
 

vii 

CONTENTS 

 
Foreword                        v 
Translator’s Note                      x 
Author’s Preface to the Second Edition                 xiii 

CHAPTER ONE 

THE STATUS OF THE SUNNAH IN ISLAM       
General characteristics of the Sunnah      1 

A comprehensive pattern       2 
A balanced method       2 
An integrative way       4 
A realistic method          6 
A way made easy        8 

The Muslims’ duty to the Sunnah    10 
Warning against three evils     12 

Principles for the application of the Sunnah   18 
1: Verifying the firmness of the Sunnah   18 
2: Proficiency in understanding the Sunnah   19 
3: The text safe from contradiction by what is stronger 20 
The source of both legislation and guidance  21 
A defence of fabricated hadiths refuted   23 
Rejection of the ‰aˆ‚ˆ equal to acceptance of the fabricated   25 
The doubts of the old enemies of the Sunnah  26 
The doubts of new enemies of the Sunnah   28 
Being content with the guidance of the Qur’an  29 
Rejection of hadiths because of miscomprehension  30 

CHAPTER TWO 

THE SUNNAH AS A SOURCE  FOR JURISPRUDENCE AND PREACHING  
In jurisprudence and legislation     41 

All jurists refer to the sunnah     45 
The necessity of linking hadith and fiqh    46 
The duty of scholarly revision of the legacy of fiqh   51 

In preaching and guidance      54 
Preparation before presenting a hadith as evidence   62 
The defects of many admonishers     63 
The fatwa of Ibn ™ajar al-Haytham‚    65 

       Narrating weak hadiths in targh‚b and tarh‚b    66 

o b e i k a n d l . c o  m



 

viii 

Some important realities      70 
1:  Rejection of weak hadiths even on targh‚b and tarh‚b  70 
2:  Non-adherence to the conditions of the majority    72 
3:  Prohibition of narrating in a style of certainty   72 
4:  The sufficiency of the ‰aˆ‚ˆ and the ˆasan   73 
5:  Warning against unbalancing order among the deeds  74 
6:   A weak hadith cannot itself establish an injunction  75 
7:   Two complementary conditions for weak hadith    79 

A wise preacher does not transmit what is unclear to people      82 
Hadith: that every age is worse than what preceded it  84 

CHAPTER THREE 

PRINCIPLES FOR CORRECT UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUNNAH  
Understanding in the light of the Qur’an     91 

Preferring what is in the light of the Qur’an     92 
Care in claiming contradiction of the Qur’an    99 

       Gathering relevant hadiths on a subject together  103 
Hadith: wearing the iz~r long    103 
The hadith in al-Bukh~r‚ on the censure of tillage  109  

Reconciling differing hadiths or preference between them 113 
Reconciling has priority over preference   113 
Hadiths on women visiting the graves    115 
Hadiths on al-`azl (coitus interruptus)    117 
Abrogation in the hadith      121 

Understanding causes, associations, and objectives   124 
Hadith: “You know better the affairs of your worldly life” 126 
Hadith: “I am quit of any Muslim”    127 
The woman’s traveling with a maˆram    129 
The leaders are from the Quraysh     130 
The method of the Companions and Successors  130 
Texts based on a usage that changed later    132 

Distinguishing changeable means and stable ends  139 
“The weight of Makkah” and “the measure of Madinah”  144 
Sighting the crescent to establish the month   145 

Distinguishing between literal and figurative    155 
The figurative in hadiths conveying injunctions  163 
The danger of closing the door to the figurative  166 
Against latitude in leaving the literal meaning   169 
Ibn Taymiyyah’s rejection of the figurative    172 

o b e i k a n d l . c o  m



 

ix 

Distinguishing the Unseen and the Visible    173 
Adopting the lexical meanings of the words    179 

Caution against reading current terms into old texts  179 
Two words: ta‰w‚r and naˆt     181 
Precaution in commenting on individual words or sentences 182 

EPILOGUE        184 

NOTES       187 

INDEX        205 

o b e i k a n d l . c o  m




