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The Fatimid foundations in Libyan cities:
Ajdabiya, zuweila, Sirte An Archaeological and
Architectural study

Prof. Magdy Abd-Algwad Elwan Osman*®
Abstract:

After the completion of the Fatimid State in Tunisia (Africa), the
three Libyan cities: Ajdabiya, zuweila, sirte-were Awarded a
major importance,the Fatimids presence was reflected in these
cities,so the hysical manifestations, by repeating their attempts to
invade Egypt — they made the most of the cities of Libya
belonging to them, these three cities were used as stations for
them, and then they made it military fortifications, like
Ajdabiya, where they built palaces and buildings.

On the other hand won three Libyan cities in question on the
great importance of foreign scientific missions especially Italian-
besides the interest of Libyan Antiquities and Islamic monuments
attention in the field of archaeological excavations, which started
in three cities, when the Libyan department of antiquities
discovered the foundations of Ajdabiya in year of 1952, the
results of this excavations were published in the journal of
Libyan antiquities in the first issue in 1964.

Another archaeological activity was the followed the ex-step,it
was held in Sirte city in 1960, under the supervision of Professor
Mohamed Mustafa, which revealed remains of Fatimid
foundations, another recent work also revealed in 1963, under the
supervision of Professor Abdel Hamid Abdel-said, remnants of
the fence and the three portals, and the Mosque, as well as a large
number of pieces of pottery and ceramic, together with Fatimid
stone slabs on Kufic inscriptions

* Professor of Islamic Architecture-Head of the department of Archaeology- Assiut
University d_magdygwady@yahoo.com
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On the other hand another excavations revealed by the Libyan
studies society in conjunction with the Libyan antiquities in
1971-1981 — many remains in the old city Sirt: walls and
fortifications and Congregational mosque were discovered.

In zuweila city, a contemporaneous excavations trapping
Ajdabiya, which revealed remnants of the Mosque and the
Castle, and erected them to the fourth century A.H, tenth century
A.D.

In a comprehensive archaeological survey,Libyan archaeological
department — revealed excavations conducted by: Anthony hut,
and published their work titled "survey of archaeological sites in
Libya" (London, 1971, 1972) — about having three cities built in
Fatimid period, distributed as follows:-Ajdabiya (fortified Palace
and mosque), Sirte (Mosque), zuweila (Mosque and Fortress).

No independent scientific study of all this monuments was held
before, this research will examine this in an architectural,
comparative and analysis study, we are exposed to the correct
date and architectural styles and origins of these monuments , the
search will provide a large number of engineering sections and
plans, and also many of photographs.

Key words:

Fatimids -Mosque-Palace- Ajdabiya- Zuwila , zuweila - sirte —
Excavation- Madinat Sultan.
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