High

Mid

Low

High

Mid

Low

3. The Centering Vowels

(5 Vowels)
Front Central Back
/i/ /a/
fear m\ soor fpuote/
o) ——| h A
fair  /fear/ f \
jas | 1T~
far /fas(r)/ @ur /f3(r)/
4. Triphthongs (6 Vowels)
(Gliding centering vowels)
Front Central Back
/i/ /a/
seer /siya(r)/ doer /duws(r)/
/el ) /o/
layer /leyaa)/ lower /lows(r)/
/a/ />/
fire /fays(r)/ lawyer /loys(r)/
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Transcription of Arabic Sounds
The transcription symbols used in this study follow the IPA
conventions. Following is a list of these symbols.

Symbol Description

2} Voiceless glottal stop 5
[b] Voiced bilabial stop -
[t] Voiceless alveolar stop <
[6] Voiceless interdental fricative <&
[dz] Voiced palatal affricate a
[h] Voiceless pharyngeal fricative d
[x] Voiceless velar fricative t
[d] Voiced alveolar stop 5
[d] Voiced interdental fricative 5
[r] Voiced alveolar trill )
[2] Voiced alveolar fricative 5
[s] Voiceless alveolar fricative -
[S] Voiceless palato-alveolar fricative &
Is] Voiceless alveolar emphatic fricative i
[d] Voiced alveolar emphatic stop o
[t] Voiceless alveolar emphatic stop b
[d] Voiced interdental emphatic fricative b
[s] Voiced pharyngeal fricative ¢
[e] Voiced uvular fricative ¢
[f] Voiceless labiodental fricative 2
[a] Voiceless uvular stop ]
k] Voiceless velar stop 3
i Voiced lateral fricative J
[m] Voiced bilabial nasal '
[n] Voiced alveolar nasal o
[h] Voiceless glottal fricative —A
[w] Voiced bilabial semi-vowel 3
Iyl Voiced palatal semi-vowel ¢
li] Short high front unrounded vowel $
[i]: Long high front unrounded vowel ¢
[a] Short low central unrounded vowel

[a]: Long low central unrounded vowel

[u] Short high back rounded vowel 3
[u]: Long high back rounded vowel 3
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EXERCISES
The Vowels

I- The simple vowels

1- Mention the differences between the vowels in these
pairs of words:

/keet/ /sit/ /sin/ /6in/ /did/ /fut/
{a/kot/ /set/ /s@n/ /0en/ /dan/ /pot/
2- Give a full description of the following vowels
[e - 2 - 3 - > - i]
3- Transcribe the following Arabic words:
Caly dai Al g
II- Complex Vowels
1- What are the glides that come in these vowels?
try — allow - play - feel - home.
2- Transcribe the following words:
Staff - heat - fate - high - how - go - enjoy - zoo
Centering vowels
1- Transcribe the following words:
fair fear there tore tour
2- Describe the vowels in the following words:
Feel fail chain fool stone

Fear fair chain tour store

46



Triphthongs

Transcribe the following words:

Seer slayer lawyer tower
Sawyer slower fire lower
Exercises
Exercise I:

Give a phonemic transcription of the following words:
Goodness- baker- repressed- anticipate
Witnesses- impossible- houses- horses- typical- voyage.
Exercise II:

Give the plural of these words, and transcribe both
singular and plural:

Foot man wife child crisis
Bandage rose baker drink tree
Exercise III:
Give the past tense of these verbs and transcribe their
present, past and past participle:
| Bend drink dig rise bleed
Sing spend hit stop stand
Exercise IV:
Transcribe the following sentences:
1- They were absent yesterday.
2- He was captain of the team.

3- He has read a new book.
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Exercise V:
1- Give the phonemic symbols for these words:
e = il — sl ) — Y — lsS
Ulei = aaom— s — el = 2L,
2- Give the phonemic symbols for these words:
Write speak run believe  pour
Describe sight read rear bird.
3- Transcribe these Arabic sentences:
il & pd b Ll i
4 i LS aal

ol iy of wila

4- A Lesson in faith

A foolish young fellow once astonished an old clergyman
by boasting that he did not believe in anything he could not
see and understand.

“Do you believe there is such a country as France?”
enquired the clergyman. “Yes,” he said,” because , though I
have never seen it, I know people who have.” “ Then you refuse
to believe in anything that you or others haven’t seen? “ Most
certainly,” said the youth.

“Did you ever see your own brains?” of course not.” Do
you know anybody who has seen them?” “ No.” “ Do you think
you have got any?” The young man had to acknowledge
himself fairly caught.

S- Caught

A beggar, who had tried many ways for increasing his
finances, at last hit on the plan of pretending to be dumb. A
gentleman who was passing by knew the beggar by sight, and
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going up to him, suddenly asked, “ How long have you been
dumb?” The beggar was taken unawares, and quite forgot
about his decision not to speak, and answered quickly, “ Ever
since I was a baby.”

6- The king’s secret

A certain king was once preparing to make war against an
enemy, but no one knew who that enemy was. Very naturally
all his subjects wondered, but none of them dared to ask.

One day, however, a favored courtier, finding himself alone
with the king, ventured to ask what nation the king was
intending to lead them against. “Can you keep a secret?”
enquired the king. “ Certainly, your majesty,” the man replied.
“And so can I,” said the king; and that is all he told him.

Phonetic Texts

4.3 lésn in fép
3 'fu:lis jan felou | wans as'tonift an 'ould 'kla:d3im an |
bai 'boustin dat i: 'didnt bi'li:v in eni@in Ai: kudnt 'si: and
andaistend.

“tdju: billi:v deaz s At] 3 'kantri 3z 'fra:ns?’ in kwaiad 83
kla:dziman. ‘ljes,” hi: ;sed, ‘bitkoz, 1dou aiv 'neva 'si:n it, ai
'nou pi:pl u: '@v.’ “1den ju: ri'fju:z ta bi'li:v in 'eni'anidin dat
ju: 2:r 'Adaz 'havnt 'si:n?’

‘moust 'sa:tnli’, sed da ju:6. ‘did ju: 'evs 'si: jo:r 'oun
'breinz?’ ‘av 'ka:s not.” ‘'dju: 'nou 'enibodi Au: 'haz si:n dam?’
‘nou.’ ‘diu: '6ingk ju:v 'got eni?’

03 'jan 'man 'had tu ak'n>slidz Aim;self 'feali 1ko:t.
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5.1k>:t

9 'begd | hu: ad 'triad 'meni 'weiz | far in 'kri:sin hiz
fi'lnaensiz!, at 'la:st Thit on 0a 'plaen | av pri'tendin te bi 'dam.
9 'd3entiman hu: waz 'pa:sin 'bai | 'nju: da 1begas bai 'sait, and
1goin 'Ap tu im, 1sadnli 'a:skt, ‘Thau [>n av ju: bin 'dAm?’ 8o
begs waz 'teikn Ana'weaz, and 'kwait fa'got abaut Aiz dilsizn
not ta spi:k, and 'a:nsad 'kwikli ‘Teva 1sins ai waz a 'beibi.’

6. 3 'kinz 1si:krit

9 'sa:tn 'kin | waz wans pri'pearin ta meik 'wd:r 1a1genst2
an 'enimi, bat 'nouwan 'nju: | thu: dat lenimi 'wiz. veri
naetfali | 12:1 hiz 1sAbdzikts 'wandad, bat 'nAn av dam 'dead tu

ta:sk.

'wan ‘'dei, hau,eva, @ 'feivad 'ka:tja | 'faindin himself
alloun wid s 'kin, 'ventfad tu 'a:sk | 'wot 'neifn 03 kin wez
in'tendin to 'li:d dam a:genst?2 “kaen ju: ;ki:p o 'si:kirt?,’
inkwaiad 83 'kin. ‘1sa:tnli, j>: ymaedzisti,” 8 maen riplaid. ‘an
1sou kan iai,” sed ®s 'kin, and 'daets 2:| Ai: 1tould im.

A Phonemic Text (American School)

3 fu'wlis yan fellow w'ans astonist an owld kla'(r) jiman
bay 'bowstin dat iy didnt bili'yv in e'nigin hiy ku'dnt stiy and
anda(r)ste'nd. '

“dyu'w bililyv dea(r)z sats 3 k'antri az frans?” in kwaya(r)d
B9 klai(r)jiman. “yles,’ hiy sled,” “bika1z, dow ayv nleva(r) s'iyn
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it, ay nlow piyp] uw ha'v.” “den yuw rifyu'wz ts hilitv in
leniyn@in dat yy'w dar '9d3(r)z ha'vnt silyn?”

“mowst sa':tnli,” sed 03 yu'w8. “did yuw elva(r) sily yua(r)
o'wn brelynz?’ “av kd'a(r)s not.” ‘dy'uw no'w e'nibadi huw
ha'z siyn 0am?” “'now.’ ‘dyuw 0'igk yuwv g'ot eni?”

03 yu'n ma'n ha'd tu akn'slij himIself fea(r)li ka'wt.
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