
as a combat area and avenue of military supplies in respect
of which this Government has already devoted substantlial
efforts and assuned large commitments, would you not agree
in a general way that we cannot remain wholly inactive
when any country in that ares shows definite possibllities
of going to pleces, elither politically or economically?

WallaEM
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE =

DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS

February 5, 1942.
Memorandum for Signing Officer:

¥We are 1mpellsd %o sugzest the despatch of the
attached draft telegram to Celiro in view of the disturb-
ing possibilities inberent in the Egyptian situation in
connection with the conduct of the war.

It would seem highly undesirable for the British
to remove King Farouk from the throne owing to the
likelihood that he would beoome a martyr in the eyes
of his pecple and a rallying-point for disaffection,
sabotage and attacks direoted at the British. In com-
parable eircumstances in the past the Egyptiana have
shown a very coneglderable capacity for trouble-makipg
and have even resorted to assasainatiqons. Any suoch
development would also provide Axis propegandists with
a remarkable opportunity for playlng upon the sympathies
of the Arab and Moslem world.

It should be remarked that Sir Mlles Lempson, the
British Ambaasador at Calro, has consistently handled
Farouk without tact and that he appeara in the King's
eyes as a fault-finding schoolmaster.

Puring the last war, the British were able to
renove A Khedlve of Egypt without diffloulty, but they

do hot appear to reallze the immense damage to thelr

prestige
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preastige in the East which has resulted from their
lack of strength In the present struggle which is par—-
ticularly manifest at this time.

Nahas Pasha, who 13 now being called to the premier-
shlp at the dictate of the British, has long been the
leading exponent of Egyptian nationalism and independence,
end a3 such he has commanded the alleglance of the great
mass of Egyptlans. In consequence, the recent actions
of British, which have served effective notice that
Egyptian Independsnce 18 not only a fiction but one
which has worn completely through, place Nahas in a
difrficult position whereby he may lose his politlcal
following.

In these circumstances, we have thought 1t well to
put in a word to Sir Oliver Lyttleton, the British Minlster
of State, who has general political supervision in the
Middle East, but we have not overlocked the possibility
that the present Egyptlan crlisis may be geared directly
into Axls plans.

Wallave Murray
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