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SNOW WHITE

Once upon a time, long, long ago, a king and a queen
ruled a far away country. They were rich, and their kingdom
was peaceful. They loved each other, and they were happy
except for one thing; they had no children.

The king and queen prayed God to grant them a child,
and at last their prayers were answered. The queen got
pregnant, and their happiness knew no bounds.

One wintry day, the queen was walking in the nearby
forest. The ground was covered with snow, and the trees were
bare and black. A thom pricked the queen's finger, and a drop
of blood fell on the ground. The queen looked at the red blood,
the white snow, and the black trees, and said to herself, “What
lovely colours! I hope my daughter - if [ get one - will be as
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white as snow, with lips as red as blood, and hair as black as
the trees in winter.”

The queen gave birth to a lovely daughter, and she was
exactly as she wished, so she called her ‘Snow White’.

A few days later, the queen got a fever, and died. The
king loved his little daughter, but when she was one year old,
he married again. The new queen was a very beautiful woman,
but she was haughty, vain and wicked. She had a magic mirror
on the wall of her room. On the first day of every year the
magic mirror could answer any question. On that day, the
queen would stand in front of the mirror and say,

“Mirror, mirror on the wall,
Who's the fairest of us all?”
And the mirror would answer back,
“Queen, you are the fairest of them all.”
And she would walk away satisfied.

A few years later the king died, and Snow White was
now under her step- mother’s care. The queen did not like
Snow White, and left her to play with the servants. In fact, it
was Snow White's faithful nanny who taught her reading and
writing and how to behave like a princess.
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The Prisoner of Zenda
By: Anthony Hope

"I WONDER when in the world you're going to do
anything, Rudolf?" said my brother's wife, one morning at
breakfast.

"My dear Rose," I answered," why should I do anything!
My position is a comfortable one. 1 have enough money -or
nearly enough- for my needs (no one ever has quite enough
you know); I enjoy a good social position. I' am brother to
Lord Burlesdon, and brother-in-law to that most charming
lady, his wife. Surely it is enough ! "

"You are nine-and-twenty," she remarked, "and you've
done nothing but . . ."

"Travel about! It is true. Our family doesn't need to do
things."

This remark of mine rather annoyed Rose, for everyone
knows that, pretty as she is herself, her family is hardly of the
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same rank as the Rassendylls. Besides her attractions she
possessed a large fortune, and my brother Robert, Lord
Burlesdon, was wise enough not to mind whether her family
were ancient or not.
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Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare
THE TEMPEST
The Island of Spirits

There was a certain island in the sea, on which there
lived only an old man, whose name was Prospero, and his
daughter Miranda, a very beautiful young lady.

They lived In a cave made out of a rock; it was divided
into several parts, one of which Prospero called his study.
There he kept his books, which chiefly treated of magic; and
the knowledge of this art he found very useful to him. For
being thrown by a strange chance upon this island, which had
been enchanted by a witch called Sycorax, Prospero, by the
power of his art, set free many good spirits that Sycorax had
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shut up in the bodies of large trees, because they had refused
to do her wicked commands. These gentle spirits were ever
obedient to the will of Prospero. Of these Ariel was the chief.

The lively little spirit Ariel had no evil in his nature,
except that he took rather too much pleasure in troubling an
ugly monster called Caliban, whom he hated because he was
the son of his old enemy Sycorax. Prospero had found this
Caliban in the woods, a strange twisted thing far less like a
man than an ape. He took him home to his cave, and taught
him to speak; and Prospero would have been very kind to him,
but the bad nature which Caliban had from his mother
Sycorax, would not let him learn anything good or useful.
Therefor he was employed like a slave, to fetch wood, and do
the most laborious tasks; and Ariel had the duty of forcing him
to these services.
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Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare
Macbeth
THE WITCHES' PROPHECY

When Duncan the Meek reigned king of Scotland, there
lived a great lord called Macbeth. This Macbeth was a near
kinsman to the king, and in great honour at court for his
courage in the wars.

The two Scottish generals, Macbeth and Banquo,
returning victorious from a great battle, were stopped by three
strange figures, like women, except that they had beards, and
their faded skins and wild dress made them look not like any
earthly creatures. Macbeth first addressed them, but they laid
each one her finger upon her skinny lips, for silence: and the
first of them called Macbeth by the name of lord of Glamis.
The general was much surprised to find himself known by
such creatures; but how much more, when the second of them
gave him the name of lord of Cawdor, to which honour he had
no claim! And again the third called to him, "All hail! king that
shalt be hereafter!" Such a prophecy might well surprise him,
for he knew that while the king's sons lived he could not hope
to succeed to the throne. Then turning to Banquo, they
pronounced him, in a sort of riddle, to be Lesser than Macbeth
and greater! not so happy, but much happier! and prophesied
that though he should never reign, yet his sons after him
should be kings in Scotland. They then turned into air and
vanished: by which the generals knew them to be witches.

While they stood thinking on these strange things, there
arrived certain messengers from the king, who were sent by
him to give Macbeth the name and title of Cawdor. An event
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so strangely like the prophecy of the witches filled Macbeth
with wonder, and he stood Surprised, unable to make reply to
the messengers. And in that moment of time swelling hopes
arose in his mind, that the prophecy of the third witch might in
like manner be fulfilled, and that he should one day reign king
in Scotland.

Turning to Banquo, he said, "Do you not hope that your
children shall be kings, when what the witches promised to me
has so wonderfully come to pass?"

"That hope," answered the general, "might move you to
aim at the throne; but often these ministers of darkness tell us
truths in little things, to lead us into evil deeds."

But. the words of the witches had sunk too deep into the
mind of Macbeth to allow him to attend to the warnings of the
good Banquo. From that time he bent all his thoughts on how
to win the throne of Scotland.
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The Invisible Man
By: H. G. Wells
THE STRANGE MAN'S ARRIVAL

THE stranger came early in February, one wintry day,
through a biting wind and a driving snow, the last snowfall of
the year, over the hill, walking from Bramblehurst Railway
Station, and carrying a little black bag in his thickly gloved
hand. He was wrapped up from head to foot, and the brim of
his soft felt hat hid every inch of his face except the shiny
point of his nose; the snow had piled itself against his
shoulders and chest.  He staggered into the "Coach and
Horses" more dead than alive, and threw his bag down. " A
fire, he cried, " in the name of human kindness ! A room and
a fire ! " He stamped and shook the snow from off himself in
the bar, and followed Mrs. Hall into her guest room to make

uad daae Cpall 3o/ \EE Taa il Gudd



his bargain. And with that and a couple of sovereigns thrown
upon the table, he took his room in the inn.

Mrs. Hall lit the fire and left him there while she went to
prepare him a meal with her own hands. A, guest to stop at
Iping in the winter time was an unheard of piece of luck, and
she was determined to show herself worthy of her good
fortune. She put on the bacon, told Millie, the maid, to get
moving, and carried the cloth, plates, and glasses into the
parlour, and began to lay them. Although the fire was burning
up brightly, she was surprised to see that her visitor still wore
his hat and coat, and stood with his back to her staring out of
the window at the falling snow in the yard.

His gloved hands were held behind him, and he seemed
to be lost in thought. She noticed that the melted snow that
still covered his shoulders dripped upon the floor.
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He walked slowly down the road, admiring the sunset.
At baxa Gkl o sl

Friend: I’ve just seen old A. He was having a walk. Couldn’t
take his eyes off the sunset.
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Play: (A walks slowly across stage, admiring sunset)
(Rl Guadll W Dlaels i ga gz jeall e e o ) 1da
Diary: Saw A walking slowly down road. Was admiring
sunset.
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Popular newspaper report: Jack A., 32-year-old father of
three, walked slowly down the road known as the
‘friendly road’ by neighbours. He was just admiring
the sunset when ...
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Poetry: Slowly he went down the road
Eyes only for the setting sun
b diles aie 5 5y phall 8 Lalgta sl s el
Statistic: Roadwalker and sunwatcher, 1
Vel cuadll Gl e g 3okl e il 1diluaal
Politician: My friends, I should like to tell you what I saw the
other night. A man - a mere human being like any of
us — was walking slowly down the road ...
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Psychiatrist: Case history: A, a married man aged thirty-two.
He described an occasion when he walked down a
road. He suddenly found himself very strongly
attracted by the sunset. When asked to describe any
other symptoms ...
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Film publicity: In the most sensational and dramatic story ever
brought to the screen, you will see 4 walk slowly down
the road and admire the sunset. Don’t miss it. It’s the
most brilliant, stupendous, magnificent performance of
his entire acting career.
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Police report: On May the twenty-seventh last, at nine-o-five
(9.05) p.m., observed A4 following the left-hand
pavement for about forty yards in a south-westerly
direction. As he proceeded he raised his eyes to an
elevation of about 30 degrees and seemed, as far as it
was possible to judge, to be gazing at the sun.
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Lawyer: The defendant has been accused of walking along
Redtree Road on the evening of May the twenty-
seventh and at the same time admiring the sunset.
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Headline: MAN WALKS DOWN ROAD: ADMIRES
SUNSET
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Newspaper placard: SENSATION! MAN WALKS DOWN
ROAD
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Slang: This guy was stretching his legs and getting an eyeful
of the sunset.
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(From English Register by Linton Stone)
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Edgar Rice Burroughs (1875 - 1950)
TARZAN OF THE APES
Out to Sea

This story began towards the close of the nineteenth century
during the reign of Queen Victoria. At that time, the British
Empire was at its zenith, and a large part of the huge continent
of Africa was under its dominion. The rest of the continent was
colonised by other European Powers.

A young nobleman called John Clayton, Lord Greystoke,
was sent by the colonial office on a mission to the British
colonies on the West Coast of Africa. He was to investigate the




rumour that another European power was recruiting the natives
to collect, by force, ivory and rubber from the tribes along the
Congo and Aruwimi rivers.

John Clayton was a strong man - mentally, morally and
physically. He was above average height; his eyes were grey,
his features regular and strong. He was still young when he
was entrusted with this important mission in the service of the
Queen, thanks to his past good services. That this would be a
stepping  stone to posts of greater importance and
responsibility, he knew; on the other hand, he had been
married to Alice Rutherford for scarcely three months, and the
thought of taking this fair young girl into the dangers of
tropical Africa dismayed him.

For her sake he would have refused the appointment, but
she would not have it so. Instead she insisted that he accept
and, indeed, take her with him.

On a bright May morning in 1888, Lord and Lady
Greystoke sailed from Dover for Africa. A month later they
arrived at Freetown, where they chartered a small sailing ship,
the Fuwalda, which was to bear them to their destination. And
from that point, Lord and Lady Greystoke vanished from the
sight of the world.

Two months after the Greystokes left Freetown, half a
dozen British warships were combing the south Atlantic for
any trace of them or their ship, and it was almost immediately
that the wreckage ofthe Fuwalda was found upon the shores
of St. Helena.

The officers of the Fuwalda were abunch of bullies, and
like all bullies they cringed before their superiors, and trod on
their inferiors. They hated their crew and their crew
reciprocated to the full their hatred. The captain was a brute in
his treatment of his men. So it was that, from the second day
out from Freetown, Lord Greystoke and his young wife
witnessed distressing scenes upon the deck of the Fuwalda. It
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was on the morning of the second day, while two sailors were
washing down the decks, that the captain stopped to speak
with Lord and Lady Greystoke.

The two sailors were working backwards toward the little
group, who faced away from them. Closer and closer the
sailors came, until one of them was directly behind the captain.
At that instant the officer turned to leave his noble passengers,
and, as he did so, he tripped against the sailor and fell
sprawling upon the deck.

His face red with rage, the captain got to his feet, and with a
mighty blow knocked down the sailor, who was small and
rather old.

The other seaman, however, was a huge bear of a man, with
a fierce, dark moustache, and a great bull neck set between
massive shoulders. As he saw his mate go down he crouched,
and, with a snarl, sprang upon the captain, crushing him to his
knees.

Without getting up, the officer whipped a revolver from his
pocket and fired point-blank at the great bear of a man before
him. But, quick as he was, Lord Greystoke was quicker. He
pushed down the captain’s arm, so that the bullet, which was
aimed at the sailor’s heart, struck him instead in the leg.

The captain was angry with Lord Greystoke, but turned on
his heel and walked away.

The two sailors picked themselves up, the older man helping
his wounded mate to rise. The big fellow, who was known as
Black Michael, turned to Clayton with a word of thanks. He
then limped off toward the sailors’ quarters.

Lord Greystoke talked to the captain and begged him in the
name of humanity to treat his crew mercifully, but the captain,
with an ugly scowl, told him to keep his aristocratic nose out
of what did not concern him.
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A few days later, at mid-afternoon, the little old sailor
whom the captain had knocked down came along deck to
where Lord and Lady Greystoke were watching the ocean.

While he was polishing the ship’s brass, he edged close to
Lord Greystoke and said, in an undertone, “There’s trouble to
come, sir, on this here ship, and mark my word for it, sir. Big
trouble.””

“What do you mean, my good fellow?” asked Lord

Greystoke.

“Why, hasn’t you seen what’s goin’ on? Hasn’t you heard
that the mad captain and his mates has been knockin’ the
bloomin’ lights out of all the crew? Black Michael’s as good
as new again, and he’s not going to stand for it; mark my word
for it, sir.”

“You mean, my man, that the crew is thinking of mutiny?”

“Mutiny!” exclaimed the old fellow. “Mutiny! They means
murder, sir!”

“When?”

“It’s comin’, sir, but I’m not a-sayin’ when, and I’ve said
too much now, but you was a good sort the other day, and I
thought it right to warn you. So when you hear shootin’, git
below and stay there.” And the old fellow went on with his
polishing, which carried him away from where the Greystokes
were standing.

“What are we to do, John?” asked his wife. “If you go to
the captain, he’ll treat them worse than ever, and that might
precipitate matters. Possibly our best chance lies in keeping a
neutral position. If the officers are able to prevent a mutiny, we
have nothing to fear, while if the mutineers are victorious, our
one slim hope lies in not having tried to stop them.”

* Notice the illiterate speech of the sailor.
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“Don’t be alarmed my dear. Mutinies are a thing of the
past. But, although the captain is a stupid brute, it is my duty
to report this to him.”

So saying, he strolled carelessly in the direction of the
captain’s cabin, and a moment later was knocking at his door.

“Come in,” growled the deep tones of that officer.

And when Clayton had entered, and closed the door behind

him.

“Well?”

“I have come to report a conversation I heard today,
because I feel that, while there may be nothing to it, it is as
well that you be forewamed. In short, the men are thinking of
mutiny and murder.”

“It’s a lie!” roared the captain. “And if you have been
interfering again with affairs that don’t concern you, you will
be sorry. I don’t care whether you are an English lord or not.
I’'m captain of this ship, and from now on you keep your nose
out of my business.”
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ALDOUS HUXLEY (1894-1963)
BRAVE NEW WORLD

"Brave New World" is a science fiction novel set in the
7th Century A.F. (After Ford). In the world of the future
the State decides the social class and intellect of every
citizen before birth. Children are born in incubators and
brought wup in communal nurseries where they are
conditioned to accept their social grading. The following
extract describes part of this conditioning process.

Chapter 2

. . The Director and his students stepped into the
nearest lift and were carried up to the fifth floor.
INFANT NURSERIES. NEO-PAVLOVIAN
CONDITIONING ROOMS, announced the notice board.

The Director opened a door. They were in a large bare
room, very bright and sunny; for the whole of the southern
wall was a single window. Half a dozen nurses, trousered and
jacketed in the regulation white linen uniform, their hair
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aseptically hidden under white caps, were engaged in setting
out bowls of roses in a long row across the floor.

The nurses stiffened to attention as the Director came 1n.

"Set out the books," he said curtly.

In silence the nurses obeyed his command. Between the
rose bowls the books were duly set out in a row, and opened
invitingly each at some gaily coloured image of beast or fish or
bird.

"Now bring in the children."

They hurried out of the room and returned in a minute or
two, each pushing a kind of tall dumb-waiter laden, on all its
four wire-netted shelves, with eight-month-old babies, all
exactly alike (a Bokanovsky Group, it was evident) and all
(since their caste was Delta) dressed in khaki.

"Put them down on the floor."

The infants were unloaded.

"Now turn them so that they can see the flowers and
books."

Turned, the babies at once fell silent, then began to
crawl towards those clusters of colours, those shapes so gay
and brilliant on the white pages. As they approached, the sun
came out of a momentary eclipse behind a cloud. The roses
flamed up as though with a sudden passion from within.

From the ranks of the crawling babies came little
squeals of excitement, gurgles and twitterings of pleasure.

The Director rubbed his hands. "Excellent!" he said. "It
might almost have been done on purpose."

The swiftest crawlers were already at their goal. Small
hands reached out uncertainly, touched, grasped, unpetalling
the roses, crumpling the pages of the books. The Director
waited until all were happily busy. Then, "Watch carefully," he
said. And, lifting his hand, he gave the signal.

The Head Nurse, who was standing by a switchboard at
the other end of the room, pressed down a little lever.
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There was a violent explosion. Shriller and ever shriller,
a siren shrieked. Alarm bells maddeningly sounded.

The children started, screamed; their faces were
distorted with terror.

"And now," the Director shouted (for the noise was
deafening). "now we proceed to rub in the lesson with a mild
electric shock."

He waved his hand again, and the Head Nurse pressed a
second lever. The screaming of the babies suddenly changed
its tone. There was something desperate, almost insane, about
the sharp yelps to which they now gave utterance. Their little
bodies twitched and stiffened; their limbs moved jerkily as if
to the tug of unseen wires.

"We can electrify that whole strip of floor," bawled the
Director in explanation. "But that's enough," he signalled to
the nurse.

The explosions ceased, the bells stopped ringing, the
shriek of the siren died down from tone to tone into silence.
The stiffly twitching bodies relaxed, and what had become the
sob and yelp of infant maniacs changed once more into a
normal howl of ordinary terror.

"Offer them the flowers and the books again."

The nurses obeyed; but at the approach of the roses, at
the mere sight of those gaily-coloured images of pussy and
cock-a-doodle-doo and baa-baa black sheep, the infants shrank
away in horror; the volume of their howling suddenly
increased.

"Observe," said the Director triumphantly, "observe."

Books and loud noises, flowers and electric shocks-
already in the infant mind these couples were compromisingly
linked; and after two hundred repetitions of the same ora
similar lesson would be wedded indissolubly. What man has
joined, nature is powerless to put asunder.




"They'll grow up with what the psychologists used to
call an ‘instinctive' hatred of books and flowers. Reflexes
unalterably conditioned. They'll be safe from books and botany
all their lives." The Director turned to his nurses. "Take them
away again."

Still yelling, the khaki babies were loaded on to their
dumb-waiters and wheeled out, leaving behind them the smell
of sour milk and a most welcome silence.

One of the students held up his hand; and though he
could see quite well why you couldn't have lower-caste people
wasting the Community's time over books, and that there was
always the risk of their reading something which might
undesirably decondition one of their reflexes, yet . . . well, he
couldn't understand about the flowers. Why go to the trouble
of making it psychologically impossible for Deltas to like
flowers!

Patiently the D.H.C. explained. If the children were
made to scream at the sight of a rose, that was on grounds of
high economic policy. Not so very long ago (a century or
thereabouts), Gammas, Deltas, even Epsilons, had been
conditioned to like flowers - flowers in particular and wild
nature in general. The idea was to make them want to be going
out into the country at every available opportunity, and so
compel them to consume transport.

"And didn't they consume transport!" asked the student.

"quite a lot," the Director replied. "But nothing else."

Primroses and landscapes, he pointed out, have one
grave defect: they are free. A love of nature keeps no factories
busy. It was decided to abolish the love of nature, at any rate
among the lower classes; to abolish the love of nature, but not
the tendency to consume transport. For of course it was
essential that they should keep on going to the country, even
though they hated it. The problem was to find an economically
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sounder reason for consuming transport than a mere affection
for primroses and landscapes. It was duly found.

"We condition the masses to hate the country,"
concluded the Director. "But simultaneously we condition
them to love all country sports. At the same time, we see to it
that all country sports shall need the use of elaborate
apparatus. So that they consume manufactured articles as well
as transport. Hence those electric shocks."

"I see," said the student, and was silent, lost in
admiration.
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A Tale of Two Cities
By: Charles Dickens
Chapter |

THE PERIOD

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was
the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the
spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything
before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct
to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way - in short,
the period was so far like the present period, that some of its
noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or
for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.

There were a king with a large jaw and a queen with a
plain face, on the throne of England; there were a king with a
large jaw and a queen with a fair face, on the throne of France.
In both countries it was clearer than crystal to the lords of the
State preserves of loaves and fishes, that things in general were
settled for ever.

It was the year of Our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-five. Spiritual revelations were conceded to
England at that favoured period, as at this. Mrs. Southcott had
recently attained her five-and-twentieth blessed birthday, of
whom a prophetic private in the Life guards had heralded the
sublime appearance by announcing. that arrangements were
made for the swallowing up of London and Westminster. Even
the Cock-lane ghost had been laid only a round dozen of years,
after rapping out its messages, as the spirits of this very year
last past (supernaturally deficient in originality) rapped out
theirs. Mere messages in the earthly order of events had lately




come to the English Crown and People, from a congress of
British subjects in America : which, strange to relate, have
proved more important to the human race than any
communications yet received through any of the chickens of
the Cock-lane brood.

France, less favoured on the whole as to matters
spiritual than her sister of the shield and trident, rolled with
exceeding smoothness down hill, making paper money and
spending it. Under the guidance of her Christian pastors, she
entertained herself, besides, with such humane achievements
as sentencing a youth to have his hands cut off, his tongue torn
out with pincers, and his body burned alive, because he had
not kneeled down in the rain to do honour to a dirty procession
of monks which passed within his view, at a distance of some
fifty or sixty yards. It is likely enough that, rooted in the
woods of France and Norway, there were growing trees, when
that sufferer was put to death, already marked by the
Woodman, Fate, to come down and be sawn into boards, to
make a certain movable framework with a sack and a knife in
it, terrible in history. It is likely enough that in the rough
outhouses of some tillers of the heavy lands adjacent to Paris,
there were sheltered from the weather that very day, rude carts,
bespattered with rustic mire, snuffed about by pigs, and
roosted in by poultry, which the Farmer Death, had already set
apart to be his tumbrils of the Revolution. But that Woodman
and that Farmer, though they work unceasingly, work silently,
and no one heard them as they went about with muffled tread :
the rather, for as much as to entertain any suspicion that they
were awake, was to be atheistical and traitorous.

In England, there was scarcely an amount of order and
protection to justify much national boasting. Daring burglaries
by armed men, and highway robberies, took place in the
capital itself every night; families were publicly cautioned not
to go out of town without removing their furniture to
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upholsterers' warehouses for security; the highwayman in the
dark was a City tradesman in the light, and, being recognised
and challenged by his fellow-tradesman whom he stopped in
his character of " the Captain," gallantly shot him through the
head and rode away ; the mail was waylaid by seven robbers,
and the guard shot three dead, and then got shot dead himself
by the other four, " in consequence of the failure of his
ammunition : " after which the mail was robbed in peace ; that
magnificent potentate, the Lord Mayor of London, was made
to stand and deliver on Turnham Green, by one highwayman,
who despoiled the illustrious creature in sight of all his retinue;
prisoners in London gaols fought battles with their turnkeys,
and the majesty of the law fired blunderbusses in among them,
loaded with rounds of shot and ball ; thieves snipped off
diamond crosses from the necks of noble lords at Court
drawing-rooms ; musketeers went into St. Giles's, to search for
contraband goods, and the mob fired on the musketeers, and
the musketeers fired on the mob, and nobody thought any of
these occurrences much out of the common way. In the midst
of them the hangman, ever busy and ever worse than useless,
was in constant requisition; now, stringing up long rows of
miscellaneous criminals; now, hanging a housebreaker on
Saturday who had been taken on Tuesday; now, burning
people in the hands at Newgate by the dozen, and now burning
pamphlets at the door of Westminster Hall; to-day, taking the
life of an atrocious murderer, and to-morrow of a wretched
pilferer who had robbed a farmer's boy of sixpence.

All these things, and a thousand like them, came to pass
in and close upon the dear old year one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-five. Environed by them, while the
Woodman and the Farmer worked unheeded, those two of the
large jaws, and those other two of the plain and the fair faces,
trod with stir enough, and carried their divine rights with a
high hand. Thus did the year one thousand seven hundred and
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seventy-five conduct their majesties, and myriads of small
creatures - the creatures of this chronicle among the rest -
along the roads that lay before them.
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Gulliver's Travels
By: Jonathan Swift
Part IV, Chapter V

I assured his honour, that law was a science wherein 1
had not much conversed, further than by employing advocates,
in vain, upon some injustices that had been done me. However,
I would give him all the satisfaction I was able.

I said there was a society of men among us, bred up
from
their youth in the art of proving by words multiplied for the
purpose, that white is black, and black is white, according as
they are paid. To this society all the rest of the people are
slaves.

For example, if my neighbour hath a mind to my cow,
he hireth a lawyer to prove that he ought to have my cow from
me. I must then hire another to defend my right; it being
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against all rules of law that any man should be allowed to
speak for himself. Now in this case, I who am the true owner,
lie under two great disadvantages. First, my lawyer being
practised almost from his cradle in defending falsehood; is
quite out of his element when he would be an advocate for
justice, which as an office unnatural, he always attempts with
great awkwardness, if not with 1ill-will. The second
disadvantage is, that my lawyer must proceed with great
caution: or else, he will be reprimanded by the judges, and
abhorred by his brethren, as one who would lessen the practice
of the law. And therefore, I have but two methods to preserve
my cow. The first is, to gain over my adversary's lawyer with a
double fee; who will then betray his client, by insinuating that
he hath justice on his side. The second way is. for my lawyer
to make my cause appear as unjust as he can; by allowing the
cow to belong to my adversary; and this, if it be skilfully done,
will certainly bespeak the favour of the bench.

Now, your honour is to know, that these judges are
persons appointed to decide all controversies of property, as
well as for the tryal of criminals; and picked out from the
most dextrous lawyers, who are grown old or lazy: and having
been byassed all their lives against truth and equity, lie under
such a fatal necessity of favouring fraud, perjury and
oppression; that [ have known some of them to have refused a
large bribe from the side where justice lay, rather than injure
the faculty, by doing any thing unbecoming their nature or
their office.

It is a maxim among these lawyers, that whatever hath
been done before, may legally be done again: and therefore
they take special care to record all the decisions formerly made
against common justice, and the general reason of mankind.
These, under the name of precedents, they produce as
authorities to justify the most iniquitous opinions; and the
judges never fail of directing accordingly.




In pleading, they studiously avoid entering into the
merits of the cause; but are loud, violent and tedious in
dwelling upon all circumstances which are not to the purpose.
For instance, in the case already mentioned: they never desire
to know what claim or title my adversary hath to my cow; but
whether the said cow were red or black; her horns long or
short ; whether the field I graze her in be round or square;
whether she were milked at home or abroad; what diseases she
1s subject to, and the like. After which, they consult
precedents, adjourn the cause, from time to time, and in ten.
twenty, or thirty years come to an issue.

It is likewise to be observed, that this society hath a
peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no other mortal can
understand, and wherein all their laws are written, which they
take special care to multiply; whereby they have wholly
confounded the very essence of truth and falsehood, of right
and wrong; so that it will take thirty years to decide whether
the field, left me by my ancestors for six generations, belong to
me, or to a stranger three hundred miles off.

In the tryal of persons accused for crimes against the
State, the method is much more short and commendable: the
judge first sends to sound the disposition of those in power;
after which he can easily hang or save the criminal, strictly
preserving all the forms of law.

Here my master interposing, said it was a pity, that
creatures endowed with such prodigious abilities of mind as
these lawyers, by the description I gave of them must certainly
be, were not rather encouraged to be instructors of others in
wisdom and knowledge. In answer to which, I assured his
honour, that in all points out of their own trade, they were
usually the most ignorant and stupid generation among us, the
most despicable in common conversation, avowed enemies to
all knowledge and learning; and equally disposed to pervert
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the general reason of mankind, in every other subject of
discourse, as in that of their own profession.
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Wuthering Heights
By: Emily Bronte

1801 - I have just returned from a visit to my landlord -
the solitary neighbour that I shall be troubled with. This is
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certainly a beautiful country! In all England, I do not believe
that I could have fixed on a situation so completely removed
from the stir of society. A perfect misanthropist's Heaven: and
Mr. Heathcliff and I are such a suitable pair to divide the
desolation between us. A capital fellow! He little imagined
how my heart warmed towards him when I beheld his black
eyes withdraw so suspiciously under their brows, as I rode up,
and when his fingers sheltered themselves, with a jealous
resolution, still further in his waistcoat, as I announced my
name.

"Mr. Heathcliff?" I said.

A nod was the answer.

"Mr. Lockwood your new tenant, sir. Ido myself the
honour of calling as soon as possible after my arrival, to
express the hope that I have not inconvenienced you by my
perseverance in soliciting the occupation of Thrushcross
Grange: | heard yesterday you had had some thoughts ---"

"Thrushcross Grange is my own, sir," he interrupted,
wincing. "I should not allow anyone to inconvenience me if [
could hinder it - walk in!"

The "walk 1n" was uttered with closed teeth, and
expressed the sentiment, "Go to the Deuce" even the gate over
which he leant manifested no sympathising movement to the
words; and I think that circumstance determined me to accept
the invitation: I felt interested in a man who seemed more
exaggeratedly reserved than myself.

When he saw my horse's breast fairly pushing the
barrier, he did pull out his hand to unchain it, and then sullenly
preceded me up the causeway, calling, as we entered the court,
-"Joseph, take Mr. Lockwood's horse; and bring up some
wine."

"Here we have the whole establishment of domestics, I
suppose,” was the reflection, suggested by this compound




order. No wonder the grass grows up between the flags, and
cattle are the only hedge-cutters.

Joseph was an elderly, nay, an old man: very old,
perhaps, though hale and sinewy. "The Lord help us!" he
soliloquised in an undertone of peevish displeasure, while
relieving me of my horse: looking, meantime, in my face so
sourly that I charitably conjectured he must have need of
divine aid to digest his dinner, and his pious ejaculation had no
reference to my unexpected advent.

Wuthering Heights is the name of Mr. Heathcliff's
dwelling. "Wuthering" being a significant provincial adjective,
descriptive of the atmospheric tumult to which its station is
exposed in stormy weather. Pure, bracing ventilation they must
have up there at all times, indeed: one may guess the power of
the north wind blowing over the edge, by the excessive slant of
a few stunted firs at the end of the house; and by a range of
gaunt thorns all stretching their limbs one way, as if craving
alms of the sun. Happily, the architect had foresight to build it
strong: the narrow windows are deeply set in the wall, and the
corners defended with large jutting stones.

Before passing the threshold, I paused to admire a
quantity of grotesque carving lavished over the front, an
especially about the principal door; above which, among a
wilderness of crumbling griffins and shameless little boys, I
detected the date "1500", and the name "Haretone Earnshaw." I
would have made a few comments, and requested a short
history of the place from the surly owner; but his attitude at the
door appeared to demand my speedy entrance, or complete
departure, and I had no desire to aggravate his impatience
previous to inspecting the penetralium.

One step brought us into the family sitting-room,
without any introductory lobby or passage: they call it here
"the house" pre-eminently. It includes kitchen and parlour,
generally: but I believe at Wuthering Heights the kitchen is
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forced to retreat altogether into another quarter: at least |
distinguished a chatter of tongues. and a clatter of culinary
utensils, deep within; and I observed no signs of roasting,
boiling, or baking, about the huge fireplace; nor any glitter of
copper saucepans and tin cullenders on the walls. One end,
indeed, reflected splendidly both light and heat from ranks of
immense pewter dishes, interspersed with silver jugs and
tankards, towering row after row, on a vast oak dresser, to the
very roof. The latter had never been underdrawn: its entire
anatomy lay bare to an inquiring eye, except where a frame of
wood laden with oatcakes and clusters of legs of beef, mutton,
and ham concealed 1t. Above the chimney were sundry
villainous old guns, and a couple of horse-pistols: and, by way
of omament, three gaudily painted canisters disposed along its
ledge. The floor was of smooth, white stone; the chairs, high-
backed. primitive structures, painted green: one or two heavy
black ones lurking in the shade. In an arch under the dresser,
reposed a huge, liver-coloured bitch pointer surrounded by a
swarm of squealing puppies; and other dogs haunted other
recesses.
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Outline of Philosophy
By: Will Durant

Yet critics from Aristotle's day to ours have found in the
Republic many an opening for objection and doubt. "These
things and many others," says the Stagyrite, with cynical
brevity, "have been invented several times over in the course
of ages." It is very pretty to plan a society in which all men
will be brothers; but to extend such a term to all our male
contemporaries is to water out of it all warmth and
significance. So with common property: it would mean a
dilution of responsibility; when everything belongs to
everybody nobody will take care of anything. And finally,
argues the great conservative, communism would fling people
into an intolerable continuity of contact; it would leave no
room for privacy or individuality; and it would presume such
virtues of patience and co-operation as only a saintly minority
possess. "We must neither assume a standard of virtue which is
above ordinary persons, nor an education which is
exceptionally favoured by nature and circumstance; but we
must have regard to the life which the majority can share, and
to the forms of government to which states in general can
attain."

So far Plato's greatest (and most jealous) pupil; and
most of the criticisms of later date strike the same chord. Plato
underrated, we are told, the force of custom accumulated in the
institution of monogamy, and in the moral code attached to
that institution; he underestimated the possessive jealousy of
males in supposing that a man would be content to have
merely an aliquot portion of a wife; he minimized the maternal
instinct in supposing that mothers would agree to have their
children taken from them and brought up in a heartless
anonymity. And above all he forgot that in abolishing the
family he was destroying the great nurse of morals and the
chief source of these co-operative and communistic habits




which would have to be the psychological basis of his state;
with unrivalled eloquence he sawed off the branch on which he
sat.

(Stagirite = from Stagira where Aristotle was born)
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The Comedy of Errors

ACTI

Scene L. - A Hall in the Duke's Palace

Enter DUKE, AEGEON, Gaoler, Officers, and other

Attendants.
AEge. Proceed, Solinus, to procure my fall,

And by the doom of death end woes and all.
Duke. Merchant of Syracusa, plead no more.

I am not partial to infringe our laws:

The enmity and discord which of late

Sprung from the rancorous outrage of your duke

To merchants, our well-dealing countrymen,

Who. wanting guilders to redeem their lives,

Have seal'd his rigorous statutes with their bloods,

Excludes all pity from our threat'ning looks.

For, since the mortal and intestine jars

"Twixt thy seditious countrymen and us.

It hath in solemn synods been decreed,

Both by the Syracusians and ourselves,

T' admit no traffic to our adverse towns:

Nay, more, if any. born at Ephesus

Be seen at Syracusian marts and fairs;

Again, if any Syracusian born

Come to the bay of Ephesus, he dies,

His goods confiscate to the duke's dispose;

Unless a thousand marks be levied,

To quit the penalty and to ransom him.

Thy substance, valu'd at the highest rate,

Cannot amount unto a hundred marks;

Therefore, by law thou art condemn'd to die.
AFEge. Yet this my comfort: when your words are done,




My woes end likewise with the evening sun.

Duke. Well, Syracusian; say, in brief the cause

Why thou departedst from thy native home,
And for what cause thou cam'st to Ephesus.

AEge. A heavier task could not have been impos'd

Than I to speak my griefs unspeakable;

Yet, that the world may witness that my end
Was wrought by nature, not by vile offence,

I'll utter what my sorrow gives me leave.

In Syracusa was [ born, and wed

Unto a woman, happy but for me,

And by me too, had not our hap been bad.

With her [ liv'd in joy: our wealth increas'd

By prosperous voyages | often made

To Epidamnum,; till my factor's death,

And the great care of goods at random left,
Drew me from kind embracements of my spouse:
From whom my absence was not six months old,
Before herself,- almost at fainting under

The pleasing punishment that women bear,-

Had made provision for her following me,

And soon and safe arrived where I was.

There had she not been long but she became

A joyful mother of two goodly sons;

And, which was strange, the one so like the other,
As could not be distinguish'd but by names.

That very hour, and in the self-same inn,

A meaner woman was delivered

Of such a burden, male twins, both alike.
Those,- for their parents were exceeding poor,-

I bought, and brought up to attend my sons.

My wife, not meanly proud of two such boys,
Made daily motions for our home return:
Unwilling I agreed; alas! too soon
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We came aboard.

A league from Epidamnum had we sail'd,
Before the always-wind-obeying deep

Gave any tragic instance of our harm:

But longer did we not retain much hope;

For what obscured light the heavens did grant
Did but convey unto our fearful minds

A doubtful warrant of immediate death;
Which, though myself would gladly have embrac'd,
Yet the incessant weepings of my wife,
Weeping before for what she saw must come,
And piteous plainings of the pretty babes,
That mourn'd for fashion, ignorant what to fear,
Forc'd me to seek delays for them and me.
And this it was, for other means was none:
The sailors sought for safety by our boat,
And left the ship, then sinking-ripe, to us:
My wife, more careful for the latter-born,
Had fasten'd him unto a small spare mast,
Such as seafaring men provide for storms;

To him one of the other twins was bound,
Whilst I had been like heedful of the other.
The children thus dispos'd, my wife and I,
Fixing our eyes on whom our care was fix'd,
Fasten'd ourselves at either end the mast;
And floating straight, obedient to the stream,
Were carried towards Corinth, as we thought.
At length the sun, gazing upon the earth,
Dispers'd those vapours that offended us,
And, by the benefit of his wished light

The seas wax'd calm, and we discovered
Two ships from far making amain to us;

Of Corinth that, of Epidaurus this:

But ere they came.- O! let me say no more;
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Gather the sequel by that went before.
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Miramar
Translated by: Fatima Moussa Mahmoud
Amer Wagdi

Alexandria. At last. Alexandria, Lady of the Dew.
Bloom of white nimbus. Bosom of radiance, wet with sky-
water. Core of nostalgia steeped in honey and tears.

The massive old building confronts me once again. How
could 1 fail to recognize it? I have always known it. And yet it
regards me as if we had shared no past. Walls paintless from
the damp, it commands and dominates the tongue of land,
planted with palms and leafy acacias, that protrudes out into
the Mediterranean to a point where in season you can hear
shotguns cracking incessantly.

My poor stooped body cannot stand up to the potent
young breeze out here. Not any more.




Mariana, my dear Mariana, let us hope you're still where
we could always find you. You must be. There's not much time
left; the world is changing fast and my weak eyes under their
thinning white brows can no longer comprehend what they see.

Alexandria, I am here.

On the fourth floor I ring the bell of the flat. The little
judas opens, showing Mariana's face. Much changed, my dear!
It's dark on the landing; she does not recognise me. Her white
face and golden hair gleam in the light from a window open
somewhere behind her.

"Pension Miramar?"

"Yes, monsieur?"

"Do you have any vacant rooms?"

The door opens. The bronze statue of the Madonna
receives me. In the air of the place is a kind of fragrance that
has haunted me.

We stand looking at each other. She is tall and slim,
with her golden hair, and seems to be in good health, though
her shoulders are a little bowed and the hair is obviously dyed.
Veins show through the skin of her hands and forearms; there
are tell-tale wrinkles at the comers of her mouth. You must be
sixty-five at least, my dear. But there is still something of the
old glamour left. I wonder if you'll remember me.

She looks me over. At first she examines me; then the
blue eyes blink. Ah, you remember! And my self comes back
to me.

"Oh! It's you."

"Madame."

We shake hands warmly - "Goodness me! Amer Bey!
Monsieur Amer!" - and she laughs out loud with emotion (the
long feminine laugh of the fishwives of Anfushi!) throwing all
formality to the winds. Together we sit down on the ebony
settee beneath the Madonna, our reflections gleaming on the




front of a glassed book-case that has always stood in this hall,
if only as an ornament. I look round.

"The place hasn't changed a bit."

"Oh but it has," she protests. "It's been redecorated a
number of times. And there are many new things. The
chandelier. The screen. And the radio."

"I'm so glad to have found you here, Mariana. Thank
Heaven you're in good health."

"And so are you. Monsieur Amer - touch wood."

"I'm not at all well. I'm suffering from colitis and
prostate trouble. But God be thanked all the same !"

"Why have you come here now? The season's over."

"Since . . . since . . . did you say 'to stay'?"

"Yes, my dear. | can't have seen you for some twenty
years."

"It's true. You never turned up once during all that
time."

"I was busy."

"I bet you came to Alexandria often enough."

"Sometimes. But I was too busy. You know what a
journalist's life is like."

"I also know what men are like."

"My dear Mariana, you are Alexandria to me."

"You're married, of course."

"No. Not yet."
"And when will you marry, monsieur?" she asks
teasingly.

"No wife, no family. And I've retired." I reply somewhat
irritably. "I'm finished." She encourages me to go on with a
wave of her hand. "I felt the call of my birthplace. Alexandria.
And since I've no relations I've turned to the only friend the
world has left me."

"It's nice to find a friend in such loneliness."

"Do you remember the good old days"
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"It's all gone," she says wistfully.

"But we have to go on living," I murmur.

When we start discussing the rent, however, she can still
drive as hard a bargain as ever. The Pension is all she has; she
has had to take in winter guests, even if they are those awful
students; and to get them she is forced to depend on
middlemen and waiters in the hotels. She says it all with the
sadness of humbled pride; and she puts me in number six,
away from the sea front on the far side, at a reasonable rent,
though I can retain my room in the summer only if I pay at the
special summer rate for holiday makers.

We settle everything in a few minutes, including the
obligatory breakfast. She proves as good a businesswoman as
ever, notwithstanding sweet memories and all that. When I tell
her I've left my luggage at the station, she laughs.

"You were not so sure you'd find Mariana. Now you'll
stay here with me forever."

I look at my hand and think of the mummies in the
Egyptian Museum.
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Days

Translated by: E. M. Naguib

If the matter had stopped there, everything would have
been al-right, but our friend heard his father reading from
"Dalael - El-Khairat" (Guides to Blessings) as he always did
after finishing the momning or the after-noon prayers,
whereupon the boy shrugged his shoulders, shook his head,
laughed and told his sisters that reading "Dalael - El-Khairat",
is nonsensical and valueless. His small brothers and sisters
understood nothing of this and paid him no attention, but his
eldest sister scolded him harshly raising her voice. Her father
heard and did not interrupt his reading, but continued till he
finished his reading, then he quietly and smilingly came to the
boy and asked him what he had said. The boy repeated it.
When the old man heard him, he barked a short laugh and
scornfully said to him, "What is that to you? Is that what you
have learnt at Al-Azhar?"

"Yes, I did," angrily retorted the boy, "and I also learnt
at Al-Azhar that a lot of what you read in this book is impious,
and does more harm than good. Man must not seek the
intercession of prophets and saints nor believe that there can
be mediators between God and man. This is a kind of
idolatry".

At that the old man was furious but he managed to
control his anger and kept on smiling. He said, making the
whole family laugh, "Shutup! May God cut off your tongue.
Never talk like that again. [ swear that if your do that once
more ['ll keep you here in the village, prohibit you from going
to Al-Azhar and make of you a reciter of the Qur’an who
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recites in funerals and houses". Then he left the place while the
whole family was sniggering around the boy. Yet, this
incident, in spite of its cruel sarcasm, only increased the
stubbornness and persistence of our friend.
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The Thief and the Dogs
Translated by: Trevor Le Gassick, M. M. Badawi

Once more he breathed the air of freedom. But there was
stifling dust in the air, almost unbearable heat, and no one was
waiting for him; nothing but his blue suit and gym shoes.

As the prison gate and its unconfessable miseries
receded, the world - streets belaboured by the sun, careening
cars, crowds of people moving or still - returned.

No one smiled or seemed happy. But who of these
people could have suffered more than he had, with four years
lost, taken from him by betrayal? And the hour was coming
when he would confront them, when his rage would explode
and burm, when those who had betrayed him would despair
unto death, when treachery would pay for what it had done.
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Nabbawiyya. Ilish. Your two names merge in my mind.
For years you will have been thinking about this day. never
imagining, all the while, that the gates would ever actually
open. You'll be watching now, but [ won't fall into the trap. At
the right moment. instead, I'll strike like Fate.

And Sana? What about Sana?

As the thought of her crossed his mind, the heat and the
dust., the hatred and pain all disappeared, leaving only love to
glow across a soul as clear as a rain-washed sky.

[ wonder how much the little one even knows about her
father? Nothing. I suppose. No more than this road does, these
passers-by or this molten air.

She had never been out of his thoughts, where bit by bit
she'd taken shape, like an image in a dream, for four long
years. Would luck now give him some decent place to live,
where such love could be equally shared, where he could take
joy in being a winner again, where what Nabbawiyya Ilish had
done would be no more than a memory, odious. but almost
forgotten?

You must pull together all the cunning you possess, to
culminate in a blow as powerful as your endurance behind
prison walls. Here is a man - a man who can dive like a fish,
fly like a hawk, scale walls like a rat, pierce solid doors like a
bullet!

How will he look when he first sees you? How will his
eyes meet yours? Have you forgotten. Ilish, how you used to
rub against my legs like a dog? It was me. wasn't it, who
taught you how to stand on your own two feet. who made a
man of a cigarette-butt cadger? You've forgotten, Ilish. and
you're not the only one: She's forgotten, too, that woman who
sprang from filth, from vermin, from treachery and infidelity.

Through all this darkness only your face, Sana, smiles.
When we meet I'll know how I stand. In a little while, as soon
as I've covered the length of this road, gone past all these
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gloomy arcades, where people used to have fun. Onward and
upward. But not to glory. I swear I hate you all.

The bars have shut down and only the side streets are
open. where plots are hatched. From time to time he has to
cross over a hole in the pavement set there like a snare and the
wheels of tramcars growl and shriek like abuse. Confused cries
seem to seep from the curbside garbage. (I swear I hate you
all)). Houses of temptation, their windows -beckoning even
when eyeless, walls scowling where plaster has fallen. And
that strange lane, al-Sayrafi Lane, which brings back dark
memories. Where the thief stole, then vanished, whisked
away. (Woe to the traitors). Where police who'd staked out the
area had slithered in to surround you.

The same little street where a year before you'd been
carrying home flour to make sweetmeats for the Feast, that
woman walking in front of you, carrying Sana in her
swaddling clothes. Glorious days - how real they were, no one
knows - the Feast, love, parenthood, crime. All mixed up with
this spot.

The great mosques and, beyond them, the Citadel
against the clear sky, then the road flowing into the square,
where the green park lies under the hot sun and a dry breeze
blows, refreshing despite the heat - the Citadel square, with all
its burning recollections.

What's important now is to make your face relax, to
pour a little cold water over your feelings, to appear friendly
and conciliatory, to play the planned role well. He crossed the
middle of the square, entered Imam Way, and walked along it
until he came close to the three-storey house at the end, where
two little streets joined the main road. This social visit will tell
you what they've got up their sleeves. So study the road
carefully, and what's on it. Those shops. for instance. where
the men are staring at you. cowering like mice.
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"Said Mahran!" said a voice behind him. "How
marvellous!"

He let the man catch up with him; they said hello to each
other, hiding their real feelings under mutual grins. So the
bastard has friends. He'll know right away what all these
greetings are about. You're probably peeking at us through the
shutters now, Ilish, hiding like a woman.






