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This book shatters the myth that naked-eye sighting of the new 

moon and completing thirty days in the case of weather-related or 

other obscurities are the only two valid methods of determining 

the month of Ramadan. The author explains that certainty, not 

actual sighting, is the real objective of the Sharicah and that the 

Qur’an does not mandate physical sighting. A careful analysis 

shows that those hadiths that seemingly require sighting actually 

require certainty. The assertion that all Muslim scholars prohibit 

the use of astronomical calculations, both in affirming or negating 

the month of Ramadan, is not correct. As calculation is now more 

accurate than naked-eye sighting, due to certain astronomical and 

scientific advancements, the use of calculation is the closest to the 

real objective of the Shari‘ah and to the spirit of the hadiths. 

Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah earned his B.A. (Hons) and M.A. (Hons) 

in usul al-din (the fundamentals of the Islamic religion) from the 

International Islamic University Islamabad, Pakistan, and his 

Ph.D. in comparative religions from the University of Wales, 

UK. He  has taught at the International Islamic University, 

the University of Wales, the University of North Florida, St. 

Thomas University, and Florida Community College; served 

as religious director of various Muslim communities in the 

United States; and been the national president of the Sharicah 

Scholars Association of North America, the Islamic Circle 

of North America, and several other Muslim organizations. 

Currently, Dr. Shah is executive director of the Fiqh Council 

of North America and religious director of the Islamic Society 

of Milwaukee.



o b e i k a n d l . c o m



An exhaustive study of the topic… an objective presentation of conflicting opinions
… a comprehensive analysis of textual, contextual and intellectual arguments… a
profound contribution towards solving a long awaited international problem…an
honest realization of Shari¢ah objectives… 

–– Prof. Dr. Abdel Majid  al-Najjar
Assistant Secretary General, European Council of Fatwa & Research, France

An example of honest, profound, meticulous research…a creative analysis of vary-
ing juristic opinions, a thorough demonstration of related arguments, a compre-
hensive comparison and preponderance of internal reasoning, a logical rather lit-
eral treatment of the subject … an erudite work deserving appreciation and
esteem.    

–  Prof. Dr. Hussain Hamid Hassan
Former President IIU, Pakistan; Professor of Shari¢ah Cairo University

CEO, Dar al-Shari¢ah, Dubai

I used to waver regarding confirmation of Ramadan by astronomical calculations
but no more…this book has resolved the confusion once for all…a convincing
scholarly treatise… a celebrated work deserving salutation. 

– Prof. Dr. Hasan al-Shaf’ai
Former President of IIU, Pakistan, Professor al-Azhar Universty

Member Academy of Arabic Language, Cairo

An enormous research work proving that the Qur’an and Sunnah never prohibit-
ed use of precise astronomical calculations, that there exists no consensus among
jurists vis a vis barring use of calculations in confirming Ramadan…proving that use
of calculations are in line with Islamic Shari’ah…a precisely pointing work, an
abundantly rich exposition, a noble work loaded with prospects of Muslim unity
especially in the West… 

– Prof. Dr. Ali al-Qurrah Daghi
Professor University of Qatar

Member European Council of Fatwa & Research, Doha

This pleasantly erudite book will force many Muslims to change their views about
astronomical calculations and confirmation of Ramadan. The author’s studious treat-
ment of the subject leaves no room for doubt that our precise astronomical calcula-
tions are altogether different from the guess works of medieval magicians and
astrologers. Islamic Fiqh is against astrology and not against the science of astronomy.

– Prof. Dr. Mahmood Mazrooa’h
Former President, Ulama Council of Egypt,

Professor, Higher Studies, Umm al-Qura Unversity, Makkah
and al-Azhar Unversity, Cairo
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