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MISSION TO
THE MOUNTAIN

The three brothers Isam, Basel and Sa-
meer gathered along the clear blue seaside
after a long day of swimming and playing.

Isam : " I am afraid... our journey will
come to an end before we can climb the
mountain which is behind us."

Basel: "That's right. Our journey must
include the mountain and the sea."

Sameer: ""Don't forget, climbing a moun-
tain is dangerous and difficult. It needs
preparation and courage."



Basel replied: "Then what do you think
we have been doing since the beginning of
our journey? Don't worry about anything.
We are strong and courageous and this is
not too difficult for us. Are you afraid?

Their father came into the room, to tuck
them into bed and make sure they were asleep.
"Aren't you asleep yet? Do you still have
enough strength to stay awake? Go to sleep
my champions. We must wake up early to-
morrow as we have a lot of things to do. Don't
forget we mustswim before it gets too hot, oth-
erwise we will get sun burn, the father said.




Basel whispered in his little brothers ears:
"Did you hear what father said? We are
champions''. Then he looked at his father and
said: "Excuse me father, you promised to
take us mountain climbing as brave men do!"

Father: "Yes Basel, tomorrow I will take
you on a trip. But it is not so easy my chil-
dren. Tomorrow, by Allaahs will, after fajr
prayer, we will pack our bags immediately.
Then we will divide the work between us.
Tomorrow I will tell you all about the jour-
ney. For now go to sleep, goodnight!"




The fragrance of fresh mountain roses
filled the room and they were happy to hear
what their father had said. While they were
asleep, the moon shone through the window
and the night spread its diamond like stars
over them.

The next day, father told his children
about all the things, which they needed for
their journey. He said: '""We need good and
strong clothes, strong boots, thick trousers
and long sleeved shirts and each one of us
should have a rucksack with food, drinks,
medicines and bandages in it."




Sameer asked: '""What are all these things
for, father?"

Father: ""Be patient my son, Just in case I
forget, I also want to keep a rope, a knife, a
lamp and a box of matches in my bag."

Sameer asked anxiously: '"What are all
these things for father? Where are we go-
ing?"

Father replied: "It is necessary to be
careful and to take all these things. You
may need some or all of them." He contin-
ued: '""We must also inquire about the short-
est way to the mountain, in case we get lost
or take a long route. The best person to ask
is the landlord of this rented house, since he
is experienced and has more knowledge
about this town."

Sameer: "Why don't we take our two sis-
ters with us father?"

Father: "And leave your mother alone?!!!
No my son, our journey has difficult tasks
in it. Besides, your sisters have games in
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their timetable today like running and skip-
ping etc, and they help your mother as well.
And remember Basel, your sister, Huda,
beat you in the race yesterday.

Sameer: '"She beat you in two races
champion!"

Basel: "I was tired!"

Sameer: '"She was tired too."

Basel: "What is the problem. My sister
won the race and then we shook hands.
Show me your courage today, hero."

All were happy and Basel started to run
after Sameer trying to catch him.

Father: '"We will leave after half an hour
and return in the afternoon, by Allaahs Will."

The children left with their father before
sunrise with much courage their voices be-
came ambiguous...""Hurry up.. go on...we
must climb this high mountain. How good it
is to start early?"

Father stopped and said: "Stop my chil-
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dren, two things are very important for you to
enjoy a happy journey. Firstly, we must act
like a team, like one body with one goal, even
though we are four. Do you understand?"

Children replied! "Yes we do and what is
the second?"

Father said: "When you walk through the
shrubs and paths, watch your foot-steps.
Never turn around while you are walking as
you might fall. Let's carry on with the
Bounty of Allaah."

Sameer: "Are we climbing all of this
mountain that's tough?!"

Father replied: "Strengthen your will for
you are brave."

They walked through gardens which con-
tained trees with alot of branches and fresh
vegetables. The branches prevented the sun-
rays from shinning on to the land except as
small rounded spots of light, which looked
like golden shinning coins.

Sameer asked: '"May I take four apples
father?"
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Father replied: "Are they for us, O Sa-
meer?"

The owner of the garden was sitting on a
chair in front of the gate of his garden. He
saw them walk towards him and said:
"Come and sit down, you are welcome>"

Father: "Thank you my friend, we are in
a hurry."

The garden's owner said: "In that case,
take this basket of fresh fruit and pray for
me."
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They thanked him, gave him salaams
and continued walking. The sandy road
began to narrow and became steeper, un-
til only one person could pass. Father was
at the beginning of the group and the
youngest son, Isam, was at the back,
while, Sameer and Basel were in between.
The father was using a stick to beat back
the grass and plants, in order to clear the
way for his children. It was as if they were
walking through a dark cave without a
beginning or an end.
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Sameer turned to his brother Basel and
said: "I've heard that there are wolves and
hyenas in this forest."

Basel: "True but they have traveled to
the far mountains. Don't worry, they rarely
return at daytime."

Isam stopped to look behind him. The sea
looked very big and clear. The shore was
beautiful and their house looked like a small
piece of sweet in the center of a plate. He
shouted: "Look at our house, it looks so
small!"

Basel said: "If our family saw us, they
would say that we looked like small ants."

Sameer said while walking: " I'm scared
father, this is enough."

Father replied: '"Don't be scared, look in
front of you and be careful."

Sameer preceded one step while looking
behind and his foot slipped. He screamed
loudly which shocked everyone. Then he fell
down between the long green grass and



15

thorns, such that they could no longer see
him.

All of them shouted out: '"Sameer... Sa-
meer.... Are you alright?"

Sameer said while in pain: " Save me O
God, I'm scared, I'll die. My body is full of
thorns, father...where are you?!"

Father: "Wait.. don't move. Isam come
here and hold on to the end of this branch
try to pull your brother out of the grass."

Sameer shouted: "Father, where are you.
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The wolves are approaching me. I can hear
them, help me.... Help me."

Father said trying to comfort his son:
"That sound is far away. Isam will be with
you soon."

Sameer began to cry as small children do
at the same time Isam tried to get hold of
him but without success.

Father: ""Basel, take the rope out and tie
it around a tree and throw it to Sameer."

Isam shouted: '""Hold on to this rope

Sameer. If you can't grab it, then wrap it
around your waist."

After much effort, Sameer reached his fa-
ther and brothers. He hugged his father for
minutes to feel safe. His hands were shaking
for he had thought that the wolves would
eat him easily.

Father said while trying to dispel fear
from him: "Shall we return, Sameer?"

Sameer thought to himself: '"How can I
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ask my father to go back?" He felt
ashamed, How can I stop the journey and
make them all unhappy?'" So he asked his
father to continue but he became more care-
ful and examined his foot steps extremely
carefully, such that his brother Basel said to
him laughing: ""Are you walking on eggs?"

Sameer: '""No but as they say, ask the ex-
perienced one and not the doctor."

The father smiled and said: "They also
say ;Be careful and be safe."

They reached a place where the trees
cleared to reveal the sky. Their father asked
them to rest but Basel thought it would be
better to continue on with the journey. So
the father said: "If we get tired and do not
take any breaks, we will be exhausted and
we will not be able to reach our destination.
During the breaks we will be able to find our
position and so we will not lose our way."

They all sat on a big rock overlooking the
sea. The greenery encompassed everything
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surrounding it. Father said while looking at
the sea: '""What a beautiful sea and so big!
Look, it seems to have no limits. It is a big
world, Glorified be Allaah!"

Sameer exclaimed: "Look at that small
sweet, I mean our house!"

Basel replied: "Don't forget, from this
height, they see you as a little ant."

A beautiful laughter raised in the middle
of the greenery. They laid out the food and
started to eat and drink. Their father ad-
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vised them not to eat too much as it would
make them unable to move easily.

Then they continued upon their difficult
way. The father led them to examine and
simplify the way, as he always did in his life.
What a difficult father’s role!

Far away Basel heard unknown sounds.
He requested all to listen... silence prevailed
for minutes. All of them realised that the
sound was real and was coming from front
of them. They walked towards it and the
closer they get, the louder it became. After a
while, they found three alarmed young boys
who quickly asked them: '"Have you seen
out friend or heard any voices? Have
you....?"

Father said: ""Relax children, what is the
matter? What happened to your friend?"

The older one replied. "uncle, we were
four, our friend got delayed. So he said, Go
along your way, I will join you." We re-
fused but he insisted, so we went on ahead.
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Now we have been waiting for him for an
hour or more, we have been calling out for
him everywhere but there is no sign of him.
We don't know what to do. We are in big
trouble. Please help us."

They did not know exactly where their
friend disappeared. The father thought that
should not have left him alone in a place
which was full of danger and harm. Sameer
pulled his father away from these strangers
and said to him: "Let us continue with our
journey, otherwise, we will be delayed."




21

His father interrupted him saying: '""What
are you saying? May Allaah forgive you.
How can we leave someone who needs our
help. If one of us had disappeared wouldn't
we need help from them?'" Then he remind-
ed him of his fall previously.

The youngest of the boys became weak
and he could no longer stand up. He thought
that he had lost his brother forever. During
this time Isam was listening carefully to
everything his father said. Speech stopped
for minutes and those minutes passed like
hours. Isam kept thinking until he came up
with a good idea. Bilal and Sameer must
stay in their place, which was the center.
Then the rest of them would be divided into
two groups. The two young boys would go
up, while his father and the two brothers
would go down in the same way that they
came on. The all must wait and listen every
minute to hear any sound or noise.

Their eyes were looking everywhere care-
fully. The day was still all the beginning. It
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would be a terrible disaster if the night fell
and enveloped the place. Snakes and ani-
mals would Kkill him if he was still alive.

Two hours passed, they did not find him.
Grass, trees, weed and rocks, nothing else
could be seen... even the sand of the earth
did not appear. Nothing was heard during
this time except the calling of the groups.:
""Khaled...Khaled" but there was no reply.

Three to four hours passed and they had
not found anything. It was a big problem.
Father said: " It is time to meet up with the
others, come on, perhaps someone has good
news. ' He thought of a shortcut as the map
was with him, but it was more difficult as it
was full of hardship. Then, they met the
central group (the two little boys) and the
other two also arrived. However, they had
not found their friend.

Now it was time to change the plan. After
an hour of climbing up the mountain, they
found a spring, with a big rock near it,
which was similar to the one they were sat
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on. The father asked the two boys to go to
the rock from the way he pointed to them.
His two sons went the other direction in
which Khaled had walked in, the other two
remained in their place.

Time was passing very slowly. They did
not know that climbing mountains was so
difficult, exhausting and dangerous so they
decided that this was the last time they
would climbed, even if there was gold at the
top of the mountain.

The father began to get tired. He had ex-
hausted himself. His eyes and ears were keen
to see or hear anything, as if the last boy was
his son. His hands were full of thorns. While
crossing his way, he only thought about the
missed boy. He wanted to find him... So he
continued on the narrow path using his stick,
legs and body to make a way.

"Don't move, listen! Be silent", they heard a
voice silence mixed with happiness, hope came
back again to their hearts. But no, this was the
sound of leaves shaking and it had come from
above as a bird returned to its nest. Now, the
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boys lost hope, they had looked every where
but to no use. Once again they were anxious.
Suddenly something tremendous happened,
something they had been waiting for. They
heard a low voice, they lessened carefully to fi-
nal voice source. Yes, it was Khaled, the boy
they had been looking for. Hope returned to
their hearts again for this was not the sound of
trees and birds. Now they were besides the
rock which was near the sweet water. Father
ordered his son Isam to call the other two
young boys. The voice they heard sometimes
became loud and sometimes quiet. It was full
of pain and weakness. They narrowed down
where he was although they could not see him.
Now they needed a rope. Father tied himself to
it and tied the other end to a tree. However he
would not listen to his son who asked to take
his place. He soon descended between the
branches of the trees and grass. Then he disap-
peared but he didn't find the poor boy, so he
asked them to pull the rope in order to descend
in another place. Again the weakened voice
could be heard. The rope reached its end too
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but still he couldn't see Khaled, although his
voice was very clear and near.

Then the father left the rope and walked a
few steps. The youngman seemed like a dead-
man. Father jumped towards him saying some
words full of love and kindness: "Thank Al-
laah for your safety." He greeted him happily
and tried to hold on to him and lift him but
Khaled screamed out. Father said while en-
couraging him: "'Be patient, my son."

Then father took his first aid kit out from
his rucksack and took out some medicines
to clean the cuts in his head. Khaled pointed
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to his right hand and left leg. Father under-
stood that he was suffering from them
greatly. So he tied the right hand with the
body and the left leg with the right leg.
Then he carried him on his back.

During this he was talking to the boys in
order to comfort them. After that, he tied
Khaled with the rope and asked them to pull
him gently. Finally Khaled reached and fa-
ther followed him. All shouted: '"Praise be to
Allaah for your safety!" All were very happy.

Father said: "Hurry up to those boys."
But Khaled could not walk so father ordered
a sheet to put Khaled on it and then they car-
ried him this was difficult and exhausting.

On their way back, father realised that
the young men were tired. There was no
sound except that of broken grass under
their legs. So he encouraged them to sing
nasheeds which they had learnt. Sameer
sung the one he had learnt.

All were hungry but father asked them to
be patient for they would be late and the
place was not suitable.
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Everyone was happy except Khaled who
was in pain. Father did not forget to advise
the young men that they ought to have one
opinion and be one hand.

They were still walking wuntil they
reached the house of the man who gave
them the basket of fruits when they climbed
the mountain at the beginning of the jour-
ney. He invited them in and they told him
what had happened. The man asked his son
(who was a nurse) to look after Khaled, who
then took him to the hospital.
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The father was keen to go with him. So he
asked his clever Isam to take his brothers to
the house and to comfort Khaled's parents.

Father looked from the car window, at his
champions before it drove saying: "Hurry
up to your families and pay attention to the
road. Don't forget that this is not the last
Journey."

- THE END -
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