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“The exceptions are the Demacratic and Republican congressional and senatarial
campaign committees, which can give up to $17,500 to any campaign, In addidon,
there is no limit on the total amount of money that political acdon commirtees may
spend in a given vear in suppart of several candidares.
‘Candidares qualify for matching funds if they can raise $5000 in each of 22 states
in contibudons of §250 or less. Candidates who win the nomination of one of
the major parties become automatcally eligible for full public financing during the
general zlecuon.
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#Laocal campaigns have a decidedly different flavor. One study of city council, county
supervisor, and school board elecdons in California found that candidates spent at
most 8 percent of their budgets on TV and radio. The handbill and the postal service
are stll the great communicators in local elections. This is not because candidates
for these seats shun the mass media. Rather, it is not efficient for them to attract the
attention of the local television news stations. See California Commission on Cam-
paign Financing. The New California Gold Rusk (Los Angeles: Center for Responsive
Government, 1987).
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“See Popkin, 1991, pp. 178-79.
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