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Abstract:

Tourism is an important economic activity in world economy.
According to the World Travel and Tourism Council (WEF, 2013), the
total contribution of tourism and travel comprised 9% of global GDP in
2012, representing around 6.6 trillion US Dollars, and generated over
250 million jobs, one of the eleven economic activities of the world’s
total jobs. The evolution of tourism throughout history, and particularly
since the mid-1980s highlights the innovation as a crucial factor for the
international competitive position of tourism companies. Although the
increasingly strong evidence about the importance of innovation as a
competitive force to tourism industry, the empirical studies in the
tourism field focusing competitiveness and innovation are scarce. Thus
the present study is to assess the relationship between competitiveness
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and innovation (the number of carrier in civil aviation, international
hotel chains, standardized gastronomy, the rent-a-car business, and
leisure parks) applied to the tourism industry in Middle East and North
Africa Countries. The results showed that the most competitive countries
on Competitiveness Index in the travel and tourism are not necessarily to
be the most innovative. This means that innovation indicators in tourism,
which was adopted by the study (except car rental index) will not lead to
an increase in the level of countries in tourism competitiveness.

Key words: Tourism, competitiveness, innovation, Middle East and
North Africa Countries.
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