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Narcissism :

The term comes from the Greek myth of a young man's unfortunate
emotional investment in his own refection . In its most general sense it stands for
an exaggerated self — love . However, the term may have any of a variety of
meanings depending on the particular orientation of the author . For the specific
meanings in psychoanalytic theory primary narcissism secondary narcissism and
narcissism neurosis for the contemporary usage in standard psychiatry narcissistic
personality disorder mote, in some writings narcissism is called ego erotism

1| PR P | S .LA:....in\.iL‘sReberLg_'tlL:'éﬂE:,,.}_"l 3
’ S o \ 2

(1) Reber, p. 650.
(2) Reber,p. 481.
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Narcissism :

1) Self — love, the term is applied to high valuation of one’s own bodily
qualities and by extension, of one's deeds and personal qualities . It is
sometimes erroneously used for autoetotism . In psychoanalysis, narcissism
is said to be and early stage in human development, or a neurotically
arrested, stage, see primary .

2) Identification with the idealized image of self, and loving the unrealistically

glorified attributes of self seen therein . It is a comprehensive solution for

(1) reber, p. 482 .
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basic conflict . The variant narcism is etvmologically incorrect but now
accepted .

Narcissism / egative; underestimation of oneself narcissism / primary or /
primal the early stage when the infant's libido is turned toward his own body .
The partial persistence of this stage, or return thereto, is a major factor in some

neuroses . The use of autserotism for this stage lessens the usefulness of that
term for amore specific meaning .

Narcissism / secondary: the taking of the self, rather than the mother, as a
love object, the investment of libido in objects similar to one self M
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(1) English, H.B. and English, A.C., (1958), A comprehensive dictionary of psychological and
psychoanalytical terms, Longmans, London.p. 336.
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