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Table 15.1 Pluralist and hegemonic perspectives on media and power

Pluralist perspective Hegemonic perspective
Society is a complex set of competing Media are part of a powerful ideological
groups and interests, none of them apparatus within the class relationship of
predominant all the time, in which capitalist society. Socialist societies

manage the media more closely but the

alignments shift from issue to issue and . X o .
hegemonic relationship still applies.

from time to time.

Media organizations are bounded The media control much of the means of

organizational systems, enjoying an mental production, as their ownership is

important degree of autonomy from the over whelmingly in the private domain and

state, political parties and institutionalized s part of large-scale capitalist enterprise.

pressure groups. They are controlled by people whose
ideological dispositions are soundly
conservative.

An autonomous managerial elite exists who ~ Generally, the media reproduce their

allow a considerable degree of flexibility to ~ pictures of events within the field of
media professionals. meanings of the dominant ideology.
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Table 15.2 Conceptions of information

Information as a commodity Informed citizen

In asecond enclosure, individuals or The community owns knowledge, while
corporations take knowledge- which is authors are granted temporary rights to
owned by the commu- nity- privatize itand ~ make money from their creations-
close it off temporary copyright or patent

All ideas are a resource and are [deas are free
commodities

Private ownership, individual or corporate  Public domain, information commons,
creative commons
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Table 15.3 Different dimensions of structures and organizations
Persuasion and government Public sphere and Counter-culture and prmest

governance

E-participation, civic
] ] engagement, e-democracy ] .
information warfare and  (symmetrical communication) Jamming, activism

perception management
(asymmetrical
communication)

Privatization and ) Public service broadcasting Independent media and contra
monpolization of media; flows
dominant flows

E-governmem, propaganda, Culturejamming, political

Controlling digital Protecting digital personae/ Hacktivism
personae/ identities identities privacy)

(corporate and

governmental

management)
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Table 15.4 Broad differences between centralization and decentralization

Centralization Decentralization

Corporate creation of media content Co-creation of media content

Uniformity of news agencies and news aggre-  Diversity of indigenous and local news media
gator media content content

Standardization of language in media Diversity of ethnicity and languages in media
content content

Censorship of media Freedom of the press and human rights
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Table 15.5 Audiences as markets and publics

Audiences as commodities Audiences as a public

Syndicated and surveyed audiences- Cultural democracy -diverse audiences

A2/M2 anywhere and anytime repres- ented by virtue of citizenship

measurement of audiences that can pay

Audience preferences formedia Audience preferences elaborated upon by

determined by estimates of exposure to the audience itself

media

Stable identifiable audiences Mobile, fractionated and anonymous
audiences

Audiences intruded upon Liberated, expressive and media-liminal
audiences
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