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OBSERVER SUNDAY 9 OECEMBER 1990

‘Author of The Satanic Verses never set out to insult [slam’

\w British Muslim speaks out:
‘Rushdie fatwa must go’

Hasham El-Exsawy, ong  hurt them, Rushdis stid. The Rushdie ks been bonest with which the firca was based
of ihe first Brfish Mushims  dilogue moved forward. | put - humelf, would dissppear,

ta campaign againgt the I o b that: "¥ou said some-  The nexz tedephone call, two  Rushdic had flu, which inter~

novel, reveals how thing in the Melvyn Bragg telc~ dayn later, 29 long sa the firs: rupted the discussions for @

telophone conversations (08 interview st Sepiember  ane, started with hip saying: '§ - whike, thee he wrote me 0 __ﬁ
that I want to ask you sbout. hyve beon thinking about what Stber in which ke crystall

with Salman Rushdie fed  yo, eaid: “Giod knows posit wided
H . ... you said lasf timme, that you do  Fis jan. He pro umipie
kim ta ¢all for the death  Was ther & Freudian wtip? T do i am as sctular 23 1 evidence that be never was an
_ senlence o bs [lfted. not believe you are the atheist out to be. You are encmy of Islam. 1 beliewe bim.
—_— . «\E make yourself cut to be* right, poi. | have often  Rushdic wrats: *No, 1do not
“T'HIS 13 Solman Rushdie," said W went over our respestive r 3 God-shaped have any (orms| belief, but nor

the voice oF Y uSWering  vicwsof many tslamicand other
machine. Then, after 3 short isyer. We spreed on almost
Huuﬁ _n_._e_:: talk ._M_wou later.'  everything,
e dizlogue Grially he bei pocrite? Is
started, (wo years late, but bete nE_MHEﬂnMan,Wu 0 n“ﬂ:«yﬂ
to7 late than never. for thie purpose of gaimng bis

Ruzhdie 1o Jslam, | wat only, there remains an unexplained
uying o explorc his views mystery. As we szid wihen we
zhout i, tpoke, to &all that mystery
Bug I must admit that | bars "God” seem o me #2 reason~

1 wanted frst 1o find out i freedom! bourcd @ secret wish that able a position: 23 to ¢all it by a

Rushdie could confirm many of p i [T seientilic term.
e e ] D 5 byt o vt ook oy e} SRS
- the guestion of spiituzl wa

ysell (bmt. might or wrong, exiremely shaky greunds o

aj peop
Gn_.nen.n:cu:uno_:u:u

serms genuine to me'? Yos, it iz the greac  world

true. including Islam.”
13 it true (hat he was angry In, the followimg zall 1 wanted
that somedne ar a dinzer party In discover how much Rushdis

quoted him a1 saying thae he
,ﬁnn e Quyan g comical
k? Yeu.

But did ke mean by this
much-guoted and Tittle ender-
stood statement that he actually
1dentifies himse!f with the Mus-

knaows sbout [slam. It was dur- N . N N .

i came . an  strugphere  of secnlar Rushdieon thealogical grounds. It i by defending his book thar  wives. Although this ides is dis-

ﬁnﬁ-%?ﬂﬁi wﬁnuwn...v_w-» Rushie grew For him to be an spostate, ke  Rushdic can defend bimself, tasteful to the Muslims who

% iy o upia. most nﬁ.rﬂn vn“.nﬁn. -bunwh He -MNW ._F.:“En i a w..:-dww-nnnn_.nwmon“amnnwnﬁn

i1 slim - was ool Ay Graslaan see, ezding of his book that can give  Prophet an i3 usc] ,

mﬂ“-uma&%%.-!nﬁh.nﬂ.ﬂ v““%whnnuﬂﬁa: Hﬂﬂ-ﬁi? now. The fizoa cogst go. great offence, but there are Rushdie™s intent was to com-

Dever had an Islamic edugation. [act moying n the other direce 1o subsequent discussion 1 O06r readings too, All the pare the pious ways of life wub

lima, not_against them? Yes, SR He never met a Mislim scholar  tioa, clcier 1o Jslam, Thin fislgs sugpeseed to hisy G he dosulw bave come our of 2 ihe profane Hetdeacriged how

laswita against Muslims wouid ok animora oo his quesiions.  nifisat, Whitever we thick Of deuounoe The Sarpmic ersr, S0R by o cancts, who i s prostivites lauged (o a0
hurthim as moch as they would — Las) week's Obssrver report en the mowe for & plea.  Intelicctunlly, perhaps, it way ihe fatne, if doed not epply to  He refused, I larer realised why, 8018 mad. To him, things arc ul goadness,

Dot real. You can oot eapectan  lopged (o become hanos A
ot persan to sty sans things. protected and respected like the
T Rushdse, [ now ndmil, n=ver s Prophey’s wives.
out ko insult efam, Ruoshdie is mot gwilty s

Back in January, our society charged abowe, byt do the
circulated 2 statement on the [anpticy kuow that? Most likely
Boahlie issoe ro gll the [lamic not, since they mostly <om-
organisatiors in Brifain which deained the novel withooe resd-
had 4 very calming efect onthe ing it 2ad condemaed the
owjerity of British Muslimy. suthor withoat a fair trial, They
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THE un._mw Ecu_ﬁ._muman
who has begun talks with Sal- is to make it more va_z_
man Rushdie said last night he The Muslim leader said he
was prepared ta travel to Arab  which has co-ordinated the had had a1 least five telephone
countriesto urge that the fatwa national campaign against Mr \conversations ‘with Mr
onthe author'slifebedropped. Rushdje, is against negolia- o Rushdic,

The man, whose aclivities tions. Its spokesman, Mr1gbal He said he was convinced
were revealed by Mr Rushdie Sacrani, dismissed Mr Rush. fthat Mr Rushdie had ngt set
last week, said he wanted to die's claims about talks as a | out deliberalely to insult Islam
remain aponymous because he figment of his imagination. or the Prophet Mohammed,
did not want his efforts to help  Mr Sacrani said: “There can | and that he would do every-
the author of The m.ﬂ___n_.a:..M be no cummon ground between \hing possible to help the

5 Amit Roy

Verses to he “sabgtaged by ) Muslims and a self-confessed author rehabilitate himselé
*fanatics" apastate, and Muslims have with the Muslim community.
& The Mdslim leader told The never sought a dialogue, much The Muslim leader con-
Sunday Telegraph: *‘l am less negotiations, with the tacted Mr Rushdie after the
pleased with the progress in author of this sacrilegious author had appeared on Mel-
our conaversations and book vyn Bragg's South Bank Show
extremely hopeful. WhenMus- It is inevitable that the in early October. lle was
lims know the real situation leader who has come out so impressed with Mr Rushdie’s
they will come to understand openly for Mr Rushdie will be commenis and his insistence
Rushdie is not the enemy, He attacked by other Islamic rep- that he had never sought to
made a few mistakes, but he is  resentatives, It will aiso raise chatlenge Muslims,
not the only one.” the question- of who really jie sent word to Rushdie via
He said he would be pre- speaksfor the one million Brit- the police who guard the
pared to preseat Mr Rushdie’s ish Muslims, many of whom author that he would like to
case lo the leaders of Araband  want the matter resolved. speal to him, I was surprised
Muslim countries. In an intetview last week ) when Rushdie rang.” He was
Other Muslim leaders aref with BBC2's The Late Skow, Mr/ busy at the time and requested
sceptical that Mr Rushdie has) Rushdie disclosed that he was{ Mr Rushdie ring back in 20
lalked to one of their number. / “talking with Musliin leaders | minutes which the author did.
The United Kingdom Com-{_ to try to find common ground". Over the next few days, they
mittee oo Islamic Affairs, Headded that there “isalot keld several conversations (it

,noEBau ground and the ghint =

Rushdie: ‘common ground’
was always Mr Rushdie who
rang), and as a result the Mus-
lim leader felt he had perhaps
been premature in condemn-
ing the author’s motivation in
writing the novel,

The Muslim leader said: 1
am convinced now that he did
nat set out with the intention
of insulting lIslam. 1 said to
him, 'Have we misunderstood
you then?” He wrote it in good
faith. He identifies himself
with Muslims.

“What he wants is under-
standing. He has suffered and
is sutfering. What I am trying

ushdie

L 3]

to do is help him get this under-
standing.”’ Mr Rushdie offered
no concessions, such as an
offer to withdraw The Salenic
Verses — this has been Lhe
central demand by British
Muslim leaders — but said he
thought “the book has had its
nalyral life”

This was taken to mean he
would not invalve himself in
further efforts to promote the
novel (it has sold more than a
million capies worldwide),

The leader alse rejected the
view that Mr Rushdie was an
apostate, which he defined as
someone who had rejected his
faith. Mr Rushdie, he argued,
had grown up in a westerpised
envirenment and was discover-
ing Islam for the first time.
“He is going the other way
and, therefore, the question of
apostasy dees nol arise at all.”

He had a reason for wanting
to see Mr Rushdie resume
something approaching a nor-
mal life. At the moment, it is
Muslims and the religion of
Islam which is in_the dock.
Istam is not a religion that
issues death threats.”

LAR!
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Musll

©ts :f'ﬂn Balley

seek

confident that Rushdie would
want to meet Muslim theolo-
gians, including those from
Iran.’ Last Sunday we revealed
details of the first direct contact
between Rushdie and a Muslim
leader since Ayatollah Khom-
eini’s farwe forced the author
into hiding nearly two years

THE MUSLIM lesder involved
ins leugthy dialogue with Sal-
man Rushdi hopes to arrange
frce-to-face meeting between
the author and Islumic leaders
from the Middle East and have
the death threat against him

lifted. ago.
Dr  Hesham El-Bssawy[ Dr El-Essawy, an Egyptian-
revealed yesterday that he is the/ born Loadon dentist, is chair-

man who has been in regul

man of the Islamic Sociery for
touch with The Sotanic Vers

the Promotion of Religious Tcl-

- wui ﬁeexcluswely erance. Aithwugh known as a
The Ob:crwr. said: * moderate, his call for a with-
N AD .. =,

VY

ushdie pardon

drawal of the farwa is of special
significance hecause he was |8
among the first Muslims to )
campaign against the novel,

He is convinced Rushdie now
accepts the existence of God and
is & Muslim believer.

He suggests that Rushdie
may not insist that The Satanic
Verses go into paperback.

W A group of Iranian clergy-
men said yesterday the death
sentence on Rushdie was ‘u [
divine decree” that could foi be e

iifted *by anyone at sny tiae', Rushdie at & book slgnlng
Muslim speaks out, page 4 last week.
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THE TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER 6 1990

Rushdie
bubbles
to the
surface

By BrLL FrosT

DRINKING champagne and
chatting to customers, Saiman
Rushdic emerged briefly from
qiding yesterday 1c sign copies
of his latest book, Haroun-and
the Sea of Storjes, at a
bookshop in Hampstead,
north London. Accompanied
by exccutives from his
publishers and bodyguards, he
spent 20 minutes at the shop.

The manager of Water-
stone’s bookshop in Hamp-
stead, who declined to be
named, said 100 copics were
sold. “Mr Rushdie scemed
calm and relaxed. He told us
how nice it was to be in a
bookshop again.”

Stafl were given only min-
utes’ noti

iy L Sratl, & lict-
Jance photographer from
Highgate, said he was amazed
to see the author calmly
signing his books while still
under sentence of death
passed by the late Ayatollah
Khomeini.

The signing session was
ammanged by Penguin in
conjunciion with  Granta,
publishers of Mr Rushdie's
latest book. A spokeswoman
for Penguin said the arrange-
ments were made a little while
ago. “It was something he
really wanted to do and we
were very happy to co-
operate.”

Qne theory by a publishing
insider for Mr Rushdie’s de-
cision to venture out was that
he was testing the water in
response to less hostile signals
from Iran, perhaps indicating
that the death sentence may be
lifted soon.

1ast week the Islamic Soci-
ety for Religious Tolerance, a
London group, called for the
lifting of the fatwa against the
author. It said it had been in
touch with Mr Rushdie and
accepted that his book The
Satanic Verses had not been
intended 1o offend Muslims.

Yie
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Tehran to
be asked
o pardon

L]

Rushdie

Oo:i. DY e [ *

M artin Bailsy H { . )
CONTACT between Salmian ~
Rushdic and British Muslims - Rushdle: Admilts mistakes,
may lead to @ direct request to  Rushdie, who has been is in
Iran for a reprieve from Ayatol-  hiding undet armed police pro-
Iah Khomeini's death sentence,  lection since Aystollah Khom-

During six hours of telephone  €ini issued a farwa in February
talks with 2 moderate Mustim last year, has not yet met the
leader, Mr Rushdie indicated Muslim leader for discussions
that his offending book, The becauseofsecurity problems.
Satanic Verses, is approaching The ‘common  ground’
the end of its *natural life" and  between Mr,Rushdie and the
that Penguin is less likely to  Muslim leader centres on an
publish & paperback version, acknowledgement that the most
aecording to the Muslim, who  offensive words in The Saranic
asked not 1o be named. Intér-  Wersesare spoken by a character
viewed by The Observer yester- who is insane. We agreed that
day, he disclosed that Mr  you cannot expuct 2 mad person
Rushdie feels he ‘made mistakes o say sane things,’ the Muslim
aver the past two years', leader said. He also claimed that

In a television interview last Mr Rushdie may be moving
week, the author admitted that closer to [slam, ‘[‘rom our long
he was ‘talking with Muslim discussions I believe that he
leaders and trying to find the now has a grealer ynderstand-
n ground’. ing of Islam and is moving
' The moderate Muslim leader lowardsit,’ he explained.
confirmed to The Observer that He now hopes to embark on
the talks are expected to lead to international mission to
a direct approach to the [ranian zdyolve the dispate. '1 will be
authorities, going to the Al-Azhar Univer-
The discussions have taken sity in Cairo to tatk with leaders -
place on the telephone and some  there, I will then see whether it
of the conversations have lasted it possible to go on to Iran for
for more than an hour. Mr discussions,’ he said.
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