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MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subjeot: Tolegram from Mr, Landis Regarding
the Present Pollticgl Grilj.)l' in Egypl.

Y E
Aefersnoe is made to %telegram no, 9'?.'5,/5.pr11 20, noon
eddressed to you by Mr. lLandlae regarding the present pclitical
cripgls in Zgypt.

The nature of this orlels may bs summarired briefly as
followa:

The Eing of Egypt has inforzed ths Pritish Azbassador that

he daslirecthe diemleeal of Fahaa Pasha, the present Prime Kiniater

baczuse of alleged attempts on the part of tha Prime Hinister

te undermine the Xing and on account of the alleged eorruption
of the present regime, The King proposed ths establishment of

a govemnent headed by tha present Chief of the Royal Cablnet,
The British Ambaseador notifisd lils Covarnment of thip develop-
ment and recelved a message froa Hr. Churshill stating that this
metter is of euch ilmpertancs that 1% nust be pubmitted to the
British Cabinet and instruating the British Azbassador to requast
the King not to take any aoticon which might disturb the existing
situation. As msy be noted, the British Asbassador Anformed

the King of Nr. Churchill's rsgueat.

1%t may be noted that, in the telegram under reforsnge,
¥r. Landlo atates that he assumes that thle Government has glven
conslderation to the question of consulting with the British
Governuent in regard to the pollitical orisie in Fgypt. Ezypt
la within an area of primary British military renponsibility.
Furthermors, the British Government has a treaty of ¢lose mili-
tary alllance with Fgypt. In as much as ths desfense of Egypt is
& primary Eritish reasponaibility, 1% is considersd that in view
of the meocurity angle, the pressnt Fgyptian politinal crisis 1s
@f primary conosrn to the British Governmsnt rather than to this
Government, It is belleved, therefore, that recsnt developments
in Egypt, at thelir present stage at least, nesd not be diacusssd
with the British by this Government. Since 1% 1s ths primary
rilitary responsibility of the Britiah, it ie ccnaidersd that
the Eritlsh should assume the initiative in Zealing with the
present ocrisis. _ .--~\

Enclosurs: - Q!),
Faraphrase af telegram no, e i

973, April 20, 1944, nocn, \e petead
fros Calro,. :

_ ajer

TIPS TR TR TR T A b 6 RCIT) WU 4 1|
I.fb‘:‘h J)‘- L}; i)‘ﬂ!, L-’JJ"I' Z,.F-J U’

8.81/00°288
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Officer in Charge of the American Mission

Cairo.
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The Secretary of State encloaes for the strictly
confldentlal information of the Cfficer in Charge of
the American Misslon coples of memorandas of conversations
which took place in London between offlicers of the
Department and Brltish officlala regarding matters re-
lating to Egypt, Iraq}and the Midale East Supply Center,

Coples of these memoranda are also enclosed for
dellvery to the Amerlcan Iirector of Economic Operations

in the Middle Eamt,

Enclosures:

l. Memorandum of Conversation,
April 14, 1944, entitled
"Egypt" (Two copies).

2, Memorandum of Conversation,
April 26, 1944, entitled
*Mler Alrworke Case and
Related Matters (Two copies),

O« Memorandum of Converaation,
April 26, 1944, entitled
"Egypt". (Two copies).

4, Memorandum of Conversation,
Aprll 18, 1944, entltled
"Iraq" {Two coples),

5. Memorandum of Conversation,
April 18, 1944, entitled
"Middle East Supply Center!
{(Two copies}),





