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*Thomas Patterson and Robert McClure, The Unseeing Eye: The Myth of Television
Power in National Elections (New York: G.P. Pumams, 1976), pp. 50-52.

The list of events included the resignation of the speaker of the U.S. House, former
President Reagan's surgery, a major speech by President Bush, the crash of a United
Airlines DC-10 in Iowa, and the Jim Bakker trial. See Vincent Price and John Zal-
ler, “Who Gerts the News?: The Measurement Problem in Media Research,” Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Polidcal Science Association, San
Francisco, 1990.

“Roy Behr, Pradeep Chibber, and Shanto lyengar, “TV News as a Source of Public
Affairs Information,” Unpublished paper, Deparunent of Political Science, UCLA,
1990.
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*Quoted in Peter Boyer, “Famine in Africa: The TV Accident That Exploded,” in
Michael Emery and Ted Smythe (eds.), Readings in Mass Commrunication (Dubuque,
Ia: William C. Brown, 1986) p. 193
Antecedents of the agenda-setting argument can be found in the works of the great
American journalist Walter Lippmann, who suggested that the press’s job was to
“signalize” events and who wamned of the impossibil:ty of the news and reality being
one and the same.
"Bernard Cohen, The Press and Foreign Policy (Princeton, NJ.: Princeton University
Press, 1963), p. 13.
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83ee Shanto Iyengar and Donald Kinder, News That Matters; Television and American
Opinion {Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987), p. 24. Early agenda-setting
sudies were plagued by a number of methodological difficulties, most notably, con-
fusion berween cause and effect. Did the correlation between newspaper readers’
political concerns and the content of the news mean that news coverage had set the
audience agenda, or did it mean instead that newspaper editors had tailored their

coverage of issues to suit the concerns and interests of their readers? Concerns such
as these led the way to the use of experimental design in agenda-setting research.

*Iyengar and Kinder, 1987, p. 63.
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Uin practice, very few news reports are purely episodic or thematic. Even the most
detailed, close-up Jook at a poor person, for instance, might include lead-in remarks
by the anchorperson or reporter on the scope of poverty nationwide, Conversely, an
account of the legislative struggle over budgetary cuts in social welfare might include
2 brief scene of children in a day care center scheduted o shut down as a result of
the funding cuts.

VFor details, see Shanto Iyengar, Is Anyone Responsitle? How Television Frames Political
Iisues (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991).

HFor details, see Iyengar, 1991,
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Figure 7.1 Bush's Approval Rating: Approval of Persian Gulf, Economic and Overall Performance

(December 1990 to March 1991),

Source: Shanto Iyengar and Adam Simon, *News Coverage of the Gulf C-isis and Public < Opinion: A Survey of Effects.” Paper
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"*For a review of message-related research, see Richard Perty and John Cacioppo, Az-
titudes and Persuasion — Classic and Contemporary Approaches (Dubuquee, Iowa: William
C. Brown, 1981).

1®See William J. McGuire, “Personality and Suscepdbility to Social Influence,” in
E. F. Borgatta and W. W, Lambert, eds., Handbook of Fersonality Theory and Research
{New York: Rand-McNally, 1968).
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University Press, 1992).
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