
175

notes

I

COGNITIVE MAPPING AND METAPHORICITY

1 Hodgson, Rethinking World History. Edmund Burke (ed.) (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1993), p.29.

2 Golledge, Wayfinding Behavior (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,

1999), p.ix.

3 Huyssen, After the Great Divide (Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University

Press, 1986), p.184.

4 Berman, All That Is Solid Melts into Air (New York: Penguin, 1982), p.17. 

5 Blackshaw, Zygmunt Bauman (London and New York: Routledge, 2005), p.6.

6 Anderson, The Origins of Postmodernity (London: Verso, 1998), pp.25-32. 

7 Pawling, “The American Lukács? Fredric Jameson and Dialectical Thought” in

Fredric Jameson: A Critical Reader, Douglas Kellner and Sean Homer (ed.) (New

York: Palgrave Macmillan), 2004, pp.31-32. 

8 Jameson, Postmodernism, Or, the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism (London: Verso,

1991), p.418.

9 Buchanan, Fredric Jameson: Live Theory (New York: Continuum, 2006),

pp.106-108. 

10 Roberts, Fredric Jameson (New York: Routledge, 2000), pp.141-142.

11 Elmessiri, “Features of the New Islamic Discourse.” Azzam Tamimi (trans.). A

paper delivered at the conference on “The West and Islam: Clashpoints and

Dialogues,” held in Cairo on 15-23 February 1997, organized by 21st Century

Trust. www.muslimphilosophy.com 

12 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah wa al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Sh¥milah [Partial

Secularism and Comprehensive Secularism] (Cairo: D¥r al-Shur‰q, 2002), vol.

2, p.219.

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 175

o b e i k a n . c o m



13 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah [My Intellectual Journey – The Seeds, The

Roots, and The Harvest] (Cairo: D¥r al-Shur‰q, 2005), p.137.

14 Ibid., p.137. 

15 Ibid., pp.131-136. 

16 Ibid., p.164. 

17 Ibid., p.116. 

18 Ibid., p.122. 

19 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.376.

20 Tipps, “Modernization Theory and Comparative Study of Societies: A Critical

Perspective,” Comparative Studies in Society and History, vol. 15, no .2, 1973,

p.208.

21 Zubaida, “Trajectories of Political Islam,” Political Quarterly, 2000, Supplement 1,

vol. 71, p.61.

22 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.542.

23 Ibid., p.380.

24 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-N¥ziyyah wa Nih¥yat al-T¥rÏkh [Zionism,

Nazism and the End of History] (Cairo: D¥r al-Shur‰q, 3rd edn. 2001), p.17.

25 Ali, Haggag, “Conversation with Abdelwahab Elmessiri,” in The Cognitive

Mapping of Modernity and Postmodernity (Cairo University, PhD dissertation,

2008), pp.193-194.

26 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah [Epistemological Studies in Western Modernity]

(Cairo: D¥r al-Shur‰q International, 2006), pp.69-70.

27 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, pp.101-126.

28 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, p.34.

29 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” in Islam and Secularism

in the Middle East. John Esposito and Azzam Tamimi (eds.)(London: Hurst &

Co, 2000a), p.68.

30 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, pp.101-102.

31 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” p.55.

32 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-N¥ziyyah, p.299.

33 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.318.

34 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, pp.59-63. 

35 Ibid., pp.97-99.

36 Ibid., p.50. 

37 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” p.53. 

176

NOTES

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 176

o b e i k a n . c o m



177

38 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, pp.101-108. 

39 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity (London; New York: Routledge, 1992),

pp.166-167. 

40 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, p.51. 

41 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.543. 

42 Achcar, The Arabs and the Holocaust. G.M. Goshgarian (trans.) (London: Saqi,

2011), p.20. 

43 Bunting, “Passion and Pessimism,” London: Guardian, 5 April, 2003, p.20. 

44 Bauman and Vecchi, Identity (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2004), p.11. 

45 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.28. 

46 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents (New York: New York University

Press, 1997), p.97. 

47 Shapira, “Life in a Liquid World,” Haaretz Daily Newspaper, 16 November

2007. 

48 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, pp.226-227. 

49 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press,

1991), pp.129-140. 

50 Bauman, “Assimilation into Exile,” Poetics Today, vol. 17, no. 4, 1996,

pp.571-581.

51 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, pp.129-140. 

52 Ibid., p.148. 

53 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, pp.451-452. 

54 Elmessiri, Epistemological Bias in the Physical and Social Sciences (London -

Washington: International Institute for Islamic Thought), 2006, pp.1-76. 

55 Bauman, Hermeneutics and Social Sciences (New York: Columbia University

Press), 1978, p.16; and Towards a Critical Sociology (London; Boston:

Routledge, 1976), pp.70-75. 

56 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 1987), p.125. 

57 Bauman, Culture as Praxis (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd., 1973),

p.165; and Towards a Critical Sociology, p.42. 

58 Bauman, Towards a Critical Sociology, p.41.

59 Bauman, Hermeneutics and the Social Sciences, pp.17-48. 

60 Bauman, “Critical Theory,” in The Bauman Reader. Peter Beilharz (ed.)

(Oxford: Blackwell, 2001), pp.140-143. 

NOTES

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 177

o b e i k a n . c o m



61 Ibid., pp.147-148. 

62 Voegelin, The New Science of Politics (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,

1952), p.4.

63 Voegelin, Science, Politics and Gnosticism. Ellis Sandoz (ed.) (Washington, DC:

Regnery Publishing, 1997), p.14.

64 Voegelin, From Enlightenment to Revolution. John H. Hallowell (ed.) (Durham,

North Carolina: Duke University Press, 1975), p.101. 

65 Kearney, Modern Movements in European Philosophy (Manchester: Manchester

University Press, 1986), p.21. 

66 Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolution (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago

Press, 1962), p.93.

67 Maasen, S. & Peter Weingart, Metaphor and the Dynamics of Knowledge (London:

Routledge, 2000), p.89. 

68 Kinloch, Sociological Theory (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1977), pp.31-32.

69 Bauman, 2004, “Liquid Modernity.” Lecture on ANSE-Conference.

70 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.90. 

71 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.115. 

72 Bauman, Socialism: The Active Utopia (New York: Holmes & Meier, 1976),

p.39. 

73 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.10. 

74 Ibid., p.12. 

75 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.31. 

76 Ibid., p.12. 

77 Jameson, A Singular Modernity (London: Verso, 2002), pp.34-36. 

78 Ali, “Correspondence with Zygmunt Bauman,” in The Cognitive Mapping of

Modernity and Postmodernity, pp.186-192. 

79 Murdoch, Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (London: Vintage, ), p.. 

80 Ibid., p.327.

81 Jacobsen and Sophia Marshman, “Metaphorically Speaking,” Polish Sociological

Review, 3 (155), 2006, p.108.

82 Bauman, Freedom (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1988), p.5.

83 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.132. 

84 Maasen and Peter Weingart, Metaphor and the Dynamics of Knowledge (London:

Routledge, 2000), pp.21-37.

85 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.28. 

NOTES

178

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 178

o b e i k a n . c o m



86 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z: Bayna al-Taw^Ïd wa Wi^dat al-Wuj‰d

[Language and Metaphor: between Monotheism and Pantheism] (Cairo: D¥r al-

Shur‰q, 2002), p.13. 

87 Ibid., pp.28-46.

88 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ B�a¢da al-¤ad¥thah [Modernity and Postmodernity]

(Damascus: D¥r al-Fikr, 2003), p.15.

89 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at al-Yah‰d wa al-Yah‰diyyah wa al-ßuhy‰niyyah [Encyclopedia

of the Jews, Judaism and Zionism] (Cairo: CD. Bayt al-�¢Arab li al-TawthÏq al-

¢A|rÏ wa al-Na·m, 2001), vol. 1.

90 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.360.

91 Ibid., p.9. 

92 Elmessiri, “The Cognitive Map,” Al-Ahram Weekly, no.878, 2008. 

93 Elmessiri, Dif¥¢ ¢an al-Ins¥n [Defense of Man: Theoretical and Applied Studies in

Complex Paradigms] (Cairo: D¥r al-Shur‰q, 2003), pp.304-305. 

94 Honderich, Oxford Companion to Philosophy (Oxford: Oxford University Press,

2005), p.260; pp.590-592. 

95 Davutoπlu, Alternative Paradigms (Lanham: University Press America, 1994),

p.153. 

96 Rosen, “Theory and Interpretation,” in Hermeneutics as Politics (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 1987), p.168. 

97 Ricoeur, “The Function of Fiction in Shaping Reality,” in A Ricoeur Reader:

Reflection and Imagination. Mario Valdes (ed.) (Toronto: University of Toronto

Press, 1991), p.129. 

98 Ricoeur, “Word, Polysemy, and Metaphor,” in A Ricoeur Reader: Reflection and

Imagination. Mario Valdes (ed) (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991),

p.85.

99 Ricoeur, “Metaphor and the Main Problem of Hermeneutics,” in A Ricoeur

Reader: Reflection and Imagination. Mario Valdes (ed.) (Toronto: University of

Toronto Press, 1991), p.312. 

100 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.18. 

101 Ricoeur, “Metaphor and the Main Problem of Hermeneutics,” p.316. 

102 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.9. 

103 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vol. 1.

104 Bernstein, Beyond Objectivism and Relativism (Philadelphia: University of

Pennsylvania Press, 1983), pp.12-13.

NOTES

179

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 179

o b e i k a n . c o m



105 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, pp.44-45.

106 Luk�ács, “The Ideology of Modernism,” in 20th Century Literary Criticism: A

Reader. David Lodge (ed.) (London and New York: Longman, 1972), p.476. 

107 Elmessiri, Dif¥¢ ¢an al-Ins¥n, p.302. 

108 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.37.

109 Elmessiri, Al-�¢®lam min Man·‰r GharbÏ [The World from a Western

Perspective] (Cairo: D¥r al-Hil¥l, 2001), p.210

110 Elmessiri, Epistemological Bias in the Physical and Social Sciences, p.xiii.

111 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.123. 

112 Ibid., p.21. 

113 Elmessiri, Epistemological Bias in the Physical and Social Sciences, p.5.

114 Maasen and Weingart, Metaphors and the Dynamics of Knowledge, p.4. 

115 Harrington, “Metaphoric Connections,” Social Research, 1995, vol. 62, no. 2,

pp.359-60.

116 Lakoff and Mark, Metaphors We Live By (Chicago: The University of Chicago

Press, 1979), p.145. 

117 Harrington, “Metaphoric Connections,” p.363. 

118 Maasen and Weingart, Metaphors and the Dynamics of Knowledge, p.42. 

119 Ibid., p.41. 

I I

RADICAL ENLIGHTENMENT

1 Hof, Ulrich, The Enlightenment. William E. Yuill (trans.) (Oxford and

Cambridge: Blackwell, 1994), pp.4-6. 

2 Beck, Kant Selections (New York: Macmillan, 1998), p.462. 

3 Edwards, Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 8 volumes (New York: Macmillan, 1967),

vol. 2, pp.519-571.

4 Bauman, “Biology and the Modern Project,” Humburger Institut für

Sozialforschung: Diskussionspapier, 2-93. 1993, pp.189-191.

5 Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity (Cambridge MA and Oxford UK:

Blackwell, 1990), p.249. 

6 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, pp.7-11. 

7 Dupré, The Enlightenment (New Haven and London: Yale University Press,

2004), p.204. 

NOTES

180

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 180

o b e i k a n . c o m



8 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1989), p.92.

9 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.174.

10 Bauman, “Living in Utopia,” LSE Public Lecture, 27 October, 2005. 

11 Tester, The Two Sovereigns (London: Routledge, 1992), p.54. 

12 Hofstadter, Social Darwinism in American Thought (Boston: Beacon Press, 1955),

p.95.

13 Gellner, Ernest, Nations and Nationalisms (Ithaca, New York: Cornell University

Press, 1983), p.50. 

14 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.15.

15 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.xv.

16 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.7.

17 Ibid., p.24.

18 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.28.

19 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.24.

20 Bauman, Socialism, p.24.

21 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.86.

22 Arendt, “Philosophy and Politics,” Social Research, vol. 57, no. 1, 1990, pp.75-

102. 

23 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.58. 

24 Kilminster & Ian Varcoe, “Addendum: Culture and Power in the Writings of

Zygmunt Bauman,” in Culture, Modernity and Revolution: Essays in Honour of

Zygmunt Bauman (London: Routledge, 1996), p.217.

25 Bauman, Towards a Critical Sociology, pp.70-74. 

26 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.71. 

27 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.13. 

28 Hof, The Enlightenment, p.270. 

29 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.80. 

30 Ibid., p.94. 

31 Torevell, “The Terrorism of Reason in the Thought of Zygmunt Bauman,”

(The Dominican Council/Blackwell Publishing Ltd), (New Blackfriars, 1995),

vol. 76, issue 891, p.145.

32 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, p.289. 

33 Elmessiri, “Towards a More Comprehensive and Explanatory Paradigm of

Secularism,” Encounters: Journal of Inter-cultural Perspectives, vol. 2. no. 2, 1996,

p.143. 

NOTES

181

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 181

o b e i k a n . c o m



34 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, p.290.

35 Ibid., vol. 1, pp.289-290.

36 Ibid., vol. 1, pp.294-297. 

37 Elmessiri, “Of Darwinian Mice and Pavlovian Dogs: a Critique of Western

Modernity,” 1997, Al-Ahram Weekly, no.319.

38 Ibid.

39 Israel, Enlightenment Contested (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press,

2006), p.12. 

40 Wellman, La Mettrie (Durham, NC.: Duke University Press, 1992), p.264.

41 Bernstein, The New Constellation (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1991), p.40. 

42 Dupré, Passage to Modernity (New Haven and London: Yale University Press,

1993), pp.50-54. 

43 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vol. 1.

44 Edwards, The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, vol. 1, pp.122-124.

45 Ibid., p.89.

46 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, p.30.

47 Ibid., p.21.

48 Dupré, The Enlightenment, p.8.

49 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.43.

50 Ali, “Conversation with Abdelwahab Elmessiri,” pp.195-196. 

51 Bauman, Towards a Critical Sociology, p.2.

52 Ibid., p.4.

53 Ibid., p.5.

54 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.69. 

55 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, pp.104-107.

56 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.74.

57 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.68.

58 Bauman, Towards a Critical Sociology, p.7-17.

59 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, pp.264-273.

60 Ibid., vol. 1, p.278. 

61 Ibid., vol. 1, p.281.

62 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.399. 

63 Ibid., p.354.

64 Ibid., p.364.

65 Ibid., p.470.

NOTES

182

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 182

o b e i k a n . c o m



66 Connolly, Political Theory and Modernity (Ithca and London: Cornell University

Press, 1993), p.2.

67 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 2, p.452.

68 Dupré, The Enlightenment, 2004, p.20. 

69 Arendt, The Human Condition (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,

1958), p.312.

70 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.6. 

71 Ibid., p.36.

72 Ibid., pp.36-37.

73 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vol. 1.

74 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.11; pp.262-265. 

75 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, pp.110-111.

76 Voegelin, Science, Politics and Gnosticism, pp.61-63. 

77 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, pp.101-102.

I I I

MODERNI TY AS A GNOSTIC NARRATIVE

1 Jameson, A Singular Modernity, p.94.

2 Arendt, The Human Condition, p.292.

3 Edwards, Encyclopedia of Philosophy, vol. 1, pp.85-86; vol. 5, p.303. 

4 Bertens, The Idea of the Postmodern (London and New York: Routledge, 1995),

p.44.

5 Siedel, Knowledge as a Sexual Metaphor (Selinsgrove: Susquehanna University

Press, 2000), pp.168-175.

6 Sandoz, (ed.), “Introduction,” in Science, Politics and Gnosticism (Washington,

DC: Regnery Publishing, 1997), p.xii.

7 Voegelin, “Renaissance and Reformation,” in The Collected Works of Eric

Voegelin, vol. 22. D. Morse & W.M. Thompson (eds.) (Columbia & London:

University of Missouri Press, 1998), pp.178-179.

8 Voegelin, Science, Politics and Gnosticism, pp.57-69

9 Delanty, Modernity and Postmodernity (London: Sage Publications, 2000), p.65.

10 Bauman and Vecchi, Identity, p.73. 

11 Bauman and Keith Tester, Conversations with Zygmunt Bauman (Cambridge:

Polity, 2001), pp.134-135.

NOTES

183

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 183

o b e i k a n . c o m



12 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.201.

13 Jacobsen, “From Solid Modern Utopia to Liquid Modern Anti-Utopia?”

Utopian Studies, vol. 15, no.1, 2004, p.66.

14 Bauman, “Biology and the Modern Project,” pp.7-8. 

15 Giddens, Modernity and Self-Identity (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1991),

pp.2-48.

16 Bauman, “Living in Utopia,” LSE Public Lecture. 

17 Arendt, The Human Condition, pp.15-139. 

18 Izetbegovic�, Islam Between East and West (Indiana: The American Trust

Publications, 1999), 3rd edn., pp.8-15.

19 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, pp.17-24. 

20 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, p.16. 

21 Badawi, Maws‰¢at al-Falsafah [Encyclopedia of Philosophy] (Beirut: al-Mu¢assasah

al-�¢Arabiyyah li al-Dir¥s¥t wa al-Nashr, 1984), p.86.

22 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” p.58. 

23 Ibid., p.59. 

24 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vols. 5-6.

25 Ibid., vol. 6. 

26 Delanty, Modernity and Postmodernity, p.65. 

27 Bauman, Life in Fragments (Oxford UK and Cambridge USA: Blackwell, 1995),

pp.15-16.

28 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.201.

29 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” p.75.

30 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.56.

31 Voegelin, Science, Politics and Gnosticism, pp.68-69.

32 Voegelin, “Race and State,” in The Collected Works of Eric Voegelin. K.

Vondung, (ed.) (Baton Rouge: University of Missouri Press, 1997), vol. 2,

p.139. 

33 Voegelin, “Religion and the rise of modernity,” in The Collected Works of Eric

Voegelin. J.Wiser, (ed.) (Columbia & London: University of Missouri Press,

1998), vol. 23, p.140.

34 Voegelin, The New Science of Politics, p.118.

35 Ibid., pp.118-125.

36 Voegelin, Race and State, p.138. 

37 Voegelin, Religion and the Rise of Modernity, p.142.

NOTES

184

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 184

o b e i k a n . c o m



38 Voegelin, Race and State, p.148. 

39 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” p.62.

40 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, p.149.

41 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, pp.40-48. 

42 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.179.

43 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 2, pp.83-142.

44 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-N¥ziyyah, p.48.

45 Bauman, “The Fate of Humanity in the Post-Trinitarian World,” 2002,

pp.283-303. 

46 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 2, pp.53-83.

47 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.43.

48 Elmessiri, The Land of Promise (New Brunswick, N. J: North American, 1977),

pp.44-45.

49 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-N¥ziyyah, p.61.

50 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.70.

51 Bauman, “The Fate of Humanity in a Post-Trinitarian World,” pp.283-303.

52 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, pp.67-68.

53 Ibid., p.7.

54 Bauman, Janina, “Demons of Other People’s Fear: The Plight of the Gypsies,”

Thesis Eleven, 1998, vol. 54, no. 1, pp.51-56.

IV

MAPPING THE CONSEQUENCES OF MODERNITY

1 Bauman, “Critical Theory,” p.151. 

2 Bauman, “The Fate of Humanity in a Post-Trinitarian World,” pp.283-303.

3 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, pp.110-111.

4 Bauman, “The Fate of Humanity in a Post-Trinitarian World,” pp.283-303. 

5 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, pp.115-116. 

6 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.96. 

7 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.111. 

8 Giddens, Modernity and Self-Identity, p.15.

9 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.125. 

10 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.64. 

11 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, pp.49-50.

NOTES

185

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 185

o b e i k a n . c o m



12 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.20.

13 Ibid., p.29.

14 Bauman, Europe: An Unfinished Adventure (Cambridge: Polity, 2004), pp.10-77. 

15 Bauman, “The Fate of Humanity in a Post-Trinitarian World,” pp.283-303. 

16 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, pp.42-43. 

17 Ibid., pp.50-68. 

18 Stone, Dan, Theoretical Interpretations of the Holocaust (Amsterdam – Atlanta:

Rodopi, 2001), pp.5-6.

19 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, pp.107-110. 

20 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, pp.1-2. 

21 Ibid., p.31. 

22 Ibid., p.66.

23 Ibid., p.13. 

24 Ibid., pp.14-18. 

25 Ibid., p.26.

26 Ibid., pp.71-72.

27 Ibid., p.126. 

28 Ibid., p.108. 

29 Harrington, “Metaphoric Connections,” p.365. 

30 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.29. 

31 Ibid.

32 Ibid., pp.33-36.

33 Maasen and Weingart, Metaphors and the Dynamics of Knowledge, p.42. 

34 Varcoe, “Identity and the Limits of Comparison,” Theory, Culture and Society

(London, Thousand Oaks, CA., and New Delhi: Sage, 1998), vol. 15 (1),

p.58. 

35 Joas, Hans, “Bauman in Germany,” Theory, Culture & Society (London,

Thousand Oaks, CA., and New Delhi: Sage, 1998), vol. 15 (1), p.94. 

36 Bauman, “Sociology after the Holocaust,” British Journal of Sociology, vol. 39,

no. 4, 1988, pp.478-481.

37 Ibid., p.475. 

38 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.68.

39 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, pp.46-48.

40 Ibid., pp.104-107.

41 Ibid., p.17. 

NOTES

186

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 186

o b e i k a n . c o m



42 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, pp.41-42. 

43 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.6.

44 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.33.

45 Ibid., pp.43-44. 

46 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, pp.18-19.

47 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.65. 

48 Ibid., p.56.

49 Bauman, “The Fate of Humanity in a Post-Trinitarian World,” pp.283-303. 

50 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.56. 

51 Wolff, Kurt H, (ed.), The Sociology of Georg Simmel (New York: Free Press,

1950), pp.402-407. 

52 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.53.

53 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, p.61. 

54 Ibid., pp.71-82.

55 Ibid., pp.117-128.

56 Ibid., pp.111-112.

57 Ibid., p.13.

58 Ibid., pp.161-162. 

59 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.78. 

60 Bauman, “The Fate of Humanity in a Post-Trinitarian World,” pp.283-303. 

61 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.228. 

62 Clarke, Simon, “On Strangers: Phantasy, Terror and the Human Imagination,”

Journal of the Human Rights, 2002, vol. 1 (3), pp.345-355.

63 Nietzsche, The Birth of Tragedy and the Genealogy of Morals. Francis Golffing

(trans.) (New York: Doubleday & Company, INC.), pp.168-181. 

64 Bauman, Postmodern Ethics (Oxford, UK; Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell, 1993),

p.228. 

65 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, pp.100-125.

66 Ibid., pp.101-102.

67 Luká�cs, “The Ideology of Modernism,” in 20th Century Literary Criticism: A

Reader. David Lodge (ed.) (London and New York: Longman, 1972), p.483. 

68 Tipps, “Modernization Theory and Comparative Study of Societies,” p.207.

69 Elmessiri, “Towards a More Comprehensive and Explanatory Paradigm of

Secularism,” p.137.

70 Elmessiri, Dif¥¢ ¢an al-Ins¥n, pp.180-181. 

NOTES

187

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 187

o b e i k a n . c o m



71 Elmessiri, “The Imperialist Epistemological Vision,” The American Journal of

Islamic Social Sciences (Washington, DC, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 1994), vol.

11, no. 3, pp.406-407.

72 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, pp.40-48. 

73 Ali, “Conversation with Abdelwahab Elmessiri,” p.195.

74 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, pp.109-111.

75 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 2, pp.77-83.

76 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.590.

77 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vols. 1-2. 

78 Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, pp.36-37.

79 Dobbelaere, Secularization: An Analysis at Three Levels (Brussels: Peter Lang,

2002), p.38.

80 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.43. 

81 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vol. 2. 

82 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.50.

83 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vol. 2. 

84 Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust, p.61.

85 Elmessiri, The Land of Promise, pp.44-45.

86 Elmessiri, “Understanding the Holocaust,” 2000b, Al-Ahram Weekly, no.507.

87 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, p.279.

88 Ibid., p.280. 

89 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-N¥ziyyah, p.27.

90 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, p.197. 

91 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-N¥ziyyah, pp.36-38, p.59.

92 Ibid., p.79. 

93 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-¤ad¥rah al-Gharbiyyah al-¤adÏthah [Zionism and

Modern Western Civilization] (Cairo: D¥r al-Hil¥l, 2003), pp.156-159.

V

BAUMAN AND THE POSTMODERN SECULAR DILEMMA

1 Bauman, 2004, “Liquid Modernity.” Lecture on ANSE-Conference. 

2 Armstrong, Islam: a Short History (Phoenix Press: London, 2001), p.134. 

3 Bauman, ‘Living in Utopia.’ LSE Public Lecture.

4 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.187.

NOTES

188

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 188

o b e i k a n . c o m



5 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.124.

6 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.104. 

7 Ibid, p.42.

8 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.31. 

9 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.viii.

10 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.118. 

11 Huyssen, After the Great Divide, p.10.

12 Bauman, Legislators and Interpreters, p.131. 

13 Harding, Luke, “Ruthlessly Exposed,” Guardian, 8 April, 2005. 

14 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.vii. 

15 Beilharz, Zygmunt Bauman: Dialectic of Modernity (London: Sage Publications,

2000), p.51. 

16 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, pp.188-189. 

17 Beilharz, Zygmunt Bauman: Dialectic of Modernity, p.76.

18 Vanicek, “Zygmunt Bauman: Thoughts on the Age of Postmodernity,”

Perspectives: Central European Review of International Affairs (Prague Institute of

International Relations, 2005), vol. 23, p.77. 

19 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.26. 

20 Ibid., p.188. 

21 Ibid., pp.187-188.

22 Bauman, Modernity and Ambivalence, pp.101-252.

23 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.xxiv.

24 Bernstein, The New Constellation, p.7.

25 Bauman, Postmodern Ethics, p.219.

26 Tester, “Paths in the Social Thought of Zygmunt Bauman,” Thesis Eleven, vol.

70, no.1, 2002, p.68.

27 Abbinnett, Ross, Culture and Identity: Critical Theories (London: Sage

Publications, 2003), p.16.

28 Lévinas, Alterity and Transcendence. Michael B. Smith (trans.) (New York:

Columbia University Press, 1999), pp.23-29.

29 Ibid., pp.56-57.

30 Bauman, Postmodern Ethics, pp.10-13.

31 Ibid., p.14.

32 Ibid., p.72.

NOTES

189

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 189

o b e i k a n . c o m



33 Abbinnett, “Postmodernity and the Ethics of Care: Situating Bauman’s Social

Theory,” Cultural Values, vol. 2, no. 1, 1998, pp.103-112.

34 Best, Shaun, “Zygmunt Bauman: Personal Reflections within the Mainstream

of Modernity,” British Journal of Sociology, vol. 49, issue no. 2, 1998, p.317.

35 Kaulingfreks, “Are We All Good? Zygmunt Bauman’s Response to Hobbes,”

The Sociological Review, vol. 53 (1), 2005, p.40.

36 Bauman and Tester, Conversations with Zygmunt Bauman, p.97. 

37 Jacobsen, “From Solid Modern Utopia to Liquid Modern Anti-Utopia?” p.66.

38 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.173. 

39 Beilharz, Zygmunt Bauman: Dialectic of Modernity, p.131.

40 Berman, All That Is Solid Melts into Air, 1982, p.89. 

41 Bauman, Liquid Modernity (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2000), p.3.

42 Bauman and Tester, Conversations with Zygmunt Bauman, p.71.

43 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.132.

44 Bauman, Liquid Modernity, p.2.

45 Yakimova and Bauman, “A Postmodern Grid of the Worldmap?” Euronize, 11

August, 2002.

46 Bauman, Liquid Life (Cambridge; Malden, MA: Polity, 2005), p.2.

47 Ibid., p.68. 

48 Hof, The Enlightenment, pp.283-287. 

49 Bauman, Liquid Life, p.44.

50 Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents. Strachey, James (trans.) (New York &

London: Norton & Company, 1989), 2nd edn., p.26. 

51 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.50.

52 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.2.

53 Bauman, “Living in Utopia.” LSE Public Lecture.

54 Bauman, Freedom, p.65.

55 Bauman, “As Seen on TV,” Ethical Perspectives, vol. 7 (2), 2000a, pp.107-121.

56 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.40. 

57 Bauman, Liquid Life, p.9.

58 Bauman and Vecchi, Identity, p.47.

59 Bauman, Liquid Life, p.3. 

60 Giddens, Modernity and Self-Identity, p.8. 

61 Bauman, Liquid Life, p.91.

NOTES

190

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 190

o b e i k a n . c o m



62 Ibid., p.94.

63 Ibid., p.25.

64 Bauman, “Biology and the Modern Project,” 1993, p.13. 

65 Bauman, Liquid Life, pp.19-20.

66 Bauman, Intimations of Postmodernity, p.181. 

67 Ibid., p.6.

68 Ibid., p.146.

69 Bauman, “On Postmodern Uses of Sex,” Theory, Culture & Society (London:

Sage, 1998), vol. 15 (3-4), p.21.

70 Ibid., p.24.

71 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.149.

72 Ibid., p.27.

73 Seidman, “Modernity and Ambivalence,” Contemporary Sociology, vol. 21, no. 2,

1998, pp.284-285.

74 Freud, Civilization and its Discontents, p.60.

75 Bauman, Globalization: the Human Consequences (New York: Columbia

University Press, 1998), pp.92-93.

76 Bauman, Postmodernity and its Discontents, p.93.

77 Ibid., p.49.

78 Ibid., pp.184-185. 

79 Galecki, Lukasz interview with Bauman, “The Unwinnable War,” Eurozine, 1

Dec. 2005.

80 Armstrong, Islam: A Short History, p.140.

VI

ELMESSIRI AND POSTMODERN LIQUIDITY

1 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, 2002, p.282. 

2 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vol. 5.

3 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” p.57.

4 Jameson, A Singular Modernity, p.12.

5 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, pp.83-86. 

6 Blackshaw, Zygmunt Bauman, p.93.

7 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.46.

NOTES

191

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 191

o b e i k a n . c o m



8 Elmessiri, “The Tools of Seduction,” Al-Ahram Weekly, no.388, 1998. 

9 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, p.15.

10 Israel, Enlightenment Contested, pp.586-588.

11 Connolly, Political Theory and Modernity, pp.69-88.

12 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah wa al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Sh¥milah, vol. 2,

pp.286-293. 

13 Ibid., p.173.

14 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, p.284.

15 Elmessiri, “Of Darwinian Mice and Pavlovian Dogs: a Critique of Western

Modernity,” Al-Ahram Weekly, no.319, 1997.

16 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, p.106. 

17 Elmessiri, “The Imperialist Epistemological Vision,” p.411.

18 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, pp.109-111.

19 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 2, p.228.

20 Elmessiri, “Secularism, Immanence and Deconstruction,” p.53.

21 Berman, All That Is Solid Melts into Air, p.33. 

22 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, pp.389-396.

23 Ibid., p.233. 

24 Arendt, The Human Condition, pp.308-312.

25 Elmessiri, “Towards a More Comprehensive and Explanatory Paradigm of

Secularism,” p.138. 

26 Esposito, “Islam and Secularism in the Twentieth-first Century,” in Islam and

Secularism in the Middle East. Azzam Tamimi & John L. Esposito (eds.) (London:

Hurst & Company, 2000), pp.53-57.

27 Ezzat, Heba, “Secularism, the State and the Social Bond,” in Islam and Secularism

in the Middle East. Azzam Tamimi & John L. Esposito (eds.) (London: Hurst &

Company, 2000), p.127. 

28 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.73.

29 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.248.

30 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, p.47. 

31 Ibid., p.50.

32 Ibid., pp.52-56.

33 Elmessiri, Dir¥s¥t M�a¢rifiyyah, pp.256-260.

34 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 2, pp.160-168.

NOTES

192

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 192

o b e i k a n . c o m



35 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.246.

36 Elmessiri, “The Imperialist Epistemological Vision,” p.413. 

37 Elmessiri, Al-�¢Alm¥niyyah al-Juz¢iyyah, vol. 1, p.108.

38 Elmessiri, Al-Lughah wa al-Maj¥z, pp.74-88. 

39 Elmessiri, Ri^laty al-Fikriyyah, p.249. 

40 Huyssen, After the Great Divide, pp.189-211.

41 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, p.13. 

42 Sontag, Susan, “Against Interpretation,” in 20th Century Literary Criticism: A

Reader. David Lodge, (ed.) (London and New York: Longman, 1972), p.660.

43 Silverman, Facing Postmodernity (London and New York: Routledge, 1999),

p.23.

44 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, pp.140-143. 

45 Elmessiri, “Understanding the Holocaust,” Al-Ahram Weekly, no.507, 2000b.

46 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, p.152.

47 Silverman, Facing Postmodernity, p.24.

48 Elmessiri, “The Imperialist Epistemological Vision,” p.415.

49 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, p.155. 

50 Ibid., p.156.

51 Ibid., p.159.

52 Elmessiri, Al-ßuhy‰niyyah wa al-¤ad¥rah al-Gharbiyyah al-¤adÏthah, p.229.

53 Elmessiri, “The Cognitive Map,” Al-Ahram Weekly, no.878, 2008. 

54 Bauman, Europe: An Unfinished Adventure (Cambridge: Polity, 2004), p.48.

55 Elmessiri, Al-¤ad¥thah wa m¥ Ba¢da al-¤ad¥thah, p.93.

56 Elmessiri, Maws‰¢at, vol. 1.

NOTES

193

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 193

o b e i k a n . c o m



Apocalyptic Vision: An assumption that the universe runs according to a divine
plan based on the struggle between good and evil; God will destroy the world, and
only the believers will be saved and transferred into the perfect divine order. 

Assimilation: A theory of Anglo conformity to the effect that an American is
expected to embrace what is known as WASP values, that is, white, Anglo-Saxon,
and Protestant characteristics. Accordingly, Catholics, Jews, and Turks were seen as
inferior believers lacking the attitudes and characteristics of a truly American culture.
In Europe, the failure of the dominant cultures to establish a melting pot or cultural
pluralism resulted in the attempt to clean Europe from the Jews and finally exporting
the Jewish question to the Middle East. 

Behaviorism: An approach in psychology that aspires for scientific legitimacy by
focusing on outward reactions to a stimulus rather than the content of the mind.
Russian physiologist Ivan Pavlov (1849-1936) chose the dog as his experimental
animal, yet his results were believed to be applicable to human beings. In the United
States, John Watson (1878-1958) rejected the very concept of the mind, and dealt
with imagery, thought and language in terms of behavior. Watson conducted his
experiments on children and trained them to give specific responses and reactions. 

Causality: A notion that presupposes a necessary link between the cause and the
effect. In metaphysical and religious systems, God is sometimes seen as the only prop-
er efficient cause or the “ultimate unmoved mover”. In mechanical philosophy, there
is no obsession with final causes, goals or purposes but with efficient and concrete
sources of motions. Deterministic causality is based on a solid and closed network of
causes and effects, seeing every sequence as a consequence. Open causality, on the
other hand, sees the phenomena of human reality as neither necessarily materialistic
nor necessarily bound to the closed network of clear causes and effects. 

Cognitive Paradigm: A seemingly harmonious conceptual structure generated
from a wide range of selected details, facts and/or events. It is a pattern or an organiz-
ing principle generated by human skill and creativity; it is not attained by learning
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rules or acquiring a body of knowledge. Emotions, imagination, and subjectivity –
including moral attitudes, social dispositions, and political views – are also important
in the construction of paradigms. Cognitive paradigms uncover the ultimate end of
human existence in relation to God, Nature and Man. 

Comprehensive Secularism: A worldview that does not aim merely at the separa-
tion of church and religion or the independence of science and technology from
human subjectivity, but at the separation of all values not only from the state but also
from public and private life, and from the world at large. It sees the centre of the uni-
verse as entirely immanent and non-transcendent i.e. self-operating, self-generating
and self-explanatory. The entire world is primarily composed of one matter, one
which is in a permanent and purposeless motion, remaining indifferent to human
and/or divine specificities, uniqueness, and absolutes. Thus comprehensive secular-
ism can be referred to as ‘naturalist/materialist secularism’ or ‘nihilistic secularism.’ 

Determinism: A theory that assumes that events are settled in advance; they had to
happen and could not have been otherwise. Thus human choices, decisions and
actions are just effects. In this sense, deciding to move one’s finger, to go for a walk, to
buy something, to make love, to kill someone, or to get divorced is just an effect. 

Embryonic/Fetal Tendency: A phrase that describes a human tendency to reject
all bounds, boundaries and limits. This tendency uncovers a desire to get rid of the
complexity of human existence and the burden of responsibility, specificity and con-
sciousness. It is an attempt to escape human reality and its potentials for good and evil,
success and failure, freedom and unfreedom. It is the life of an embryo, a fetus or a
baby living in a vicious organic circle and monistic existence. 

Empiricism: A technical and philosophical doctrine that assumes that all knowledge
about nature and human behavior is based primarily on experience. Thus Empiricists
tend to emphasize concrete experience rather than the real essences of things. John
Locke believed that all simple ideas come from experience, and that there are no
innate ideas. In short, the mind is a tabula rasa, i.e., a blank slate at birth, and knowl-
edge cannot go beyond the limits of experience. 

End of History: A phrase that describes an expected moment dominated by materi-
alist monism, where all dualities vanish and only one principle governs the direction
of history. Time and struggle on earth are expected to cease to exist, and man as a
complex human being will vanish and become a materialist/natural object.
Materialist monism dominates modern times and it reflects an obsession with a tech-
nocratic utopia, an earthly paradise and the notion of a return to Zion.
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Enlightenment: A social philosophy and a historical period extending from the late
seventeenth to the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century. It advocates individual
and collective emancipation along with the search for laws that govern nature and
society. It led, however, to exclusion, domination and the mastery of nature over
man. It is highly ironic that the proponents of the Enlightenment were convinced
that man is also an organic part of organic nature and thus controlled by the same
materialistic laws governing physical phenomena.

Epistemology: A process of systematic understanding of a body of truths rather than
the mere awareness of isolated facts or opinions. Modern epistemology is rationalist
and empiricist, underlining the necessity of determining the nature and limits of
human knowledge. In other words, the intellect and sense experience are the founda-
tions of all modern human knowledge.

Eschatology: A genre of religious treatises about the last days and things: death, res-
urrection, the last judgment and immortality in the Beyond.

Eugenics: A twentieth century movement that aspired for the improvement of the
human race by applying the scientific principles of heredity which were believed to
determine physical, physiological and mental traits. This racist ideology led to the
belief in the inferiority of some races and the superiority of others. It also advocated
sterilization as a solution to crime, violence, prostitution, mental disease and alco-
holism. The movement was not restricted to Germany, and it appeared in Britain in
1907, in the United States in 1908-1910, and later in Western Europe, Russia,
Latin America, Canada, and Japan. 

Euro-centricism: A tendency to interpret the histories and cultures of non-
European societies from a European, progressive, perspective, constructing different
cultures as inferior, barbaric, poor, backward, underdeveloped, despotic, servile,
superstitious, inflexible and ultimately unchangeable. This ideology justifies coloniza-
tion and imperialism in the name of civilizing non-European or non-Western
societies. 

Fascism: A term applied to dictatorial regimes that emerged in interwar Europe. The
fascist epoch designates the triumph of Francisco Franco in the Spanish Civil War and
the success of Adolf Hitler’s lightening war in France, Scandinavia and Poland. Such
regimes developed organic conceptions of the nation as well as cultural, biological
and political racism. 
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Functional Groups: People recruited from within society or from outside it. They
are defined in terms of their definite, limited and abstract function rather than their
complex humanity. They are also referred to as intermediate groups or servant
groups. Their major characteristics include isolation, powerlessness, mobility, neu-
trality, rationality and double standards. Modern bureaucracy has transformed
modern man into a purely functional civil servant whose honour and success derive
from his blind obedience to orders.

Genocide: A term coined by Raphael Lemkin to designate the Nazi policies of mass
extermination, deportations and slave labor. Genocide is perceived as a designed plan
aiming at the destruction of essential foundations of the life of ethnic groups or cultur-
al identities. The term, however, is not confined to the designation of the Nazi
atrocities against the Jews, and it can refer to all attempts to exterminate every member
of a targeted group. 

Globalization: A theory closely connected with modernization, the necessity of
rapid change and the intensification of political, economic and cultural interconnect-
edness. This aspiration for global hegemony takes the form of privatization,
liberalization of trade and capital mobility rather than imperialism and direct colo-
nization. This hegemony is ironically accompanied with the globalization of crime,
violence and poverty. 

Gnosis: In the realm of religion, gnosis is seen as a spiritual pursuit that promises the
liberation of individuals and humanity at large. Revealed knowledge is conceived as
the only means of salvation and the return to one’s divine origin. In the realm of natu-
ral philosophy and science, gnosis refers to the possibility of reaching the scientific
laws of perfection, truth, beauty and goodness. 

Gnosticism: A term that designates a family of trends and schools that believe in the
power of revealed knowledge to fulfill salvation. Gnosticism – whether in
Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, Hebrew Kabbalah or Islamic esoteric traditions –
is based on sophisticated mythologies of fall and salvation which attempt to explain
the existence of evil in the world and the ways to overcome it. The term has been
applied to all modern ideologies that advocate the salvation of man in the here-now
rather in the Hereafter.  

Hegelianism: A term that refers to the overall influence of Hegel’s philosophy on
Western philosophers and sociologists, particularly its emphasis on the historical
nature of reason. Rationality is tied to history, and the development of the capacities of
reason is revealed in various social and historical epochs. 
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Holocaust: A term used in the late 1950s to displace such terms as catastrophe, disas-
ter and even genocide. The meaning of the Holocaust, however, differs from one
writer to another. Since the 1960s, the term Holocaust has become the most widely
used name to refer to the genocide of six million Jews during the Nazi era, though
twenty million people were killed at Hitler’s behest, including Gypsies, communists,
political opponents, homosexuals and the mentally retarded. Sadly, these victims of
the Holocaust have been thrown into oblivion for lack of means to publicize their
cause. Unlike the Jews, they did not have many professors, writers and journalists to
represent their suffering and advocate their rights.

Humanism: A tendency to stress the capacities of human beings. The humanism of
Greek antiquity, Islam, medieval and Renaissance Europe was driven by spiritual,
moral and cultural ideals. European humanism since the eighteenth century has
embraced a more materialistic position and a secular naturalism that promises human
perfectibility. It places emphasis on human life and human action in the here now and
underlines the role of punishment and redemption, only in the here now. 

Idealism: A philosophy that gives priority to mental or spiritual ideas in the founda-
tion of human reality, knowledge, and morality. Life is assumed to originate from a
supernatural process of creation by a non-material being. Thus non-ideal entities such
as material things are believed to be secondary and even illusory. Though idealists do
not deny the material reality of living organisms, they see the special essence of living
beings as existing only in the mind of the Creator; and therefore, never to be under-
stood! 

Immanentism: A strong belief in necessary materialization, especially that of God in
man and/or nature, including the revelation of Jesus as the Son of God. Since the
advent of modernity, God has incarnated in such non-personal categories as Reason,
Nature, Progress, the laws of History, the invisible hand, Historical Inevitability and
the nation/state. 

Imperialism: Western imperialism from the seventeenth century aimed at political
hegemony or territorial acquisition, seeking new resources and markets. It was
accompanied with an intellectual, linguistic and cultural imperialism that constructs
other cultures as exotic worlds in need of a civilizing mission. 

Instrumentalization: A philosophical term that underlines instrumental knowl-
edge which uses an object – human or non-human – to achieve certain goals. This
knowledge serves the effectiveness of technique, expanding power and control but
with no guarantee that the ends are good. Human beings, animals and inanimate
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objects can be thus instrumentalized in the service of value-free control and 
expansion.

Kabbalah: A Jewish mystical tradition concerned with theophilosophy, magic and
ecstasy to fulfil a direct communication and union with God. Kabbalists believe in lin-
guistic immanence, i.e., in a profound affinity between a name and the entity it
designates. Thus Jerusalem is not just a conventional name for a geographical entity or
an earthly city, but also the divine city. 

Materialism: A family of theories that conceives of matter as the only one principle
of reality. Living organisms are material beings without any unique status, and there-
fore, they submit to the same laws of physical systems. Mechanistic materialism treats
living organisms as types of machines that conform to the laws of physics. This philos-
ophy promotes secular politics, ethics, and reason rather than supernatural or divine
intervention. With deterministic materialism, man becomes a machine devoid of 
free will, religion an untrue myth, and the ethics of hedonism the only proper path to
happiness.

Modernism: A movement that represented a seemingly radical break with the dom-
inant nineteenth century literary and artistic norms. It explored such negative states as
violence, irrationality, aggressiveness, eroticism and nihilism. Modernism witnessed
the emergence of an oppositional culture that protests against the dominance of real-
ism, the mechanized social world and materialist philosophy. 

Modernity: A condition characterized in its radical western form by a strong rejec-
tion of traditional and religious authorities, underlining instead the authority of
science, the narratives of progress and the possibility of individual and collective
emancipation. Modernity, however, has its inherent ironies and contradictions as
shown in the history of colonialism, the injustices of the nation/state, class conflict,
and the mastery of materialism over individuals. 

Modernization Theory: A product of American social science that came into
prominence in the 1960s. It places emphasis on industrialization, technology, social
change and market-based economies. The theory has its intellectual roots in the
Enlightenment narrative of progress and nineteenth century evolutionary theories of
social change.

Monism: A family of doctrines that advocate only one principle of reality. Religious
monism shows in atheism and pantheism, both of which deny the existence of a 
transcendent deity. Cosmic and materialist monism assumes that God, Man and

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

199

Cognitive Mapping TEXT.qxt_Revised Papers  12/06/2013  10:02  Page 199

o b e i k a n . c o m



Nature are one organic whole. The laws of nature govern human reality, whereas
human and divine ends are excluded since the natural world is the only foundation of
ethical and epistemological systems. Ethics are thus attributed to purely materialist
considerations, be they political, social or economic. 

Nature/Matter: In materialist philosophy, nature is a non-teleological system, i.e., it
is a closed, self-sufficient, aimless and purposeless system. Nature is prior to man, thus
reducing him to its laws, determinism and flux. 

Objectivity: Knowledge based on facts, aspiration for truth without the intrusion of
opinions, viewpoints, perspectives, beliefs or value-judgments. It is often argued,
however, that there are no simple objective facts of reality, since it is shaped by socio-
economic, political and/or scientific interest. This view mitigates the diametrical
opposition of objectivity and subjectivity. 

Organicism: A doctrine which upholds the view that a living creature is an integrat-
ed whole or an organic unity in which the whole is prior to the parts. The concept
refers to the unity of Being in metaphysics; the beautiful totality or inner form of a
work of art in aesthetics; and the unity and purity of a human community in political
and social thought. The latter gave rise to modern racist and nationalistic ideologies,
culminating in Nazism and Zionism. 

Pantheism: Whether materialist or spiritual, this philosophy assumes that the centre
of the universe is within the world, i.e. immanent or non-transcendent. Spiritual pan-
theism posits a deity that is immanent to the world and on which the world
completely depends. God becomes immanent in his creatures and dissolves into
them; only His name remains, though He is in fact nothing but nature/matter.
Hegel’s Absolute Spirit (Geist) or the Spirit of History seems to be spiritual and ideal-
istic whereas in fact it is materialist. In explicitly materialist pantheism, spiritual and
idealist language is entirely abandoned, designating the only foundation of reality as
the laws of nature, scientific laws, physical laws and/or laws of motion.  

Partial Secularism: A worldview that advocates the necessity of separating religion
from the world of politics and perhaps economy, yet it does not necessarily deny the
existence of moral and human and perhaps religious totalities or the existence of
metaphysics. It is the solid phase of western modernity which secularized Christian
and non-Christian values and metaphysical notions of the Hereafter, Resurrection
and the Day of Judgment. God was replaced with different secular absolutes, includ-
ing Reason, Progress, the nation/state, society and the proletariat. 
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Positivism: A family of theories that sees empirical science as the only foundation of
objective and reliable knowledge about nature and society. Emphasis is placed on the
value-free methods of the natural sciences, which are believed applicable to the
humanities.

Postmodernism: An umbrella term that covers intellectual and aesthetic currents in
art and literature since the 1960s. Among the characteristics of postmodern art and
literature are the tendencies towards fragmentation, discontinuity, the erosion of the
boundaries between high and low art, and the celebration of small narratives rather
than grand narratives, particularly the histories of women, children, the working
classes and minorities. 

Postmodernity: A culture that emerged since the late 1960s to go beyond the con-
tradictions of western modernity and to act as a better platform for democracy and
justice for previously oppressed or marginalized groups. Global capitalism, however,
has determined the experience of postmodernity, its dynamics and consequences,
leading to new contradictions and injustices.

Rationalism: A belief in the capacity of pure intellect alone as the foundation of
knowledge of truths about the universe and the nature of reality. This belief encour-
aged the advocates of the Enlightenment to trust in human abilities without reliance
on divine illumination.

Rationalization: A major concept in Max Weber’s perception of modernization.
Within monotheism, the prophet becomes the man of rational spirit that stands for
the final victory of the process of monotheistic rationalization over magical elements.
In modern times, such traditional value-oriented rationalization is marginalized in
favour of a value-free rationalization which always takes place within the laws of
nature/matter. This process transforms society into mathematical equations to be
solved in a factory environment that renders society as efficient as a machine, thus
enhancing effectiveness, yet threatening individual freedom and leading society to
the iron cage of materialism in both capitalist and socialist systems alike.

Transcendence: Latin Transcendentia, German Transcendenz, a deep-rooted word in
philosophy, coined during the Middle Ages. Yet the experience of transcendence was
very crucial to human consciousness before the birth of philosophy itself. Theologi-
cally, divine transcendence refers to the idea that God is absolutely outside of and
beyond the material world. Transcendence can simply mean going beyond the limits
of the mind, rationality and sense perception for the sake of a superior spirituality by
means of insight, imagination, intuition and the perception of another universe. This
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understanding includes the transcendence of nature/matter, the unity of good, truth,
beauty, and the delight in art. 

Zion: A place name used as a synonym for Jerusalem and/or a specific mountain near
Jerusalem, i.e. Mount Zion. This term provides a wonderful example of linguistic
immanence as it refers now to the World to come, the age to come or heaven on
earth, all of which are eschatological phrases reflecting the dissatisfaction with the cur-
rent world and the aspiration for a better world or paradise in the future. Thus the
term can designate the aspirations of modern ideologies and their aspirations for the
end of struggle on earth and the establishment of a utopia and an earthly paradise. 

Zionism: A nationalistic movement that emerged in the nineteenth century and
defined itself in definite secular terms rather than religious language of reviving Jewish
tradition and bringing about the age of the messiah. A national Jewish home was seen
as the best solution to the problem of persecution and the failure of Jewish assimilation
in Europe. The Jewish question has been transferred to the Middle East; the Balfour
Declaration of 1917 affirmed British colonial support to Zionists and their desire to
establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine, though the Jews constituted only 12% of the
population in 1920. 
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