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(1) Throughout Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story, Talaat Bey is vilified in every conceivable
fashion. See: AMS - pp. 20 -24,34-40,50-51,58,78,99-100, 123 -127,137 - 145, 154,
172,194 - 95,198 - 99, 253 - 55,286, 326 - 342, and 390 - 392. A grimmer portrait is hard
to imagine, nor one less in keeping with what is generally known about Talaat’s character.
I have used contemporary English spelling as found in Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story,
rather than modern Turkish orthography throughout this study. Hence ‘Talaat’ rather than
‘Talat’ and ‘Abdul Hamid’ for ‘Abdiilhamid.’

(2) AMS: p.20.
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(1) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: ‘Diary’ entry for July 10, 1914. See also: PDR: HMS - Box No.:
Morgenthau family ’Letter’ of July 15,1914, pp. 10 - 11.

(2) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau’s ‘Diary’ entries for the entire period of his stay in
Turkey, are full of entries dealing with his close social relationship with Talaat Bey and
Grand Rabbi Haim Nahoum. Only two examples will suffice to illustrate that relationship:
1) On February 16,1914 Morgenthau’s ‘Diary’ includes the following note: “We dined
at Rabbi Nahoum. May, Helen, Ruth, Schmavonian, Talaat and I, and remained until
11, talking”; and, 2) Just three days later on February 19, 1914, the diary includes the
following: “Talaat, Nahoum and Schmavonian were here for supper; we had a very
intense talk about Turkish conditions.”
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(1) AMS: p. 50.

(2)LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Entries for the period between January 1, 1914 and July 2, 1914.

(3) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: See the entries for the period between May 4, 1914 and July 2,
1914.

(4) LC: PHM - Reel No. 5: Entry for July 2, 1914.
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(1) FDR: HMS - Box No.5: Morgenthau family ‘Letter’ of July 15, 1914, pp.3 - 4.
(2) AMS: p.50.
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(1) AMS: p.51.
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(1) AMS: p. 116. Labelled as the “central point of Turkish policy.”

(2) AMS: p. 133. Sentiment attributed to Bedri Bey, the Prefect of the Police in the Capital.
(3) AMS: p. 174. Stated to be the aim of Djemal Pasha.

(4) AMS: pp. 28384-. Stated to be the goal of the Young Turks.

(5) AMS: p. 290. Given as a rationale for wanting to kill non-Turks.

(6) (AMS: p. 292. Given as Turkey’s wartime agenda.
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(1) AMS p. 124.
(2) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for October 29, 1914.
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(1) AMS: pp. 141- 146.
(2) AMS: p. 144.
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(1) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for November 3, 1914.
(2) AMS p. 144.
(3) AMS: p. 144.
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(1) AMS:p.332.
(2) LC:PHM-Reel No.5: Morgenthau «Diary» entry for October 10,1914.
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(1) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: morgenthau <Diary> entry for April 3, 1915.
(2) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for March 24, 1915.
(3) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for March 29, 1915.
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(1) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for April 3, 1915.

(2) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for October 5, 1915, records the
following in regard to the status of the “New York Life Insurance Company,” in Istanbul:
“Representatives of ilie New York Life Insurance Company and their lawyer called
for advice about what steps to take about registering under the new law.” Clearly, with
representatives stationed in Istanbul, any and all information which the Government
might wish to obtain concerning the business affairs of this company was easily available.
That Talaat Bey would ask Morgenthau for information on any matter concerning this

Company is unlikely.
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(1) Indeed, Morgenthau had a long-time relationship with Equitable, going back at least as
far as 1905, when as a member of the ‘policy - holders committee’ he successfully fought
to protect the Company from Edward H. Harriman, For a detailed account of his role
with Equitable, see: Burton J. Hendrick, “Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story - Introductory
Article,” The World’s Work, April, 1918. pp.620 - 637. See: LC: PHM - Reel No. 7
for a letter of December 2, 1915 (while Morgenthau was still Ambassador in Turkey),
appointing him a ‘Director of the Society’ of the ‘Equitable Life Assurance Society of the
United States.’

(2) LC: PHM - Reel No.6: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for March 21, 1918.

(3) LC: PHM - Reel No. 7: Equitable Life’s S.5. McCurdy letter to Morgenthau of December
2, 1915.

(4) FDR: HMJ/Gaer - Box Nos. 1 - 2: In a letter addressed to “My Dear Children,” of
June 29,1915, Morgenthau discusses his selection as a ‘Trustee’ of the Equitable Life
Assurance Society, suggesting that he may initially have been chosen as a Trustee (prior
to June 29,1915), and then, subsequently, elevated on December 1,1915 to the position
of’Director’ of the Society.
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(1) Although Morgenthau fails to name the messenger in his book, the ‘Diary’ entry for August
5, 1915 makes it clear that, as was often the case, Talaat had chosen to communicate with
Morgenthau via their mutual friend, the Grand Rabbi of the Jewish Community, Haim
Nahoum: “When I returned I found Mrs. Nahoum who said her husband had a message
for me from Talaat. I sent for him and they stayed for supper. Nahoum told me that
Talaat wanted me to call on him without Schmavonian as he wanted to talk to me about
Armenian matters.” (LC: PHM - Reel No. 5) It may be that Morgenthau’s failure to name
Nahoum as the messenger stems from the fact that having systematically portrayed Talaat
Bey as a less than desirable character, he did not want to have to answer queries from his
co-religionists as to why the leader of the Jewish Community in the Ottoman Empire was

on such intimate terms with evil incarnate.
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(1) AMS: p. 336.
(2) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for July 3, 1915.
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(1)LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for August 8, 1915.
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(1) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for August 8, 1915.

(2)LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for September 26,1915. See also:
FDR:HMS - Box No.8:In his family’Letter’ of October 16,1915 (pp. 5- 6)Morgenthau
adds the phrase: “in the interior” to his comment that Bezjian told him “a great deal about
conditions..,” - thereby clarifying the nature of their discussion.

(3) AMS: p. 342.
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(1) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for July 18, 1915.

(2) Caleb Gates, Not To Me Only. Princeton (Princeton University Press), 1940. See pp. 18
8 - for Gates’ less than flattering portrait of Talaat. However, despite numerous anecdotes
about his relations with Talaat during the war years, Gates makes no reference to the
‘gossip’ he passed on to Morgenthau, which the latter chose to present to the world as
fact.

(3) AMS: p. 380.
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(1) LC: PHM - Reel No. 5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entries for September, 1915. See also: FDR:
HMS - Box No. 8: Morgenthau to family ‘Letters’ of September 13, 1915, and October 1,
10, 16, and 25, 1915.

(2) LC: PHM —Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for October 7, 1915.
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(1) AMS: p. 390.
(2) LC: PHM - Reel No.5: Morgenthau ‘Diary’ entry for January 29, 1916.
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(1) AMS: p.391.

(2) FDR: HMS - Box No. 12: Morgenthau to Lansing letter of September 22, 1918.

(3) FDR: HMS - Box No. 12: Lansing to Morgcnthau letter of October 2, 1918.

(4) FDR: HMS - Box No. 12: Page 6 of ‘Article Nine’ appended to the Lansing to Morgenthau
letter of October 2, 1918.
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(1) FDR: HMS - Box No. 12: Ibid.

(2) FDR: HMS - Box 12: Morgenthau to Hendrick letter of October 3, 1918 includes the
following passages: “Enclosed please find suggestions of the Secretary of State. I have
marked the pages upon which they appear in t lie type written article which we sent him.
I think most of the suggestions are good... In regard to suggestion 3, I think it would
he well to insert at the end of line 13, after the word ‘ADDED,” “WITH THE USUAL
INSINCERE ORIENTAL POLITENESS!”

(3) LC: PHM-Reel No.5: Morgenthau <Diary> entry for January 29,1916.
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