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Figure 8.1 Trends in Voter Intentions over the Course of Presidental Campaigns.

Source: Andrew Gelman and Gary King,
presented ac Midwest Political Science

Yor

“Why Do Presidential Election Polls Vary So Much When the Vote Is So Predictable?” Paper
Association Meetings, Chicago, April 1992,
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{New Haven: Yale University Press, 1980).

YR



o g ol Wladl y e M Gt U1 a0 mg oS!y M

slawill 3

o el B o s el S e ay O O e A ey
oy o Vg ok Sk Yy ddle 5,40 g et e a4 L el i
S Oy 2y ey Sy Wby, p S o bt Y S e o g g
wmwdg,&boﬁ.wu,bur»,wbjiﬁw@‘}xrﬁ”gu.u)
ey FEE I WE S IN TR r,.L.Jl J.a...-'. 5 2 3 A0/ 40
{J ) 4V diw &l ) dled) LLoyd Bensten (A g gLt s L:-L-'-’ R AeRA
o boosley ODpstl ey AV el e e et Y] e S
N e 8 sy b o] R S Bl y Bty O gl Y 01 0 gt
Rz e pll el o3 U Aeie Bl Aad Clden) r Y38 jaen
@ et JL Og ey g pgge VS ginar J] JE Ly ol
By S loei¥l e Jasidl s Jro Uiged 3 obeld 5 i) 3y Ll e pglonnt
Birch 4L 7,21 Joseph Biden Ol Ciujyr g o8 I LU ) O¥esl e gl
Sargent & 5 o ke s Tom Harkin (5 )l 253 «Bob Kerrey $ S oy <Bayh
s N 3 Sy John Connally JU 55 O yx 5 cJack Kemp <SSl y Shriver
o S plamal Sldosl ) gake gk p (San B — Dl gl D 5 ud ST -
M\lep-tpljl';gluevbﬁjépdra}-l a8 Lo Al don a1 Ly
B o e Spen 0 O o Wi ST (T8 0) oot SE B o)
L PRGN o A E e o) L3 VA LY avaele Al

O g M gy 3] g ) gt N 8o aa 3 en sl e ) pgrel T ) gl 2ol ef
dasdl g ol ﬂJgunﬁmumv;‘d’ﬂa,iauwuaw,mu,m
guuUJ;(,L,_.)JQLM,(,LJ)@Jtoytfﬁ;uub)\w;u,,fum)um
.(IZ)WJufw)lg\fﬁui‘,ggﬂ‘j\r\"lﬁa—oab
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“In local elecdons the picture is quite different. Because media markets are much
larger than city council, school board, and state legislative districts, candidates in
these races often spend little on television and radio ads. Candidates for the California
assembly; for instance, spent around 8 to 10 percent of their campaign budgets on
radio and television throughout the 1980s. The biggest communications expenditures
in such races are for handbills 2nd direct mailings. See Califarnia Commission on
Campaign Finance, The New Gold Rush: Financing California’s Legislative Campaigns
{Los Angeles: Committee for Responsive Government, 1987},
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Figure 8.2 The Reladonship Between Campaign Expenditures and
Votes: Spending and Vote Shares in 1990 House Races.

Sowrce: Compiled by authors from Federal Election Commission, Reports on Financial Actrvity
19891990 (Washingron, D.C.: EE.C., 1991).
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*There is some controversy over the extent of incumbents' campaign finance advan-
tages. While the figures presented here are indispurable, early estimates found that
the bang for the buck for incumbents was zero while the bang for the buck for chal-
lengers was positive. (See Gary Jacobson, “Money and Votes Reconsidered,” Pubiic
Chorce 47 (1985): 7-61.) Subsequent sratistical work has corrected various problems

and found that spending for both incumbents and challengers affects the vote and
that the marginal effect of each is similar. The question is far fram settled, however.
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35 Esgmates of the marginal cost of raising money give incumbents a 3:1 advaatage.

See Stephen Ansolabehere, © “Winning Is Easy, but It Sure Ain’t Cheap” {Los Angeles:
~enter for American Politics and Public Policy, University of California, 1990).
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