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Abstract

This study deals with the artistic prose in the Syrian territories and
Egypt during the era of the Zankids and the Ayyoubids. It consists of

an introduction and four chapters.

In the introduction, I tried to reveal the aspects of the political, the
social, the intellectual and literary life, since that would throw light on

the prevailing conditions during that era..

In the first chapter, I stated that the prose of the period was in
parallel with the political events. The prose-writers depicted seditions
and internal struggles, but they urged the rulers to unite and incited

people to partake in Jihad.

The prose of those times did not lay after poetry in this field as
claimed by some writers, since it dealt with the topics of Jihad more
than any previous prose, due to the Jong conflict between Moslems

and the Crusaders.

In the second chapter, I discussed the topics of prose: the social and
the individual. The prose - writers of the age depicted all aspect of life
both in the Moslem and Frankish societies. They wrote laudatory,
satirical, elegical, love, wine and descriptive prose. In addition, they
did write friendly letters, and expressed their feelings towards old age;
they complained in their prose and wrote witty and novel prose as

well.

In the third chapter, I offered a survey of the artistic elements in the

¥4



different subjects of the contemporaneous prose.This included oration
epistle, narrative prose, dreams. biographies and rhythmatic prose . [

also discussed the prose of books written in different subjects.

In the fourth chapter, I discussed the literary criticism related to that
prose. I found out that literary critics maintained the original forms of
Arabic and [stamic norms. Doing this, [ discussed in a concise manner the
most important critical books especially those written by Usama ibn

Mungqith, Diya' al-Din ibn al -Athir and ibn Abi' al - Isba' al-Masri.

Then 1 pointed out that there were three main styles in the prose of
that age: the rhetoric and ornamental, the medium (neither ornamental
nor free), and free style . The free style was used by certain writers in
their books, writings and narratives. This applies to the writings of
Usama ibn Munqith in most of his books, Ibn Jubair in most of the
pages of his journey, and Abdullatif al -Baghdadi in his book "Al -
[fada wal "Itibar”,

After that, I explained the views of modern writers in this prose,
and found out that they concentrated their studics on certain types
written by certain authors. They therefore spoke of mannerism,
affection and ornamentation, thus ignoring the medium and free styles.
Their judgments were therefore rather biased and not objective. In

addition, the successors trod the path of the predecessors.

In this my study ,I tried to offer a rather new and objective view of

the prose of that age .
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