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'Because of these problems, few attempts have been made to test mirror image
theory. The results of the studies reveal no clear pattern; for some issues, news
coverage corresponds relatively well to objective indicators, but for other issues,
the correspondence is weaker. In the case of the economy, for example, the actual
state of inflation, encrgy dependence, and unemployment have been found to be
significant predictors of the number of network news stories on these subjects (see
Roy Behr and Shanto Iyengar, “Television News, Real-World Cues, and Changes in
the Public Agenda,” Public Opinion Quarterly (Spring 1985), 38-57). However, in the
case of AIDS, there was virtually no news coverage of the disease until it had claimed
its first celebrity vicims (sec James Dearing and Everemr Rogers, “The Agenda-

Setting Process for the Issue of AIDS,” Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of
the International Communication Association, New Orleans, 1988).

*See, for instance, Michael Emery, “An Engangered Species: the International News-
hole,” Gannett Center Fournal (1989), p. 151-64.
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Cited in Jeffrey Abramson, “Four Cridcisms of Press Ethics,” in Judith Lichtenberg,
ed., Denrocracy and the Mass Media (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990,
p- 260.

*Abramson, 1990, p. 260.

*Neil Postman, Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Bustness
(New York: Viking, 1983).
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*Int the case of enterrainment programming, there is sbviously a strong connection
between the ability of the show to attract ratings and 1o bring in advertising revenue
on the one hand, and the show's furure prospects, on the other.

"Ben Bagdikian, The Media Monopoly (Boston: Beacon Press, 1983).

*Cited m Pamela Shoemaker and Stephen Reese, Mediating the Message: Theories of
Influence on Mass Media Content (New York: Longman, 1991), p. 165,
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*More recenty, surveys of the national press corps show a predominance of
Democrats over Republicans and self-identified liberals over conservazives [see
Robert Lichrer, Stanley Rothman, and Linda Richter, The Media Eire (Washingron,
D.C.: Adler and Adler, 1986)]. Of course, this does not mean that reporters’ partisan
preferences affect their writing.

Vo¥



ol G ‘g;"JJJ"L“Y" OJ'I_,J'I L..nl. {E.'U L....:— :'DT Son gg.rj-:g'l rjﬁ\” di
LL—.Q.RJ\‘,.]:;AA..ENLSJ:-JJ cuu-'l 4.;.\\:-)’\ u)Ll:-v.J'l) PRl dw\dd]\*A}\
o J‘ Ay por _p,u,. ‘eb‘ﬁ&)#w)u‘d‘iyu.)w*‘ dyF s
Jabs Ol gl OB S aay (S Rzl Jlde Bde o &) F e
delf-e))ks) @ﬁ‘}‘@df’—bwltb\ﬂwwﬂyu#\ﬁ}j
A JUl o e J;Y'lrhiignwjl J;-b O,AJL}\'\AMLgJJ\JJ]a.U
ﬁﬁd@bﬁ@bﬁd@}rﬁ)bﬁ Jﬂd\%ﬁ@\“&mﬂ-\f\a_d%
2l gl )7 jald
FW

J:L,J JQLL agm_-m @mwwgwwws.&u ap,,;, [FRERSUERN W
LR L@{nggbgt}.{gjljrwyl(}b)l q.a,-}li s._.)‘o'\.u\I\L-f-.:..Lp&é;J..,a.dl
A g o )W e shal)

sy gk oSy B Y1 idaadt gy T At e Wl Vi
ST P PN R WEVC A VIR e - X IR VC R R PEN R PR - LN
g‘"“ L,.,Jlj;‘u) f.o\...xﬂ o..'\.g_) iy VR E N ;'lj::-l JU\J) t.ow\.i.:k}v_i'j 3.&:—‘} ng.!a ..b—j
Wby o 0yl Bty egae Dol b s Yy 2RabL b3
g A el Oyl ey el O e B Rl ol (S
S e 3 S diadly een Y ARER) WA OB (il Bale e (A
'Lo\ huw».a)\ u'l)'}l'l) U\J..J'u u.\'l,)—\_,u_,}"uau-!b Q\ m)\.&Y\cp\}Jl
gs'l.a...,-Y| M'ldboj.p\ah uLbL‘-Y\,;.}Jle” u‘ UJ.LL.’U U”'U" &fjjy 4....,..J\.v
i)

wjgﬁwq\jp@@)gylg%lrugs@wuum@}
Dkl eda Gy dslas W bl Bnned LV mar 3 Lglbls

Y A



oy ol ) gl OW A e OY W3y 5yt plall g gl Bles
b ghall 550l 5 s o AU 3 LY el

L g ¥ Sy bl 3 Sl 8 e D) Sl W Py o a5
oot ey e Uish o Laaant aes iyl Y1l O oo A 20 g g
O e ol W O Y] Gl UKL L ad A el )V e s gt
W LLadl Sl diba )T L sendd o a

sk 1 Dl o T et S el St s FEVNCERTED
criey o G el pll S Rk gy L L S 13 - eadlh e
JE W e g O 1 S5V B (5r ol omall ey bt ISR
home b oLt Y1 0} I SV B i o B Gl pE 8 806 8

e

o gl e SV 0] iy SV i Y Ty s Y e

el e S el
Suggested Readings

Ben Bagdikian, 1987. The Media Monopoly. Boston: Beacon Press.

Rov Behr and Shanto Iyengar. 1985. “Television News, Re.al—\’v'orld
Cues, and Changes in the Public Agenda,” Public Opinion Quar-
terly, 49, 38-57 |

James Dearing and Everett Rogers. 1988, “The Agenda-Setring
Process for the Issue of AIDS.” Paper presented at the Annual
Meeting of the International Communication Association, New
Orleans.

Michael Emery. 1989. “An Engangered Species: The International
Newshole,” Gannett Center Journal, 3, 151-64.

Judith Lichtenberg, ed. Democracy and the Mass Media. WNew York:
Cambridge University Press.

Robert Lichter, Stanley Rothman, and Linda Richter. 1986. The
Media Elite. Washington, D.C.: Adler and Adler.

Netl Postman. 1986. Amusing Qurselves to Dearh: Public Discourse in
the Age of Show Business. New York: Viking.

Austn Ranney. 1983, Channels of Power: The Impact of Television on
American Politics,. New York: Basic Books.

Pamela Shoemaker and Stephen Reese. 1991. Mediating the Message:
Theories of Influence on Mass Media Content. New York: Longman.





