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A second major area in which the role of parties is stabilizing
democracy is in doubt is the Islamic world, where the question is whether
the electoral success of Islamist parties helps to integrate their fellowers
into democratic politics, or alternatively threatens to undemine
democracy altogether. The underlying conflict of values - the will of God
as articulated by clerics versus the will of the people as articulated at the
ballot box - 1§ hardly unique to the Islamic_world (and indeed was
important throughout the nineteenth century in Europe), but now appears
particularly pressing there.
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