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Sources and Acknowledgements

This book has three sources: conversation, and unpublished and
published documents. Material from all three is closely mixed together
in the text.

Conversation

Many people, Arab, American and British, have told me their
personal recollections of ibn Saud, his country and his times, and have
given me expert interpretations of Arabian problems. I am very
.grateful to them all, and especially to those who have also read and
criticized my manuscript. I shall not thank them all here by name,
because I cannot hope that they will all agree with every shade of
opinion I have expressed. There are still political, moral and emo-
tional divergences of view about the history of Saudi Arabia—espe-
cially its recent history. Whenever I have been able to find a consensus
of opinion, I have accepted it; but when I have not, I have had to
form a purely personal judgment. This is a process that cannot satisfy
everyone; it does not entirely satisfy me. I am aware of writing as an
outsider, a non-Moslem and a Westerner, and of being to that extent
one-sided; of course, a book on this subject written by an Arab for
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Arab readers would be quite different from mine. But even though

each of my informants may disagree with some things I have written,

I hope they will accept my thanks and concede that I have tried to

write with sympathy and without prejudice.

Unpublished Documents

I have made use of the archives of the British Foreign Office and
India Office up to 1913, the last year available under the British
Government’s “fifty-year rule,” and I am grateful to the librarians
of these offices for their patience in finding all the relevant papers for
me. The Arabian Affairs Division of Aramco very kindly allowed
me to see many documents of Arab and American origin in the
Company’s unique library at Dhahran.

Published Documents

There is a vast number of books and articles on every aspect of
Arabia, and it would be a rash man who claimed to have read them
all. I have found useful information in Life, True, The Geographical
Journal, The Economist, The Middle East Journal, The Muslim
World, The Saudi W eekly Newsletter and daily newspapers of Lon-
don, New York and Cairo. I have also drawn in widely varying de-
grees on the following books, either for information on Arabia in gen-
eral or on particular episodes. '

The Arab Awakening . Hamish Hamilton,
London, 1938
Arthur Baker,
1934

Bell, London, 1927
Golden Cockerell Press,

London

George Antonius

Lord of Arabia London,

H. C. Armstrong

Letters
The Arab War

Gertrude Bell

Sir Reader Bullard
Sir Richard Burton

J. L. Burkhardt
R. E. Cheesman
Sir Winston Churchill

H. R. P. Dickson

The Camels Must Go
Pilgrimage to Al-
Medinah and Meccah
Travels in Arabia

In Unknown Arabia
The Second World
War (Vol. VI)

The Arab of the
Desert
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Faber, London, 1961

Longman, London, 1855
Colburn, London, 1829
Macmillan, London, 1926

Cassel, London, 1954
Allen and Unwin,
London, 1949



Charles M. Doughty
William A. Eddy
Gerald de Gaury
Gibb and Kramer
H. A. R. Gibb

Sir John Bagot Glubb

Philip Graves
Paul W. Harrison
Philip K. Hitti

D. G. Hogarth

T. E. Lawrence

Roy Lebkicher,
George Rentz &
Max Steineke

S. H. Longrigg
D. van der Meulen
R. C. Mowat

W. C. Palgrave

H. St. John Philby
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Kuwait and her
Neighbors

Traveis in Arabia
Deserta

F. D. R. Meets
Saud

Arabia Phoenix
Arabian Journey
Shorter Encyclopaedia
of Islam
Modern
Islam

Britain and the Arabs

ibn

Trends in

War in the: Desert

Life of Sir Percy Cox
The Arab at Home

The Near East in
History

The Penetration of
Arabia

Seven Pillars of
Wisdom

Secret Dispatches

Aramco Hé.ndbook

Oil in the Middle East
The Wells of ibn Saud
Middle East
Perspective

Narrative of a Year’s
Journey through
Central and Eastern
Arabia _

The Heart of Arabia
Arabia of the
Wahhabis

Arabia

A Pilgrim in Arabia
Arabian Days
Arabian Jubilee

Forty Years in the
Wilderness
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Allen and Unwin,
London, 1956

C.U.P.,, 1888

Amer. Friends of the
Middle East, 1954
Harrap, London, 1946
Harrap, London, 1950

Luzac, London, 1953
Univ. of Chicago Press,

1947

Hodder and Stoughton,
London, 1959

Hodder and Stoughton,

London, 1960
Hutchinson, London, 1941
Crowell, N.Y., 1924
Van Nostrand, Princeton,
N.J., 1961
Lawrence and
London, 1904

Bullen,

Cape, London, 1935
Golden Cockerell Press,
London, 1940

Arabian
Co., 1960
0.U.P,, 1961

Murray, London, 1957

American Oil

Blandford, London, 1958

Macmillan, London, 1865
Constable, London, 1922

Constable, London,
Benn, London, 1930
Hale, London, 1946
Hale, London, 1948
Hale, London, 1952

1928

Hale, London,

1957



Ameen Rihani

Eldon Rutter

Richard H. Sanger
Sir Ronald Storrs

Wilfred Thesiger

Bertram Thomas

K. S. Twitchell
Kenneth Williams
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Constable, London, 1928
Constable, London, 1928

Putnam, London, 1928
Cornell U.P, N.Y., 1954
Ivor Nicholson &
Watson, London, 1939
Longman, London, 1959
Cape, London, 1932
Thornton Butterworth,
London, 1937
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