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Table 141 Elements of focus groups

Format: Group session

Size: 8-12 per session; but invite twice as many

Length: 1.5 to 2 hours

Number of sessions: Enough to cover the topic or the demographics involved
Participants: Have similar characteristics in each group

Forms of data: Conversation, silences, words and issues, body language

Data collection: Audio or videotape, later transcribed; observation and notes by a

person who is not the moderator
Moderator: Flexible but focused; uses guide that covers topics of interest

Formats for reporting results: ~ Selected quotations- verbatim accounts; analysis of common
themes
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