
Keen set: Hungry. 

He is keen set for money. 

God keep you: May God protect you! 

Keep an open house: Able to entertain 

guests well. 

I wish I kept an open house. 

Keep one's balance: Remain stable. 
It is difficult to keep one's balance these 
days. 

Keep track of: Follow the development 

of 
It is difficult to keep track of modem 
inventions in the field of electronics. 

Keep back: Hold back. 
You must keep back all what I told you as 
top secret. 

Keep up appearances: Maintain outward 

honour. 
He spent more than he earned to keep up 
appearances. 

In keeping with: In harmony with. 

Your efforts are in keeping with ours. 

Out of keeping with: 
Your actions are out of keeping with our 
regulations. 

Beyond one's ken: Out of one's sight. 

What happens after death is beyond our 
ken. 

Have the key of the street: Be shut up for 

~ ~I ,)\ ~JI r :j:.. ol,...All \.;..~ ~ ~ 
.J_,.,....;..l.J \.;..~ 

,_) ..;jl_,.:... 0W)'I .Jo..<::..: 01 ~I C.r" :j:.. ..;jl_,.:... ~ 

·r4\ll .J..., 

,_) 1 _,1d I l:. \:;.; 01 ~ I C.r" t}- ••• ,_) 1 _,1d I l:. ~ 
. ..:..l,;JfoJ)'I ~~ 

01 ~ :j:.. ~ 'lJ _,....lL . .Jo..<::..: ·....U: .• ,_r. ~ t)a.,;. 
. ..,_,...]I ~L . ..;I 1~~ "-; ..!.1.;~1 L.. ~ ~ 

104 

w~ ~~_;sf JA-il :J:.- .r"Liill.)s- k.il>- -~ 
·.J"'Liill.)s-

o b e i k a n d l . c o m



the night. 
Tonight, have the key of the street. 

Golden (silver) key: Money used as a 

bribe. 
The golden key opens all locks in that 
country. 

Keynote: Main principle. 
Peace is the keynote of Moubarak's 
policy. 

Powers of the keys: Authority of the 

Pope. 
Catholics believe in the influence of the 
powers of the keys in this world and in the 
other world. This belief belongs to the 

Catholics only. 

Key industry: An industry essential for 
other industries. 
Steel industry is a key industry. 

Key-up: Stimulate, Pay attention. 
You must key-up your mind to the new 
financial policy. 

Kick at: Reject. 

Don't kick at my humble gift. 

To kick against the brick: To invite 
trouble. 
By visiting AI Aqsa Mosque, Sharon was 
kicking against the brick. 

He has no kick left: He has no power of 
resistance. 

He has done all he can. He has no kick 
left. 

To kick the bucket: To die. 

He kicked the bucket last night. 

Kid-glove: gentle. 

You must handle the situation with kid­
gloves. 

Dressed to kill: Womenfascinatingly 
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dressed. 

She is dressed to kill. 

A kill-time: Something used to pass time. 

Chess is a good kill-time. 

Kith and kin: Acquaintances and 

relatives. 

I don't care what happens to him. He is no 
kith or kin of mine. 

Of kin: Related. 

Hisham and Kamal are of kin. 

In kind: Paying in the same form. 

I'll repay his insolence in kind. 

King of kings: God. 

Bow only before the King of kings. 

King of terrors: Death. 

The king of terrors claims everybody. 

King's peg: Strong drink. 

King's peg is forbidden here. 

Kiss of the book: Oath. 
He said by the kiss of the book ..... . 

Kiss the dust: Humble oneself 
He had to kiss the dust in front of her to 
make her forgive him. 

Kiss one's hand: Wave a kiss. 

Getting into his car, he kissed his hand to 
his wife. 

Give a knee to: Support. 

It is better to give a knee to your friend. 

on the knees of Gods: Unknown. 

His success is on the knees of Gods. 

Knee-deep: Reaching up to the knees. 

We passed through knee-deep water. 

To get a knife into: Kill. 

He got a knife into her. 
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War to the knife: Relentless war. 
The Second World War was a war to the 
knife. 

The knife: Surgical operation. 
He disliked being under the knife. 

Play a good knife-and-fork: Clever in 
eating much food. 
Don't worry about him. He plays a good 
knife-and-fork. 

Knight of the post: One who gets his 
living by giving false evidence at court. 
His job is a very nasty one. He is a knight 
of the post. 

As a well-knit frame: In perfect union. 
They have been working as a well-knit 
frame. 

With knobs on: Indicating complete 

agreement. 
Russia accepted Western aids with knobs 
on. 

A knock on the head: a stunning blow. 
A knock on the head may be fatal. 

To knock one's head against the wall: 
To come into a difficult conflict. 
Try something else. You are knocking 
your head against the wall. 

To knock the bottom out of: To defeat in 
an argument. 
He knocked the bottom out of my 
argument. 

To knock about: To wander, to lead an 
irregular life, to treat roughly. 

The cat knocked the mouse about. 

To knock down: To strike to the ground, 

to sell off by auction, to sell at low prices. 

-He knocked him down easily. 
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- The house was knocked down for 

$70000. 

- The vegetables were knocked down 

yesterday. 

To take the knock: To be hard hit 

financially. 
Our friend was unlucky. He has taken the 
knock. 

Know-all: Pretending to know everything. 

Don't listen to him. He is a know-all. 

Know-how: The faculty of knowing how. 
We must find someone with the necessary 
know-how. 

A know-nothing: An ignorant person. 
Ashraf Sobhy is a know-nothing 
publisher. 
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