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Lo J sk
'All this leads us to the great question: which religion or wich sect served
Muhammad as his immediate model or, since the Koran alludes in various
places to persons who instructed the Prophet. who were these teachers?
Why is it so difficult to find a solution to this problem?
The main reasons are :
The Koran contains a huge mass of material which can traced to both Jewish
and Christian sources. This is true only of biblical and apocryphal literature
with which Muhammad might have been acquainted through Jewish and
Christian channels but it also holds good for elements from the Jewish lit-
urgy and lore which had found their way into Christian circles very early.
Moses is the predominant figure in the Koran. | would not like to too much empha-
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sis on the quantitative aspect although lay it is impressive enough; compared to
Jesus who is mentioned only four times in the Koran during the Maccan. that is, the
formative period of Muhammad's career. Moses'. name occurs there more than
a hundred times. Much more important is the fact that the stories about Moses
are not confined to certain chapters. but prevade the whole Koran and the idea of
Moses. the Prophet with a Book. possessed Muhammad to such and extend that
he immediately proceeded to produce a divine book of his own.

Although the general trend of Muhammad's ascetic. piestic religiousity with its
dominant note of dread of the iminent Day of Judgment seems to be more akin
to Christian monastic piety than to rabbinic Judaism. the way out of the diffi-
culty created by this apparently contradictory evidence, seems. to be the simple
assumption that the group of Jews who. we may suppose influenced Muham-
mad's beginnings. although they were basically ordinary Orthodox Jews, had
themselves come under the influence of monastic piety and adopted some of
its practices and also, some of its literature. To be sure, most. if not all of the in-
gredients of monastic piety which found their way into the Koran were already
present in some form in early Judaism. Vigils are mentioned several times in the
Book of Psalms and played a very important role in the life of the community of
the Dead Sea Scrolls. In Talmudic times. however, study at night took the place
of the nighly prayer. Prostrations were a characteristic feature of Jewish wor-
ship up to the second century. Later this practice was discouraged by the rabbis
precisely because it was so conspicuously preached by the monks.

The solution | venture to propose for the question concerning the identity
of Muhammad's mentors seems also to be the most plausible explanation
of the undiluted and uncompromising attitude on monotheism maintained.
This cannot be explained by his natural disposition or influence by mono-
theists of such desctiption - namely. Jews.

In conclusion, | wish to say this: Whether the solution | have proposed here for
the problem of the origin of Islam accepted or not. one thing is beyond doubt:
the battle which Muhammad so gloriously and so easily won over his Arab com-
patriots had been decided many centuries before on the hills of Judea."

129 5 Ll gl (1)
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If. as we have seen, there is a very close connection between Muhammad's
creation, the Koran and the religion of Israel. there is an even more amazing
affinity between the fully developed systems of the two religions. A com-
parison between the rabbinical Judaism of the Talmud and the classical Is-
lam of the orthodox jurists is extremely the main characteristic features of
their systems are identical or almost identical. Arabic, Shariah:
1. Islam, like Judaism is a religion of Halakha. in that is God - given law which
regulates minutely all aspects of life: law, worship. ethics and social eti-
guette. Halakha - Sharia is the very essence and core of both religions.
2. This religious law is based on the Oral Tradition called in Arabic. Hadith and
in Hebrew by words of identical meaning which interprets and supplement in
the written law. in Arabic. Kitab and in Hebrew. Torah the - Bikhtav which comes
from the same root - word.
3. The oral tradition foils into two parts. one legal in the widest sense of the
word and the other moral. In both Muslim and Jewish literature. they as-
sume the same form of loosely connected mazims and short anecdotes.
4. Although the Muslims had a State when they created their religious Law.
and although they had contact with the organized Christian churches, their
Sharia like the Jewish Halakha. was developed by a completely free and un-
organized republic of scholars. Rulers in classical Islam might make decisions
in regard to the special cases but they never created or officially promul-
gated laws on their own. Nor did Islam ever have a hierarchy of religious
dignitaries who decided questions while sitting in official synods or councils
as was the practice of the Christian churches.
5. In both Judaism and Islam, the religious law took its final shape in the
form of different schools or rites which originally represented the most
widely accepted decisions or usages of one country like the Jewish rites of
Palestine and Babylonia or Medina or Iraq with the conception common to
both religions was that these schools and rites were all equally orthodox.
6. The logical reasoning applied to the development of the religious law is
largely identical in Islam and Judaism which could not but have been the
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result of direct connetion.
7. The study of even purely legal matters is regarded in both religions as worship.
The holy men of Islam as in Judaism are not priests or monks but students of the
divinely - revealed law. Thus the Ulema in Muslim community occupy the same
functions as the rabbis among Jews.
8. Muslim religious law developed mainly In Irag. the chief centre of Jewish
studies at that time. (PP. 59 - 60)

:‘Watt J,z (1)
" There was some difficulty to begin with over the pagan shrines other than
the Ka'abah. The story of the "satanic" evidence for this. Muhammad. It is
reported. inspiration is the once received what he thought to be a genuine
revelation which ran as follows :
Have you considered al - Lat and ul - Uzza.
And Manat. the third. the other?
These are the fods to be exalted.
Whose intercession is hoped for.
This delighted the pagan meccans for they took it as an aknowledgement of
the worship of their pagan shrines....... Later, however, (though it is not cer-
tain how much later). Muhammad realized that the third and fourth verses
were not a genuine revelation but had been suggested to him by Satan and
that the true continuation of the first two was:
Have you the male issue and He the female
In that case. H. isa divisioin unfair,
They are nothing but names which you and your
fathers have given.......
This naturally annoyed the pagans who had been delighted by the previous
version. The point to note is that Muhammad did not at first see any incom-
patibility.
Presumably he thought that these three dieties. each of which had an im-
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portant shrine in the Meccan region. were something like angels.
The whole incident is interesting and impotatnt. however. and shows that
the Muslims decided and only gradually which animistic practices were
compatible with montheism and which were not. One aspect of the Arab
outlook made it easy for Islam to incorporate practices which had originally
been aministic. a practice could be regarded as commanded by God and hu-
man beings did not seek reasons for God's commands.
Thus the sanctuary at Mecca was sacred beause God had so decreed; the
circumambulation of the Ka'abah was obligatory for Muslims because God
had so decrewed and so on with many other rituals which came to form part
of the Pilgrimage.
When one looks at the details of what later became established Muslim us-
age one finds vestiges of animism omnipresent.
M.Watt. Islam and the Integration of Society. London, 1961.PP 188 - 189

tbls J52 0283 o Gludl e ol (1)
"The obstacles seem almost insuperable. All the distorted ideological con-
ception which have been noted would require to be corrected.
ISLAM WOULD HAVE TO ADMIT THE FACTS OF ITS ORIGIN _ the historical
influence of the Judaeo - Christian religious traditions and the cultural tra-
ditions of Syria. Iraq and Egypt.This would lead to a revised conception of
the relative importance of religious and cultural factors in the growth of Is-
lamic civilization. It would have to be prepared to learn, even in the religious
sphere.from Christian and hard. It would have to look again at the Jews and
that would be very centuries in which it thought of itself as the commu-
nity in whose life the history of mankind was consummated and realize that

whatever the future may bring. its rule during some of those centuries was
much humbler. would have to distinguish more radically. than has hitherto
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been done. between the essential principles of its divinety - given code of
conduct and the temporary applications and work out fresh applications to
novel circumstances, (p. 283).
L ks J s (1)
The sources of the Koran are unmistakable - Christian, Jewish and Arab heathen, Hijaz
itself had Jewish but no Christian colonies, but had Christian slaves and merchants,
It was surrounded by centres whence Christian ideas could have radiated into it.The
Prophet had two Abyssinan slaves, his muezzin Bilal and his future adopted son. Zaid.
He also had a Christian wife.Marya the Copt as well as a Jewish one.Safiyah bor n to
one of the Medinese tribes he desroyed. Drawn second - hand from heresay. the Ko-
ranic material does not distinguish between what is canonical and what is not. In the
story of Joseph. for Potephar's wife invites to a party those women whose instance.
tongues were wagging about her affair with Joseph' and when their eyes fall on him,
the knives in their hands fall on their wrists rather than the fruit they were eating.
Jesus speaks unto mankind in the cradle and fashions out of clay. a living bird which
has a parallel in the apocryphal Gospels of Infancy. Jesus' crucifixion is disclaimed
but not his ascension. Not only is his virgin birth accepted but his mother's seems to
have some superhuman feature where, however . she is confused with Mary. the sis-
ter of Aaron. Another confused biblical character is Haman. the favourite of the bib-
lical Ahaseuerus who is made the Minister of Pharoah. More serious than such slips
are verses reflecting the weak spots of Muhammad's career and character. Surah 33
verse 37 was revealed to justify Muhammad's marriage to the wife of his adopted
son. Zaid. Surah S3. verses 19 to 23 were revealed to withdraw an earlier recognition
of three Meccan goddesses as Intercessors with God.
Only part of his revelations were recored in his lifetime; the Text was not finally
"canonized" until A.D. 651. The miraculous character of the Koran relates not only
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In contrast to the Hadith, the Quran itself has remamed almost
intouched by any breath of evolutionary Criticism. Only a few Indian
liberals and still fewer Arab socialists have yet ventured to ques-

tion that the Quran Is the literally inspired Word of God. and that its
every statement is eternally true, right and valid®
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to origin and contents but to form. How could an unschooled man produce such a
work that is not only insuperable but inimitable. Even if men and jinn were to col-
laborate. they could not produce the Like of it. Muhammad was authorized by God
to challenge his critics to produce even one comparable Sura. (X:39) the challenge
- as expected - was never successfully defied. Especially when chanted does this
holy book seem to exercise by virtue of Us rhyhm and rhetoric, a quasi - hypnotic
effect upon its hearers even though they but dimly understand its meaning. The
impact is more on the emotion and imagination than on the intellect. (pp.14 - 16).
(1) H.A.R. Gibb. Modem Trends in Islam. New York, 1972. P. 50.
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"What would remain of the Gospels if he applied to them the
same methods he applies to the Quran?®@"
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(1) Michael Cook. Muhammad. 1987, Oxford University Press. PP. 77 - 80.
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(2) Maxime Rodinson, A Critical Survey of Modem Studies on Muhammad. P. 61
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