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23 April: asymbolic date lor world literature when prominent
authors such as Shakespeare, Cervantes, Inca Gareilaso de la Vega, Druon,
Laxness, Nabokov, Joscp Pla or Manuel Mejfa Vallejo were citlier born or
died, has been chosen by UNESCO's General Conference (o pay a world
hommage lo books and authors by encouraging everyonc, and in particular
young people, o discover Uhe pleasure of reading and a renewed respeet for
the irreplaceable contributions of those wlhio have furthered the soctal and
cultural progress of humanity.

The sticeess of this initiative witl depend primarily on the support
received from all parties concerned (authors, publishers,booksellers,
teachers, librarians, public and private institutions, humanitarian NGOs,
the mass media) and be mobilized in each country by UNESCG National
Commissions, UNESCO Clubs, Associatcd Schools and Librarics and by
all who feel molivated (o work together in this world celebration of books
and authors.

The lollowing are some suggestions which we hope will provide a
source ol inspiration intended Lo enliance the significance of the 23 April
celebration::

Initiatives by pullishers and booksellers :

v special campnign ‘give a book and a rese”, inspired by thc
iful eatalan tradition (Spain)

bea

23 April : World ool and Copyright Day

UNESCO

v the hook in the srreet’ celehmtion, with spe
discounts s authors® sign:
v production of promotional materdals with the logo designed by
UNTESCO for this Day  (posters [or exhibition in public places, flags,
stickers, page markers, pins. T-shiris, pasteards, ete.)

+ sales and donations of unsold materials o lbraries in ceonomi sally
disadvantadged seetors, sociatly underpriviledged arcas, hospitals, prisons,
refiigee camps, efe.

‘World Day”

Initistives by teaehers and libravians :

+ reading contests for children and young people

v promotion of young authors : literary crealion conlests (tales, novels
and pocins) .

+ exhibits and lectures on the book and its production |process

+ sensitization of students and readers 1o the respeet of copyright

v book cxtibitions on specific topics or on the work ot an author

v nalional conlests of slogans about the book aud (he author. The
winning slogan could be used thie following year

¥ an *Open Doors Day’ at the libraries

+ promotion of literary cvents and colfce-shop discussions with the
parlicipation of authors, readers, sludents, parcnls, clc,

¥ imailings promotiog reading services provided by libraries

+ mobilization of young volunieers Lo read to the sick, the elderly, the
Llind, the illiterale, ele. according to the beaatiful Adng adiion ol
*public readers
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