
ABC: Elementary facts of a subject. 

He doesn't know even the ABC of 
Mathematics. 

At: Colloquial= Very good, Excellent. 

She will give us an A 1 dinner. 

A to Z: From the beginning to the end. 

I know all facts about him from A to Z. 

Aback: To be taken aback: To be 

surprised and disconcerted. 

They were taken aback by her 
disappearance on the day of her marriage. 

Abandon oneself: To give oneself 

completely to ... 
He abandoned himself to his family 
affairs. 
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With abandon: With careless freedom. ~~ ~ .:,~ 0~ .r- l_,.;l5 :J!.- _,>I 0~ v.Lv ./;}-

They were dancing with abandon. ._,>-\ •,f- LS4 

Abide by: Act according to. ·rt"-' ..!.liL<J4 r _;b 0\ r);. :~ -'. r A 
You should abide by your agreement with . ..!.ll ('-"'-l<--'"'· 0 _,.. _rJ.,...., ~) 
them. 
They will abide by their promise to you. 

Abound in (with): contain plenty of 

This river abounds in big fish. 

About (fall about one's ear): To be 

perplexed and confused. 

Due to the workmen's strike, the manager 

fell about his ears. 

About time: Time is rather suitable for 

something to happen. 

It is about time for him to join us. 
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To beat about the bush: to repeat what 
you have said several times. 
After much beating about the bush, he 
refused to join them. 

To hang about: To stick around like a 
slave. 
Many a man hangs about his wife. 

To be about: To be here and there, not at 
a certain place. 
This disease is about many countries. 

To be put about: To be distracted. 
She is put about because of her daughter's 
illness. 

Out and about: restoring normal case 
and activities. 
He was very ill but, now, he is out and 
about. 

To be dotted about: to be found 
everywhere. 
Enemy planes are dotted about at Al­
Mansoura. 

Above board: fair, honest. 
He doesn't accept any bribes. He is above 
board. 

Above par: Above normal price. 
The price of the shares today is above par. 

Above oneself: in unusual spirits. 

He has recently got a lot of money and he 
is above himself. 

Above ground: alive. 
I shall remember this advice so long as I 
am above ground. 

Above criticism: out ofthe reach of it. 

None is above criticism. 
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understanding of all people around him. 

Above one's station: differ from one's 
position or abilities. 
Don't marry above your station. 

Abreast of: side by side, on the same level 
with ... 

We must keep abreast of the technological 
advancement in other countries. 

Go abroad: Go to a foreign count1y. 
He has gone abroad for further studies. 

To account for: explain, give reason for ... 
He had to give account for his friendship 
with them. 

On account of: Because of .. 
They didn't go into the city on account of 

the bravery of our soldiers. 

Give an account of: Explain, give reasons 
for ... 
He cannot give an account of his 

disappearance for a month. 

Give a good account of: Be successful in 

He gave a good account of himself as a 
suitable husband for his uncle's daughter. 

Leave out of account: do not be 
considered. 
His wife's possessions must be left out of 
account when we consider his own wealth. 

Take into account: consider, include in 
one's calculations. 

To build such a big house, you should take 

all cost into account. 

Turn to account: Change something to be 
more useful. 

He collects old wireless sets and turns 
them to good account. 
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Accountable to ... for ... :responsible 
for ... 
The Government is accountable to the 
Parliament for all its actions. 

To open an account with: To start 
financial dealings. 
I have opened an account with AI Araby 
Company for Electronics. 

To close an account with: To close 
financial dealings with. 
I have closed my account with this bank. 

To square an account with: To receive or 
pay the balance due to ... 
I have squared my account with them. 

To bring to account: To shoulder the 
responsibilities as for everyone 
responsible for anything wrong. 
Every wrong action is brought to account 

either in this world or in the other world. 

The Great Account: The Day of 
Judgement. 
We will come to the Great Account sooner 
or later. 

To go to one's account: To die. 
One day, everybody must go to his account. 

Ace in the hole: hidden advantage unseen 
for opponents or competitor. 
The defence lawyer had a photograph and 

a letter written by his wife's hand. The 

photograph and the letter were two aces in 

the hole. 

Achilles' heel: a weak point. 
Gambling was his Achilles' heel. 

Add insult to injury: To treat someone 

badly for a second time. 
She refused to give him more money. To 

add insult to injury, she stopped dealing 

with him. 
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Addle someone's wits: cause someone to 
behave in a stupid way. 
Being alone for a very long time addled 
my wits, so I wrote to her that foolish 
letter. 

To be addicted to: to be accustomed to a 

bad habit. 
Alas, he is addicted to drinking! He 
neglects all his duties. 

Ad Hoc: arranged for the purpose. 
Ad hoc committees are formed for the 
elections. Our party is quite ready now. 

Adieu: Goodbye. 
He said, "Adieu my friends!" and he got 
into the train. 

Ado: enormous ji1ss about a trivial matter. 
Calling for a general strike is much ado 
about nothing. 

Ad Verbum: word for word. 
The lawyer read my essay ad verbum and 
proved that there was nothing wrong in it. 

Affair of honour: duel. 
He was seriously wounded in an affair of 
honour. 

Affiliated to: attached to. 
Our school is affiliated to the hospital. 

Affront: insult. 
Her words were an affront to him. 

(Far) afield: at a distance. 
The Palestinian State is not far afield. 

After: 
1- Look before and after: 
Think thoroughly from all sides of view. 

We have been looking before and after this 
affair for a long time, but we have not yet 
found any reasonable answer that solves 
the dilemma. 
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2-Look after: watch and 
keep in good case. 
A mother looks after her children. 

3-Hanker after: wander 

about in search of something. 
Millions of young men are hankering after 
job opportunities. 

4-After one's heart: desired. 
Giving him such a large sum of money is a 
thing after my own heart but I do not 
possess it. 

5-After all: in spite of what 
has happened. 

After all, you have to forgive him. 

Against: 
1-Against a rainy day: In preparation for 
hard times. 
Keep some money against a rainy day. 

2-Run against: meet by chance. 
I ran against him at school. 

Age: 
1-Come of age: Become 21 years old. 
She received all her money when she came 
of age. 

2-Age of discretion: 14 years old. 
They have reached the age of discretion. 
They should now know right from wrong. 

3-Wait for ages: Wait for a ve1y long 

time. 

I have been waiting for ages to meet you. 

Agency: By the agency of: Through the 

help of 

Israel became stronger by the agency of 
U.S.A. 

Aggressive: To assume an aggressive 
posture: To begin a quarrel. 

When Israel became stronger, it assumed 
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an aggressive posture against Arab 
countries. 

Agog: To be agog: To be eager and 
expectant. 
They were agog to see him. 

Air: 
1-To take air: To become known. 
Their secret arrangements took air and 

they were arrested. 

2-Castles in the air: fantastic dreamy 

projects. 
You cannot do it. You are building castles 
in the air. 

3-To give a person the air: To dismiss 
him or to refuse his offer. 
He is dishonest, give him the air. 

4-0n the air: Being broadcast on the 
radio or TV 

The interview between our president and 
the Israeli journalist is on the air. 

5-Airworthy: Fit to fly. 
This airplane is airworthy. All tests have 
been made. 

6-Take the air: Go out doors. 
In the evening he is not at home. He 
always takes the air. 

Ajar: Half open. 
When I returned home, the door was ajar. 

Alarm: 
1-Give the alarm: Give warning. 

When they opened the window of the 

bank, an electric ring gave the alarm. 

2-Take the alarm: Be warned, be frightened. 
When she talked to him, he took the alarm. 

All in all: Complete master. 

Mr. Hany is all in all in this hospital. 
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All around: Having ability in many places. 
He is an all around football player. 

All the same: Nevertheless. 

Confessing his guilt or not, he will be 
punished all the same. 

All and sundry: Individually or 

collectively. 
This is a good invention. It applies to all 
and sundry. 

Allow for: Take into consideration. 
Do not take into consideration only what 
you can do. Allow for what others can do. 

Along with: In the company of 
I saw him going along with her. 

All along: All the time. 
All along, he has been telling lies. 

Aloof: To keep aloof: To keep away. 
It is better for you to keep aloof from 
politics during the elections this year. 

Alt, In alt: In an exalted state of mind. 
He wrote it in alt. 

Amuck: Thirsty for blood. 
He ran amuck and hit everyone around 
him. 

Animated: 
1-An animated discussion: Lively 

controversy. 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict created 

animated discussions in Camp David. 

2-Animated Cartoons: such as Mickey 

Mouse pictures. 

It was Walt Disney who created animated 

cartoons. 

Anon, Ever and anon: Every now and 

then. 

He visits her ever and anon. 
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Another: One man's meat is another 
man's poison: What is suitable for one is 
not suitable for another. 

Appeal to: fascinate. 
Beauty in all its forms appeals to the heart. 

Appearance: 
1-Put in an appearance: Show oneself 
You must put in an appearance during the 
party tonight. 

2-To all appearances: So far as can be 
seen. In all cases. 
He is an honest man to all appearances. 

3-To keep up appearances: To maintain 
an outward show. 
They are trying to keep up appearances. 

Apple: 
1-Apple of discord: cause of quarrel. 
Money is the apple of discord among his 
children. 

2-Dead Sea apples: Efforts coming to 
nothing. 
All his success was a Dead Sea apple. 

3-Apple of the eye: A cherished object. 
His child is the apple of his eye. 

4-To upset the apple cart: To spoil one's 
plans. 
If she talks, she'll upset the apple car. 

Apply oneself to: Devote. 
You have to apply yourself to your studies 
instead of playing football all the time. 

Appointment: To keep an appointment: 
To appear in the time at a certain place. 

He likes to keep his appointments and they 
like to break their appointments. 

Apprehension: Above apprehension: Above 

understanding. 

The lecture today is above my apprehension. 
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Apprentice: To bind as an apprentice: 
To become a pupil to a certain person. 
He was bound as an apprentice to 
Mahatma Ghandy. 

Arch: To be the arch of: To be the most 
important as for ... 
The President is the arch of the republic in 
Egypt. 

Argue ... away: Get rid of a problem. 
Unemployment in many countries is a 
problem that cannot be jlrgued away. 

Argue a person into ... :Persuade him. 
You cannot argue her into marriage. 

Argue a person out ... : Persuade a 
person not to. 
You cannot argue him out ofhis cup. 

Arm: Arm in arm: Inter-linked. 
They lived arm in ann for many years. 

Infant in arms: too young to walk. 
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Take up arms: Get ready for fighting. 
The Israelis took up arms against Lebanon. 

Bear arms: Be a soldier, get arms to 
defend himself or to defend his homeland. 
All Arabs should bear arms in order to 
defend themselves against the Israelis. 

Lay down arms: Cease all kinds of armed 

resistance. 

They laid down arms and made peace with 
their neighbours. 

In arms: armed. 
Facing Israeli aggression at any time, we 

must be in arms. 

Art: Black Art: Magic. 
She was arrested for practising the Black 
Art. 
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Fine Arts: Good arts such as poetry, 
painting and music. 
His daughter joined the Faculty of Fine 
Arts. 

Ashes: 
1-Lay in ashes: Burn completely. 
The whole building was laid in ashes. 

2-Sackcloth and ashes: A symbol for 

repentance. 
After the Six Days War, Arab Countries 
had to wear sackcloth and ashes. 

3-Bring back the ashes: Wipe out defeat. 
Arab Countries had to bring back the ashes 
after their defeat during the Six Days War. 

Ask: 
1-Ask after: Ask for information about. 
They are asking after Mr. Salama Al­
Gindy. 

2-Ask for trouble: Behave in such a way 
that trouble is likely. 
He is asking for trouble seeking Parliament 
membership but it will cost him much. 

Askance: Look askance: Look with 
suspicion. 
He looked askance at the beggar. 

At all, At all event: In any way, anyhow, 
in any case. 
You cannot get it at all. 

At hand: near, available. 

Our final goal was at hand. 

At last, At length: Finally, at last, in the 

end. 
Allength, we reached our goal. 

At once: Without delay, now, immediately. 
He raised up his hands at once. 

At your disposal: Ready to do anything 
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for you. 
I am always at your disposal. 

At stake: In danger. 
I had to help him because his career was at 

stake. 

Aunt Sally: That which is always blamed. 

A vail: Of no avail: In vain. 
Trying to help him is of no avail. 

To avail of: To profit. 
You must avail yourself of this 

opportunity. 

Awake: To be awake to: To be conscious of 
The government is awake to the public 

grievances. 

Away: Far and away: Very much. 
This car is far and away better than that. 

Out and away: Beyond comparison. 
This car is out and away the best. 

Do away with: Get rid of, kill. 
I think he was done away with. 

Make away with: Steal away. 
He made away with my bag. 

Go awry: To fail. 
All his plans went awry. 

Axe to grind: Having private interest in 

doing something. 

Try to find someone who does not have an 

axe to grind. 

Get the 
axe: be dismissed. 

He has to find another job because he got 

the axe. 
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