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Reciprocal Teaching, Reading Comprehension and Attitudes
towards Reading of Dependent and independent Secondary School
Students: An Experimental Study

Abstract:

This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of reciprocal teaching
in developing reading comprehension and attitudes towards reading among
dependent and independent second year secondary school students at Al
Azhar Institutes. To meet this end, a list of reading comprehension skills
suitable to second year Al Azhar secondary school students, a reading
comprehension test, and an attitudes towards reading scale were prepared.
Moreover, a Teachers’ manual was designed to teach some reading topics
assigned for second year Al Azhar secondary school students using
reciprocal teaching strategy. Sixty-eight students have participated in the
study in two groups, experimental and control. The treatment lasted for five
weeks. The results of the study revealed that there was a statistically
significant difference between the mean scores attained by the experimental
group and those of the control group in the posttest of reading
comprehension as well as attitudes towards reading in favor of the
experimental group students. The study concluded with a list of reading
comprehension skills and provided a number of recommendations and
suggestions for further research.
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Key words : Reading Comprehension Skills, Attitudes towards
Reading, Reciprocal Teaching, Cognitive Style, (dependence and
independence of cognition domain)
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