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[
A Bible Ne Longer So Greek

-] 17=-

Jewish scholars complete a historic translarion

n Alexandrie 1,100 years ago. s group

of 70 Jewish scholars transiated the Bi-
ble from heBlﬂr Ao Greck. Thedr great
work became known lo history 23 the Sep-
wagint, from Lhe Latin word for 70. For
adhercnis of inditional Judaizra in latcr
centurics, however, the only e Bibie
was 1l Hebrew version What transia.
tiony *here were lacked oificial stunding:

of the new Rible, renderad duu:lly from

H:buw to English, s that it lpwru the
g of all past Chrin

and turnl Hoty Writ into fresh, under-

¥ lenguage
of Efizatethan Ln;lnb ‘The Holy Serip-
tures |s drawn solely from the Masoretic
=l in Hebrew, which evolved inlo its
present form by the Hkh century and v

mosl were 1urned oul by individal raos- | Judeisins only official scriptursl stan-

uors rather than broadly
tsed comamiliees of sholars, B
Now, for the filst time P
snce the Sepluagini. Uvere N
n a generally recognized B
hewith commiltee tranglarion
from Jlebiew infw the con-
wrhporary 1sage of ancther
lngage English This new Ry
Jewish Bible fwhat Chris- B
uand eim the O Tesa-
mentt has been titled Lhe
No'y Scripturcs Connprietvd 3R

gt month, it i the Tatest of NE Gnabarg

wveral major new English
BibMes, but alt the others weee Cluistien
wnderiakings, beginning with ihve Revised
* Sundard Venion. published in 1941 by
14he National Cortneil uf Churches.
*  Though consulianis from Judaism'y
Unhadox  Conservative and Reform
branches were invalved, the Holy Scrip-
wres is primarily the work of Use Jewish
Publicution Society nff America rather
than any rabbinical group. The originator
of the project was YHarry Orlinsky of the
Hebrew Union College-Jewnsh Institute
of Religion. Two parts of thin Bibie were
previously published, the Torah {1961}
and the Prophets {1978), direcied by K L.
Ginsberg of the Jewish Theologica! Semi-
oary. Wilh this final part. he Wnilings,
ouisting of & revision of 1he previonly
ed Prolms and a dozen oiher Wbical
woky, the new Jewish Bibde i tinally
ompicte. This last seciion was trasaleied
by three US.tmined eaperts Mohe
Greenberg and Jonwa Greealeld of He.
brew Univcruty in Jarec) and Nahum
Sarna of Brandeis University. They wers
smitled by Neneligl-Rabhi Chafre Pap -
The Choxen), wha served as coordinator
and [itersry conplient The Holy G&enip-
tures will certainly 31and a3 o lundmarh o
Jewish religros icholarshup
Ever ilnce s founding In 1388, the
Jewish Publicziion Socicly of Amenica
Tas wanted 10 produce s masor Enelih-
Bngusge Bibie. lis first efort. in 1917,
was essentlsily ons man's touch-up of
Prolezianiiam's vencrable King James
Vension but it sold more than § miltion
¢opies and was until now, the elanderd
Jewish 14z nslation for the Englsh-speak -

Rewritten Writ

OM[3917) Vorsion of Camusle 1: 1-3:
In the beginning God creaied the
Jczven and the carth Now the canh
wid unformed and void, aod darkneas
was upon the faco of the doep; and the
pint of God hgvered over the fuce of
the waters. And Ood said: “Let there
be lighL ™ And thero was Hight,

New Yernlorne When God began Lo cre-

oarh b "“.‘.‘;'ib:.;‘&‘.;"::"w,““‘“".s
wi

ap g e doo

!.'henh
(hm

]ug world The sirengih and selling point

dard, 8y compacison, Christlan irs
Ixtors conmidt 8 variety of scrolls a
codices lo Hebrew and ather ancient |a
guagoe In order o reconstruct
they hope b the ariginal -nrdm;r
millennhamne ago.

The acholan rebied on many ancient
sares Lo interpret the meaning of ihe

Masoretic sext Tablets In Ugatitic thay
fave been uncarthed by weohaeoloxing
wid them that the tare Hebrew word

imssh in Freverds 23: 30 means “eupy
= "wine™ an proviously translated ;-
Paalms I: 1, \bey changed “moditaies 1
“studies,” tased on the historical finding

outl thet the Hebrew ver®

“Hen O lunel! The 0 ks our Ge
Lonp atone " The iramdbatons conct
paint af 1he words when ofigh.

ly writlen wis not God's oneness, whick
a theohogica) concept. bat Tather his v
clusivity at a fime wban izrael’s peightb..
worthiped many deities

Moderniration brings cbvious gan
in clarity. Hene s Proverbs 11 24 in 1he
1917 version. ~There is that scautercth
and yel increaseth. Apd there s Ltha
withholdeth mere than b meet. bul it 1en-
deth only fo want.” Stymped? The new
Bible's versim: “One man gives gene
qualy and endi with more; Anclhcr stin
on the right thing and iscun
ll:-.d"anl; orotund “forty and four th.
sand seven Inmdred and three wor”

formal lwrary and H!urdﬂl o
oo of the modemn Chrigian
limes ita consempormneity cr
hrring or imonsistent Prow
(“A women of valor, whe
tounds a tad wo collognial »
rare find ia m capablo wike!™

The previously publithed
ume has already sold 330.00C
is naw the basis for biblical ¢
many non-Onthodox synago
modern Uranslstions are abwo |
thaouaands of Jewish uudy p
the 1)S. When the Rull Bib
nvailable in » one-volume |
year, it cught I becomoe & 5t
on the baokshell of many 2
well — 8y Richard W, Ost
by Wichat! P Naeris /Bew Yok

\-\- —
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