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CHAPTER THE THIRD. 
THE SAXONS—THE HEPTARCHY.

IN obedience to custom, the etymologists have been busy with 
the word Saxon, which they have derived from seax, a sword, 
and we are left to draw the inference that the Saxons were 
very sharp blades; a presumption that is fully sustained by 
their fierce and warlike character. Their chief weapons were 
a battleaxe and a hammer, in the use of which they were so 
adroit that they could always hit the right nail upon the head, 
when occasion required. Their shipping had been formerly ex-
ceedingly crazy, and indeed the crews must have been crazy to 
have trusted themselves in such fragile vessels. 
The bottoms of the boats were of very light timber, and the 
sides consisted of wicker, so that the fleet must have combined 
the strength of the washing-tub with the elegant lightness of the 
clothes’ basket. Like their neighbours the wise men of Gotham, 
or Gotha, who went to sea in a bowl, the Saxons had not scrupled 
to commit themselves to the mercy of the waves, in these unsub-
stantial cockle-shells. The boatbuilders, however, soon took rapid 
strides, and improved their craft by mechanical cunning.
Another fog now comes over the historian, but the gas of 
sagacity is very useful in dispelling the clouds of obscurity.
 It is said that Hengist gave an evening party to Vortigern, who 
fell in love with Bowena, the daughter of his host—a sad flirt, 
who, throwing herself on her knee, presented the wine-cup to 
the king, wishing him, in a neat speech, all health and happiness. 
Vortigern’s head was completely turned by the beauty of Miss 
Bowena Hengist, and the strength of the beverage she had so 
bewitchingly offered him.
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A story is also told of a Saxon soirée having been given by Hengist 
to the Britons, to which the host and his countrymen came, with 
short swords or knives concealed in their hose, and at a given 
signal drew their weapons upon their unsuspecting guests. 
Many historians have doubted this dreadful tale, and it certainly is 
scarcely credible that the Saxons should have been able to conceal 
in their stockings the short swords or carving-knives, which must 
have been very inconvenient to their calves. Stonehenge is the 
place at which this cruel act of the hard-hearted and stony Hengist 
is reported to have occurred; and as antiquarians are always more 
particular about dates when they are most likely to be wrong, the 
1st of May has been fixed upon as the very day on which this 
horrible réunion was given. It has been alleged, that Vortigern, in 
order to marry Bowena, settled Kent upon Hengist; but it is much 
more probable that Hengist settled himself upon Kent without the 
intervention of any formality,It is certain that he became King 
of the County, to which he affixed Middlesex, Essex, and a 
part of Surrey; so that, as sovereigns went in those early days, 
he could scarcely be called a petty potentate. The success of 
Hengist induced several of his countrymen, after his death, to 
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attempt to walk in his shoes; but it has been well and wisely 
said, that in following the footsteps of a great man an equally 
capacious understanding is requisite.
The Saxons who tried this experiment were divided into Saxons 
proper, Angles, and Jutes, who all passed under the common 
appellation of Angles and Saxons,The word Angles was pecu-
liarly appropriate to a people so naturally sharp, and the whole 
science of mathematics can give us no angles so acute as those 
who figured in the early pages of our history.
In the year 447, Ella the Saxon landed in Sussex with his three 
sons, and drove the Britons into a forest one hundred and twenty 
miles long and thirty broad, according to the old writers, but in 
our opinion just about as broad as it was long, for otherwise there 
could have been no room for it in the place where the old writers 
have planted it. Ella, however, succeeded in clutching a very re-
spectable slice, which was called the kingdom of South Saxony, 
which included Surrey, Sussex, and the New Forest; while anoth-
er invading firm, under the title of Cerdic and Son, started a small 
vanquishing business in the West, and by conquering Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight, founded the kingdom of Wessex. Cerdic 
was considerably harassed by King Arthur of fabulous fame, 
whose valour is reported to have been such, that he fought twelve 
battles with the Saxons, and was three times married. His first and 
third wives were carried away from him, but on the principle that 
no news is good news, the historians tell us that as there are no 
records of his second consort, his alliance with her may perhaps 
have been a happy one. The third and last of his spouses ran off 
with his nephew Mordred, and the enraged monarch having met 
his ungrateful kinsman in battle, they engaged each other with 
such fury, that, like the Kilkenny cats, they slew one another.
About the year 527, Greenwine landed on the Essex flats, which 
he had no trouble in reducing, for he found them already on a 
very low level. In 547, Ida, with a host of Angles, began fishing 
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for dominion off Flamborough head, where he effected a landing. 
He however settled on a small wild space between the Tyne and 
the Tees, a tiny possession, in which he was much teased by the 
beasts of the forest, for the place having been abandoned, Nature 
had established a Zoological Society of her own in this 
locality. The kingdom thus formed was called Bernicia, and as the
 place was full of wild animals, it is not improbable that the British 
Lion may have originally come from the place alluded to.
Ella, another Saxon prince, defeated Lancashire and York,taking the 
name of King of the Deiri, and causing the inhabitants to lick the 
dust, which was the only way they could find of repaying the licking 
they had received from their conqueror. Ethelred, the grandson 
of Ida, having married the daughter of Ella, began to cement the 
union in the old-established way, by robbing his wife’s relations 
of all their property,He seized on the kingdom of his brother-in-
law, and added it to his own, uniting the petty monarchies of Deiri
 and Bemicia into the single sovereignty of Northumberland.

Such were the several kingdoms which formed the Heptarchy. 
Arithmeticians will probably tell us that seven into one will 
never go; but into one the seven did eventually go by a process 
that will be shown in the ensuing chapter
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