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Ladies and gentlemen,
Please allow me to start the story from its beginning..

Once upon a time, there was this unique country named
Egypt, where the sun rises daily on this miraculous ancient
civilization, and on the faces of the kindest people you can
possibly meet. People there are just like any other people;
they had this simple dream of a better life, of a meaningful
present that is worth living, and a brighter future that is

worth struggling for.

One day, young Egyptians just realized that what was
offered was simply not enough; they realized that they had
much bigger dreams to achieve, and much more ambitions
and plans for their country. They just realized that they have
always been looking for their freedom, and that is how it all

started.

Freedom itself has always been the most desirable value by
all humankind, regardless of the place, the time, and the

culture. Itis a natural instinct inside all of us, just think of

a



the famous final scene performed by Mel Gibson in
“Braveheart” movie, where he screams out by the word
“freeedoom!” instead of asking for mercy from the people
who were about to kill him. Just notice how people are
always inspired by such moments where true values exceed
individual benefits, and when it comes to price, only true
people are always ready to pay, even if this price is their own

lives.

I have always wondered about those specific people, and
how they are ready to present their lives for their believes

and ethics, until | myself was part of it.

I have been an eyewitness of what has happened in Egypt
starting January the Yoth Y.\, and let me put it that way, it
is the unspeakable once in a life time experience that sticks
in your mind, changes your emotions, and reforms your
character to the rest of your life. I've seen young people
performing tremendous amounts of sacrifice just defending
their simple rights. I've seen rare moments of courage that
you only read in books and hear in stories, where people just

v



kept repeating these three powerful symbolic words “Bread,

freedom, and justice”, and that was it.

I've seen people killed, and others carrying their friends’
dead bodies and completing their way without a moment of
hesitation. They were neither looking for a personal benefit
nor asking for fame. Their eyes were not the eyes of violent
people. In a matter of fact, most of them were well educated
and highly civilized. At night, they used to clean the streets
after a long day of fight, they used to group together and
share food, tell jokes trying to make it easier for each other,
then sing about their hopes and about the country they

dream of.

They are real heroes, and it was the perfect example of how

people can be united together behind one overall goal.
Ladies and gentlemen,

I am not here today to perform a political speech; | am not
very good at it. | just thought there are a lot of common

human values that we all share regardless of our cultural
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background. Lessons are infinite, starting with having this
big dream and your ability to fight and even die for it,
overcoming obstacles and exceeding your own focus on

yourself.

Freedom that is taken as granted in some places is
unfortunately very challenging to achieve in others, and
those kinds of stories never end. Such stories are a long way

of continuous fight for the right to exist,
For the right to express..
And for the right to dream..

Thank you..
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