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We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect
union, establish Justice, msure domestic Tranquillity, provide for the
common defence, promole the general Welfare, and secure the Blessing

of Liberty to oursclves and our Posterity, d(() ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America
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(1.McCutchen, B. (1967) History of A Fice People (Sixth Revised
Edition) (New York: The Macmillan Comboany). P 110.
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To prevent any branch of the federal government from overstepping

its powers, the Constitution sets up an claborate system of «checks and
balances» whereby each branch of the govc:;ql?cm is given some power

to gversee or interfere in the work of others.
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The exccutive Power shall be vested in a President of the United

States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four
Years, and, together \x&lh) the Vice-President chosen for the same Term,

be elected, as follows:
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By its very brevity the Constitution left a great deal to be filled 1n
later, cither by legislation or by custom. This lcg&siation or custom may
be called the «Unwritten Constitutior». the Unwritten Constitution
imncludes the power of the Supremre Court to decide on the

constitutionality of state and federal laws, and practices whereby the
President calls the heads of executive departments together to form and

advisory body known as the cabinet. . ‘
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{(1McCutchen, B. (1967) History of A Frie People (Sixth Revised
Edition) (New York: The Macmillan Company). P 153,
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